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RANCHO SANTA FE - Dozens of students from Torrey Pines High School came to a winding Rancho Santa Fe
road yesterday to mourn the death of a 17-year-old student in a car crash hours before. 

Sage Flynn, 16, picked up a green San Diego Padres hat that had been placed atop flowers in an impromptu
roadside memorial along La Granada near Rambla de las Flores, near the Rancho Santa Fe Golf Course. 

"He always wore this hat," Sage said. "They found it this morning." 

All five students in the car that crashed at about 1:45 a.m. were 17-year-old seniors at Torrey Pines High
School. One passenger died and another, from San Diego, was hospitalized last night with blunt head trauma
and upgraded to fair condition Monday. The two other passengers - one from Del Mar and the other from
Carlsbad - suffered minor injuries. 

The boy who died was identified by officials as Alexander Michael Capozza of San Diego.

The 17-year-old driver, from San Diego, was taken to Juvenile Hall and held on suspicion of felony driving
under the influence and gross vehicular manslaughter, California Highway Patrol Sgt. Lew Hall said. The driver
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was not injured, Hall said. 

Capozza and the boy who was critically injured were not wearing seat belts, Hall said. The other three teens in
the car were wearing seat belts. 

The CHP said the 2008 Mazda 3 was speeding northbound on La Granada when the driver failed to negotiate a
curve and drifted into the southbound lane. The Mazda went off the road and crashed through bushes, trees
and a wooden split-rail  fence before swerving back onto the northbound lane and overturning, the CHP said. 

A combination of impaired driving and speeding led to the wreck, according to a preliminary CHP report. 

Smashed wooden rails that provided a border for a walking and horse trail lay on the ground near bits of plastic
and glass left behind by the car. Flowers and a sign that read "Rest In Peace Homie" made up an impromptu
roadside memorial. 

Students came to the crash site yesterday to grieve. One group of students sat quietly by the road until  a
Rancho Santa Fe security officer asked them to move. 

Students said Capozza was a popular senior at the school. 

"Everybody loved him. He was a really outgoing person," said Cyrus Rahimi, 18, a senior. 

"He just liked to enjoy life," said Bobby Keller, 15, a sophomore. "Everybody liked him. It was such a shock." 

Brooke Flynn, 15, also fondly remembered the crash victim. "He was just a really sweet kid," she said. 

Brett Killeen, principal of Torrey Pines High School, said counselors and a school psychologist will be at the
school today to meet with distressed students. 

"These are well-liked students on our campus," Killeen said. "We do expect that it will impact a lot of kids."
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10News.com
Teen Killed In Rancho Santa Fe Rollover Crash 

POSTED: 9:01 am PDT October 4, 2009

UPDATED: 2:26 pm PDT October 5, 2009

SAN DIEGO -- A Torrey Pines High School senior was in 
custody Monday on suspicion of driving drunk and causing a 
crash that killed a classmate and critically injured another in 
Rancho Santa Fe, authorities said.

The solo-vehicle crash occurred around 1:45 a.m. Sunday in the 
5000 block of La Granada, along the Rancho Santa Fe Golf 
Club, according to the San Diego County Medical Examiner.

A 17-year-old San Diego boy died at the scene when the 
speeding 2008 Mazda 3 crashed and rolled several times into 
bushes, the Medical Examiner's Office reported. His name was 
not immediately released.

An autopsy on the boy's body was tentatively scheduled for Monday.

The California Highway Patrol said the vehicle was full of Torrey Pines students who had just left a party, 
including a 17-year-old boy later hospitalized in critical condition with blunt head trauma. Neither he nor 
the boy who was killed were wearing a seatbelt, the CHP reported.

The driver, whose name and gender were not released, faces charges of drunken driving and gross vehicular 
manslaughter. CHP Sgt. Lew Hall said the driver and two passengers, both 17, were wearing seatbelts and 
escaped injury.

Copyright 2009 by City News Service. All rights reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed.

