
RANCHO SANTA FE: Fire destroys home
SEPTEMBER 02, 2012 8:00 PM • BY MORGAN COOK MCOOK@NCTIMES.COM

A fire sparked Sunday morning destroyed a home in Rancho Santa Fe, a fire official said.

Firefighters responded at 8:18 a.m. to a report of a fire at a home in the 19000 block of 
Lake Drive in Del Dios, said Julie Taber of the Rancho Santa Fe Fire Protection District.

Smoke and flames were coming out of the 400-square-foot home when firefighters 
arrived moments later, Taber said.

Firefighters stopped the blaze from spreading to vegetation and other structures, but the 
home was destroyed, Taber said.

No one was hurt, said Taber. The cause of the fire was under investigation.
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Fire destroys small home in Del Dios

By Lori Weisberg

Sunday, September 2, 2012

An early morning fire Sunday destroyed a small home in Del Dios, but fire officials reported there 
were no injuries.

Firefighters responding to a report of a house fire on Lake Drive near 3rd Place saw smoke and flames 
coming from a 400-square-foot structure, according to the Rancho Santa Fe Fire Protection District. 
Working quickly, firefighters from both Rancho Santa Fe and the Escondido fire department were 
able to extinguish the flames and keep the blaze from spreading to nearby structures and brush.

The home, occupied by a woman, was a total loss, said Julie Taber, spokeswoman for the Rancho 
Santa Fe fire district. The cause is under investigation.

© Copyright 2012 The San Diego Union-Tribune, LLC. An MLIM LLC Company. All rights 
reserved.
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Join 4S CERT

Rancho Santa Fe Fire Protection District, which includes 4S Ranch, is accepting applications for its Community 
Emergency Response Team fall session. The four sessions will be held at RSFFPD Station No. 2, 16930 Four 
Gee Road, 4S Ranch. They will be 6-9 p.m. Tuesday, Oct. 2; 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Saturday, Oct. 6 and 13; and 9 
a.m. to noon Saturday, Oct. 20.

Topics to be covered include disaster preparedness, disaster medical operations, fire safety and extinguishment, 
CERT organization, terrorism, disaster psychology and light search and rescue.

CERT members could be called upon to use the skills learned to help their family and neighbors during natural 
or man-made disasters.

Training is free. Participants must be at least 16 years old and live or work within the 38-square miles Rancho 
Santa Fe Fire Protection District. To apply, fill out the application at www.rsf-fire.org.

Page 1 of 1Rancho Bernardo/4S Ranch Digest – Issue of Sept. 13, 2012 - Pomerado News | Pomerad...

9/12/2012http://www.pomeradonews.com/2012/09/12/rancho-bernardo4s-ranch-digest-issue-of-sept-...





FIRES

HOUSING: Wildfires could scorch more houses than 
previously thought

2 HOURS AGO • BY ERIC WOLFF 
EWOLFF@NCTIMES.COM

Potential wildfires threaten far more homes 
than previously thought, a study from data 
firm CoreLogic said this week.

Wildfires tore through San Diego County in 
2003 and 2007, taking lives and causing 
billions of dollars in property damage. Many 
homeowners took steps to reduce their fire 
risk, and some moved to urban areas that 
they believed would shelter them from the 

danger.

But in places such as Ramona and Murrieta, the potential for wildfires lurks closer than 
they realize. As more and more homes have been built in Southwest Riverside County 
and North and East San Diego County, that risk has grown, said Tom Jeffery, one of the 
study's co-authors.

"Most people are concerned with what's inside their property because that's what they 
have the most control over," Jeffery said. "Then you look at risk adjacent to property -----
we all know that wind doesn't just travel along the ground. Embers travel on the wind."

The researchers used satellite imaging to study vegetation and slopes (steeper slopes 
lead to faster-spreading fires) and then tied that data with historical fire information and 
property records to assess risk of damage from wildfires. They concluded that 
dramatically more properties were at risk than previously thought.