 

Video: Students Mourn After 
Fellow Student Killed In 
Rollover Accident
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Friends, Family Mourn Teen Killed in Crash 

Five people were in Mazda when it crashed early on Sunday 

By NICOLE WARD and ERIC S. PAGE 

Updated 1:56 PM PDT, Mon, Oct 5, 2009 

 

His fellow students are grieving after a 17-year-old Torrey Pines High School student was killed in a 
crash over the weekend. 

Hearts were heavy at school on the the first day back at classes after the wreck in Rancho Santa Fe. 
Students are mourning the death of Alex Capozza. Capozza was in the rear passenger seat and not 
wearing a seat belt at the time of the crash, according to the North County Times. 

Even those who didn't personally know Capozza or the others in the vehicle sounded deeply affected, 
and it was easy to see why. 

"All of these kids are well-known seniors on this campus -- gregarious, likable kids," Principal Brett 
Killeen said. 
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LOOK 

Alex Capozza, 1992-2008 

Crash Victims, Driver All From Same School 

 
WATCH 

Crash Victims, Driver All From Same School 

Over the weekend an automated message went out to all 2,626 students enrolled at Torrey Pines High. 

"In generic terms, that our community has suffered a tragic loss," Killeen said. "We did not name names 
out of respect for the families." 

Students, however, knew the names -- word spread quickly through Facebook. 

A student who was hospitalized after the crash, Jamie Arnold, who was identified by numerous sources, 
was described by one friend as a good kid. Arnold, too, is 17 years old. 

The students were traveling in a speeding Mazda about 1:45 a.m. when the car crashed and rolled 
several times on La Granada. The driver, also 17, was arrested on suspicion of DUI. Police have not yet 
identified the driver. 

Extra psychologists will be on hand for students for as long as they need, according to school officials. 

First Published: Oct 5, 2009 11:54 AM PDT 
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RANCHO SANTA FE: One dead, one injured, one arrested in 
crash involving Torrey Pines students 
SARAH GORDON - sgordon@nctimes.com | Posted: Sunday, October 4, 2009 8:10 pm

Five 17-year-old Torrey Pines High School students were involved in a rollover crash in Rancho Santa Fe early Sunday that 
left one boy dead, another hospitalized with critical injuries and a third booked into Juvenile Hall on suspicion of driving 
under the influence and vehicular manslaughter, authorities said.

The deceased boy's name was not released Sunday. An investigator with the medical examiner's office said the teen's parents 
were out of the country, and authorities were having trouble reaching them.

California Highway Patrol Sgt. Lew Hall said the boy, like all the teens involved in the crash, had attended Torrey Pines High 
School. He lived in Carmel Valley, Hall said.

Jamie Arnold, also of Carmel Valley, suffered serious injuries and was taken to Scripps Memorial Hospital, La Jolla, Hall 
said.

He was listed in critical condition Sunday evening, a hospital official said.

The crash happened about 1:45 a.m. when the five friends were going north on La Granada near the Rancho Santa Fe Golf 
Club in a Mazda 3, Hall said.

The car was speeding as it entered a curve, and the driver failed to make the turn, Hall said. The car went into the south lane, 
then off the road, hitting a wooden spilt-rail fence, bushes and trees before overturning and coming to rest on the road.

The teen who died had been a backseat passenger, Hall said. Wearing no seat belt, he was thrown part-way out of the car and 
had died before medics arrived, the medical examiner's office said.

Jamie was also not wearing a seat belt, Hall said.

Two other passengers and the driver were not injured.

The 17-year-old driver, a Carmel Valley resident, was arrested and booked into Juvenile Hall. He was not identified because 
he is a minor.

Lew said the CHP is investigating where the teens had been before the crash. He said Torrey Pines Principal Brett Killeen 
told him trauma counselors would be available for the school's students on Monday.

Call staff writer Sarah Gordon at 760-740-3517.
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Torrey Pines student killed in crash is identified 
5 Torrey Pines students in car; one hospitalized 

By Anne Krueger 
Union-Tribune Staff Writer 

Originally published 2:00 a.m. October 5, 2009, updated 3:42 p.m., October 5, 2009 

Update 

The teen who was killed has been identified as Alexander Capozza. 

RANCHO SANTA FE — Dozens of students from Torrey Pines High School came to a winding 
Rancho Santa Fe road yesterday to mourn the death of a 17-year-old student in a car crash hours before. 

Sage Flynn, 16, picked up a green San Diego Padres hat that had been placed atop flowers in an 
impromptu roadside memorial along La Granada near Rambla de las Flores, near the Rancho Santa Fe 
Golf Course. 

“He always wore this hat,” Sage said. “They found it this morning.” 

All five students in the car that crashed at about 1:45 a.m. were 17-year-old seniors at Torrey Pines High 
School. One passenger died and another, from San Diego, was critically injured and hospitalized last 
night with blunt head trauma. The two other passengers — one from Del Mar and the other from 
Carlsbad — suffered minor injuries. 

The name of the boy who was killed has not been released by the Medical Examiner's Office because his 
family has not been notified. He was from San Diego. 

The 17-year-old driver, from San Diego, was taken to Juvenile Hall and held on suspicion of felony 
driving under the influence and gross vehicular manslaughter, California Highway Patrol Sgt. Lew Hall 
said. The driver was not injured, Hall said. 

The boy who was killed and the boy who was critically injured were not wearing seat belts, Hall said. 
The other three teens in the car were wearing seat belts. 

The CHP said the 2008 Mazda 3 was speeding northbound on La Granada when the driver failed to 
negotiate a curve and drifted into the southbound lane. The Mazda went off the road and crashed 
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through bushes, trees and a wooden split-rail fence before swerving back onto the northbound lane and 
overturning, the CHP said. 

A combination of impaired driving and speeding led to the wreck, according to a preliminary CHP 
report. 

Smashed wooden rails that provided a border for a walking and horse trail lay on the ground near bits of 
plastic and glass left behind by the car. Flowers and a sign that read “Rest In Peace Homie” made up an 
impromptu roadside memorial. 

Students came to the crash site yesterday to grieve. One group of students sat quietly by the road until a 
Rancho Santa Fe security officer asked them to move. 

Students said the boy who died was a popular senior at the school. 

“Everybody loved him. He was a really outgoing person,” said Cyrus Rahimi, 18, a senior. 

“He just liked to enjoy life,” said Bobby Keller, 15, a sophomore. “Everybody liked him. It was such a 
shock.” 

Brooke Flynn, 15, also fondly remembered the crash victim. “He was just a really sweet kid,” she said. 

Brett Killeen, principal of Torrey Pines High School, said counselors and a school psychologist will be 
at the school today to meet with distressed students. 

“These are well-liked students on our campus,” Killeen said. “We do expect that it will impact a lot of 
kids.” 

Union-Tribune 

In the Union-Tribune on Page B1 
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10News.com
Elderly Man Kicked, Trampled By Horse

POSTED: 6:28 pm PDT October 6, 2009

UPDATED: 6:29 pm PDT October 6, 2009

SAN DIEGO -- A 74-year-old man was seriously injured Tuesday when a horse kicked and trampled him at 
a North County stable, authorities reported.

The accident on Camino Santa Fe in the 4S Ranch area was reported about 3:40 p.m., according to the 
Rancho Santa Fe Fire Protection District.

Emergency crews arrived to find the victim unconscious, district spokeswoman Julie Taber said.

"It appeared as though he had sustained head (injuries) when the horse he had been working with kicked 
him and ran him over," Taber said.

Medics airlifted the man to a trauma center. His name and medical condition were not released.

Copyright 2009 by City News Service. All rights reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed.
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RANCHO SANTA FE: Horse kicks man in the head 
the North County Times | Posted: Tuesday, October 6, 2009 9:55 pm

RANCHO SANTA FE ---- A 74-year-old man had to be flown to the hospital with a head injury after being kicked by a 
horse, said Rancho Santa Fe Fire Protection District spokesman Julie Taber.

At about 3:40 p.m. Tuesday afternoon, firefighters were called to the 4S Ranch area after a horse kicked and ran over the 
man.