In San Diego County, there are 665 houses worth $284 million previously believed to be 
at very high risk. But when the study authors considered how close houses were to high-
risk areas, the number at high risk jumped to 14,382, worth $3.4 billion.

In Riverside County, there are 168 properties worth $31 million with very high risk of 
damage from a wildfire, but when proximity is calculated into the risk factor, that figure 
rises to 9,325 houses worth $1.8 billion.

The number of properties and the dollar value at risk has grown in the last decade thanks 
to a building boom that pushed construction out into mountainous and brushy areas.

"From 2001 to 2008, especially in the Southwest, there's a tremendous amount of 
growth," Jeffery said.
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Adding to the risk, the report showed that the number of acres burned in wildfires in the 
U.S. has been increasing.

California Insurance Commissioner Dave Jones was in Vista Wednesday to discuss the 
risk.

"We are once again in wildfire season in San Diego and throughout California, in fact, it 
seems that wildfire season never leaves us," Jones said. "So it's absolutely essential that 
everyone do everything they can to prepare themselves from the worst happening, and 
that is a fire, fire that could end up consuming your home, injuring or in the worst possible 
case killing loved ones."

Even with the new data, the report probably won't change anyone's insurance premiums, 
said Pete Moraga, a spokesman for the Insurance Information Network of California, a 
non-lobbying trade association. He said insurers have much more detailed information 
with which to make assessments.

"They'll look at not just what this kind of report looks at," he said. Among other factors, 
"They look at how close the home is to a fire station, and what the rating is for the fire 
station, whether it's full-time or part-time."

CoreLogic's report also highlighted which areas are at the greatest risk in the region. 
Ramona had the most residences at risk in North County, with 1,754 houses worth a total 
of $406 million. In Southwest County, Murrieta has the greatest fire risk, with 896 houses 
worth $452 million.

Jeffery said he worried about people in the Southwest.

"Even though my business is this hazard and disaster data, I feel for the people who deal 
with these fires," he said.
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Fire risk above normal this season, Rancho Santa Fe fire chief 
reports
By Karen Billing

Five years removed from the Witch Creek Fire, the Rancho Santa Fe Fire Protection District is preparing for the risk of another devastating blaze 
coming through the community.

“Right now we are in the height of fire season. This year we are expected to have an above normal large fire season in Southern California,” Fire 
Chief Tony Michel told the Rancho Santa Fe Association board on Sept. 20. “We have had more fire starts this year in California than ever before 
in recent history.”

Several elements are in play to heighten the risk for a wildland fire event, Michel said.

Last year Rancho Santa Fe had more grass fires than ever and the fuels that burned in the Witch Creek Fire are coming back. Additionally, because 
there was a lot of rain early on in the year, there is a lot more grass crop.

“We are at critical fuel levels,” said Michel, noting the level of moisture within the fuels is at 60 percent, which means fire starts much more 
easily.

Also amping up the risk is the extremely dry offshore Santa Ana winds that come at this time of year.

“Fall Santa Ana winds really expedite what fire season is in Southern California,” Michel said. “They really dry things up and can foster fire.”

Michel said the fire district has been very aggressive about fire prevention. The district has been working on a strong weed abatement program, 
roadway clearing and creating buffers in fire corridors such as the San Dieguito River and Escondido Creek. The district has also done eucalyptus 
grove clearing in the Del Dios Gorge area where fires can travel from east to west.

The district has also sent letters out to homeowners about the removal of dead and dying trees that can serve as fuel during fire events. RSF 
Association President Roxana Foxx said she and some of her neighbors have received letters and they are very polite and professional. 

Michel said they have worked very hard to ensure that community stakeholders are involved in prevention with brush abatement and tree removal.

“We have to be aware how our individual properties affect the entire community,” RSF Association Vice President Anne Feighner said.

Brush abatement companies are listed on the fire district’s website at rsf-fire.org. Information on disaster preparedness and planning is also 
available online.
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