Firefighters sent the man to Scripps Memorial Hospital in La Jolla. It's not clear yet how the animal got out of control.
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REGION: Four fire departments set to join forces 
EDWARD SIFUENTES - esifuentes@nctimes.com | Posted: Wednesday, October 14, 2009 10:10 pm

Four North County fire departments will join forces to provide services in the coastal cities of Encinitas, Solana Beach and 
Del Mar, according to a news release issued Wednesday by the agencies.

The cities' fire departments and the Rancho Santa Fe Fire Protection District are set to sign a joint fire services agreement 
Thursday that officials said would enhance fire protection in the area.

Under the agreement, Encinitas would provide administrative services for the Solana Beach and Del Mar fire departments. 
The Solana Beach Fire Department would keep its deputy fire marshal to provide operational oversight, according to the 
agreement.

The Encinitas Fire Department also would provide Solana Beach a training chief to coordinate training for the department's 
firefighters. Rancho Santa Fe would provide battalion chiefs, who would manage fire captains for the cities of Del Mar, 
Encinitas and Solana Beach.

"It's very much a win-win for everybody," said Solana Beach City Manager David Ott, who also is the city's fire chief.

The agreement, which would last two years, was approved on a unanimous vote Wednesday night by the Solana Beach City 
Council. The two other cities had already approved the agreement, Ott said.

The agreement will cost Solana Beach $205,000 a year, Ott said. However, if the city had to hire personnel to fill the 
positions covered by the agreement, it would cost more than $750,000 a year, Ott said.

Call staff writer Edward Sifuentes at 760-740-3511.
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Officials sign join fire management agreement 

Friday, October 16, 2009 

Elected officials from the cities of Del Mar, Encinitas and 
Solana Beach and the Rancho Santa Fe Fire Protection 
District gathered Oct. 15 to sign a joint fire services 
cooperative agreement. 
 
The officials expect to see long-term financial benefits, an 
improvement in efficiency and reduction in redundancy 
from the agreement. They also hope to develop consistent 
policies and procedures leading to greater interoperability. 
 
 
"I'm extremely proud of how Del Mar and Solana Beach 
have worked together for several years and have 
improved services and saved money for both 
communities," said. 
 
Del Mar Deputy Mayor Richard Earnest on behalf of Mayor 
Crystal Crawford. "This collaboration, which now includes 
Encinitas and the Rancho Santa Fe Fire Protection District, 
took several years to develop, but it's a great example of 
what can be accomplished when we keep talking, keep working, and never give up on creating the right 
solution for our communities."  
 
Through the two-year agreement, which went into effect Thursday, Oct. 15, Encinitas will provide operational 
oversight for Del Mar's emergency services including day-to-day management of fire department operations, 
training, support services and fire prevention support. 
 
Solana Beach has permanent staff overseeing day-to-day operations. Encinitas would provide Solana Beach 
with management of training and support services.  
 
Rancho Santa Fe will provide battalion chief coverage for Encinitas, Del Mar and Solana Beach. 
 
"This is a very significant event for all of our communities and fire agencies. Our Fire District has embraced 
other types of cooperative efforts over the years," said Jim Ashcroft, RSFPD board president. Ashcroft said this 
agreement has been in the works for three years. "This is a win-win for all of our communities," he said. 
 
"The idea for this agreement has technically been in the works since November 12, 1969, when the four 
organizations began sharing ambulance services through the County Service Area No. 17 (CSA-17) - San 
Dieguito Emergency Services District," said Encinitas Mayor Maggie Houlihan. "That original cooperation 
enabled the agencies to adopt common policies dealing with emergency medical situations." 
 
"Local agencies need to be forward thinking in order to provide the quality service the public deserves at a 
reasonable cost and I think this agreement is an excellent example of forward thinking," said Solana Beach 
Mayor Mike Nichols. 
 

From left, Del Mar Deputy Mayor Richard Earnest, Rancho Santa Fe 
Fire Protection District Board President Jim Ashcroft, Encinitas 

Mayor Maggie Houlihan and Solana Beach Mayor Mike Nichols sign 
a joint fire services cooperative agreement on Oct. 15.

Photo by: Courtesy
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From left, Del Mar Deputy Mayor Richard Earnest, Rancho Santa
Fe Fire Protection District Board President Jim Ashcroft, Encinitas

Mayor Maggie Houlihan and Solana Beach Mayor Mike Nichols sign
a joint fire services cooperative agreement on Oct. 15.

Officials sign join fire management agreement
Friday, October 16, 2009

Elected officials from the cities of Del Mar, Encinitas and Solana Beach and
the Rancho Santa Fe Fire Protection District gathered Oct. 15 to sign a joint
fire services cooperative agreement.

The officials expect to see long-term financial benefits, an improvement in
efficiency and reduction in redundancy from the agreement. They also hope
to develop consistent policies and procedures leading to greater
interoperability. 

"I'm extremely proud of how Del Mar and Solana Beach have worked together
for several years and have improved services and saved money for both
communities," said.

Del Mar Deputy Mayor Richard Earnest on behalf of Mayor Crystal Crawford.
"This collaboration, which now includes Encinitas and the Rancho Santa Fe
Fire Protection District, took several years to develop, but it's a great
example of what can be accomplished when we keep talking, keep working,
and never give up on creating the right solution for our communities." 

Through the two-year agreement, which went into effect Thursday, Oct. 15,
Encinitas will provide operational oversight for Del Mar's emergency services including day-to-day management of fire
department operations, training, support services and fire prevention support.

Solana Beach has permanent staff overseeing day-to-day operations. Encinitas would provide Solana Beach with management of
training and support services. 

Rancho Santa Fe will provide battalion chief coverage for Encinitas, Del Mar and Solana Beach.

"This is a very significant event for all of our communities and fire agencies. Our Fire District has embraced other types of
cooperative efforts over the years," said Jim Ashcroft, RSFPD board president. Ashcroft said this agreement has been in the
works for three years. "This is a win-win for all of our communities," he said.

"The idea for this agreement has technically been in the works since November 12, 1969, when the four organizations began
sharing ambulance services through the County Service Area No. 17 (CSA-17) - San Dieguito Emergency Services District," said
Encinitas Mayor Maggie Houlihan. "That original cooperation enabled the agencies to adopt common policies dealing with
emergency medical situations."

"Local agencies need to be forward thinking in order to provide the quality service the public deserves at a reasonable cost and I
think this agreement is an excellent example of forward thinking," said Solana Beach Mayor Mike Nichols.
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Four fire agencies merging managing 
Cities to preserve their own crews 

By Tanya Mannes 
Union-Tribune Staff Writer 

2:00 a.m. October 16, 2009 

NORTH COUNTY — In a step toward consolidation, four North County fire agencies have decided to 
share the cost of a management team to save taxpayers money and provide better service. 

The announcement comes the same week as news that a coalition of East County cities is merging fire 
services. 

Beginning immediately, Encinitas, Del Mar, Solana Beach and the Rancho Santa Fe Fire Protection 
District will share one fire chief and other management positions, such as battalion chiefs. Each area will 
retain its own firefighters. 

The estimated savings is $1.43 million a year for the combined four areas, versus each city having its 
own fire management team, said Encinitas Fire Chief Mark Muir, who will be in charge of all four 
jurisdictions. 

It has taken about two years for the agencies to work out the details. 

“This is an example of what happens when you keep talking, when you keep working, and you never 
give up on creating a solution that will work for each of our communities,” Del Mar Deputy Mayor 
Richard Earnest said. 

Representatives of the agencies signed the historic agreement yesterday in a ceremony at Seaside 
Parking Lot in Encinitas. Encinitas Mayor Maggie Houlihan, Solana Beach Mayor Mike Nichols, 
Rancho Santa Fe district board President James Ashcraft and Earnest said the agreement reduces 
redundancy. 

Encinitas will provide management, and Rancho Santa Fe will provide battalion chiefs for all the areas. 
That will allow Solana Beach to outsource all its fire management except one position. Del Mar will rely 
on the outsourcing. Each agency's cost is calculated on a formula based on population, calls for service, 
geographic area and other factors. 
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The arrangement will provide more consistent service, improved communication and a quicker response 
time for the duty chiefs, Muir said. Encinitas Councilman Jerome Stocks said that if all goes well, the 
agencies might consider merging fire departments entirely. 

Encinitas will save $282,300; Solana Beach, $608,400; Del Mar, $173,600; and Rancho Santa Fe, 
$367,500 compared with the cost of separate management teams, Muir said. 

Positions have already been eliminated by this arrangement. Solana Beach and Del Mar have cooperated 
on fire service for about three years, with Solana Beach City Manager David Ott serving part time as the 
fire chief for both cities. 

El Cajon, La Mesa and Lemon Grove announced this week the sharing of some services and a fire chief 
beginning in January. Officials said the increased coordination will improve services and lead to an 
estimated $560,000 in annual savings. 

Union-Tribune 
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Santa Fe Christian student, 16, dies in crash 

Monday, October 26, 2009 

By Karen Billing 

Just three weeks after Torrey Pines senior Alex Capozza 
died in an accident on La Granada in Rancho Santa Fe, an 
early morning crash claimed the life of Santa Fe Christian 
junior William Wardrip, 16, on San Dieguito Road in 
Fairbanks Ranch. 
 
Rancho Santa Fe Fire Protection District was first on the 
scene in the 17000 block of San Dieguito Road on Sunday, 
Oct. 25, at 3:35 a.m. The single-car crash occurred close 
to the firehouse in Fairbanks Ranch where the vehicle 
went off the roadway on a curve and rolled over. 
 
Upon arrival, the firefighters found one vehicle off the road 
with three occupants outside. A fourth needed to be 
extricated from the car, a 1999 Lexus GL 470 SUV. 
 
The fifth passenger, William, had been ejected from the 
vehicle and was pronounced dead at the scene. The young 
man, a resident of Encinitas, had been riding in the 
backseat and was not wearing a seat belt.  
 
The driver and three other passengers were unhurt but 
were taken to a 
hospital for a precautionary evaluation because of the 
rollover, he said. A dispatcher with the Northcomm fire 
dispatching agency said three were taken to hospitals. 
 
Alcohol and drugs were not deemed factors in the crash 
and it is unknown how fast the vehicle was going when the 
driver, 16, lost control, according to California Highway 
Patrol Officer Eric Newbury. 
 
On Monday morning, mourners brought flowers to the 
crash site, still heavily littered with glass. One friend left a 
rock with a Bible verse written on it. 
 
The roadway was completely closed for about four hours, 
California Highway Patrol Officer Eric Newbury said. 
 
City News Service contributed to this report. 
 

A roadside memorial was set up for 16-year-old William Wardrip, 
who died in an early morning crash in Rancho Santa Fe on 

Sunday.
Photo by: Karen Billing

A Bible verse, written on a rock, was left at the scene of the 
crash.

Photo by: Karen Billing

Karen Billing 
Karen is a writer for the Del Mar Times, Carmel Valley Leader, Rancho Santa Fe Record and Solona Beach 
Sun. Karen can be reached by e-mail. 
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Unbelted teen dies when SUV rolls over 

FOX 5 San Diego Staff 

7:19 AM PDT, October 26, 2009 

Rancho Santa Fe, Calif. 

A teenager was killed and several others injured in a 
single-vehicle traffic accident allegedly caused by a 16
-year-old driver who lost control early Sunday in 
Fairbanks Ranch, authorities said. 
 
The crash happened around 3:30 a.m. in the 17000 
block of San Dieguito Road and resulted in the 
roadway being completely closed for about four hours, 
California Highway Patrol Officer Eric Newbury said. 
 
A 16-year-old boy was driving a 1999 Lexus GL 470 
that went off the roadway on a curve and rolled over, 
Newbury said. 
 
The officer said William Wardrip, a rear-seat 
passenger who wasn't wearing a seat belt, was thrown from the car. The 16-year-old Encinitas 
resident was pronounced dead at the scene. 
 
The driver and three other passengers were unhurt but were taken to a hospital for a precautionary 
evaluation because of the rollover, he said. A dispatcher with the Northcomm fire dispatching agency 
said three were taken to hospitals. 
 
Alcohol or drugs were not factors, and it was unknown how fast the driver was going when he lost 
control of his vehicle, Newbury said. 
 
The crash comes just three weeks after 17-year-old Torrey Pines High School student Alexander 
Michael Capozza died when a speeding car driven by a classmate went out of control and crashed in 
nearby Rancho Santa Fe. 
 
That driver, also 17, is being prosecuted in juvenile court for gross vehicular manslaughter while 
intoxicated and driving under the influence.

Copyright © 2009, KSWB-TV 

  

Page 1 of 1Unbelted teen dies when SUV rolls over - KSWB

10/26/2009http://www.fox5sandiego.com/news/kswb-fairbanks-fatal,0,7115,print.story



<< Back

 

Teen killed in SUV rollover crash in Rancho Santa Fe
Posted: Oct 25, 2009 11:00 AM PDT 
Updated: Oct 26, 2009 7:52 AM PDT 

Authorities said a teenager was killed and several others injured in a single-vehicle 
traffic accident allegedly caused by a 16-year-old driver who lost control early 
Sunday morning in Fairbanks Ranch.

The crash occurred around 3:30 a.m. in the 17000 block of San Dieguito

Road and resulted in the roadway being completely closed for about four hours, 
California Highway Patrol Officer Eric Newbury said.

A 16-year-old boy was driving a 1999 Lexus GL 470 that went off the roadway on a 
curve and rolled over, Newbury said.

The officer said William Wardrip, a rear-seat passenger who wasn't wearing a seat belt, was thrown from the car. The 16-
year-old Encinitas resident was pronounced dead at the scene.

The driver and three other passengers were unhurt but were taken to a hospital for a precautionary evaluation because of 
the rollover, he said. A dispatcher with the Northcomm fire dispatching agency said three were taken to hospitals.

Alcohol or drugs were not factors, and it was unknown how fast the driver was going when he lost control of his vehicle, 
Newbury said.

The crash comes just three weeks after 17-year-old Torrey Pines High School student Alexander Michael Capozza died 
when a speeding car driven by a classmate went out of control and crashed in nearby Rancho Santa Fe.

That driver, also 17, is being prosecuted in juvenile court for gross vehicular manslaughter while intoxicated and driving 
under the influence.

All content © Copyright 2000 - 2009 WorldNow and 
Midwest Television, Inc. All Rights Reserved. 
For more information on this site, please read our Privacy 
Policy and Terms of Service.
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10News.com
Teen Killed In Fairbanks Ranch Rollover Crash

William Wardrip, 16, Died In Crash
POSTED: 11:11 am PDT October 25, 2009

UPDATED: 8:38 am PDT October 26, 2009

SAN DIEGO -- A teenager was killed and several others injured in a single-vehicle traffic accident 
allegedly caused by a 16-year-old driver who lost control Sunday in Fairbanks Ranch, authorities said.

The crash happened around 3:30 a.m. in the 17000 block of San Dieguito Road and resulted in the roadway 
being completely closed for about four hours, California Highway Patrol Officer Eric Newbury said.

A 16-year-old boy was driving a 1999 Lexus GL 470 that went off the roadway on a curve and rolled over, 
Newbury said.

The officer said William Wardrip, a rear-seat passenger who wasn't wearing a seat belt, was thrown from 
the car. The 16-year-old Encinitas resident was pronounced dead at the scene.

The driver and three other passengers were unhurt but were taken to a hospital for a precautionary 
evaluation because of the rollover, he said. A dispatcher with the Northcomm fire dispatching agency said 
three were taken to hospitals.

Alcohol or drugs were not factors, and it was unknown how fast the driver was going when he lost control 
of his vehicle, Newbury said.

The crash comes just three weeks after 17-year-old Torrey Pines High School student Alexander Michael 
Capozza died when a speeding car driven by a classmate went out of control and crashed in nearby Rancho 
Santa Fe.

That driver, also 17, is being prosecuted in juvenile court for gross vehicular manslaughter while intoxicated 
and driving under the influence. 

Copyright 2009 by 10News.com. City News Service contributed to this report. All rights reserved. This material may not be published, 
broadcast, rewritten or redistributed.
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Encinitas Teen Killed in Crash 

A teenager is dead after the car he was in rolled 

By JACQUES SPITZER 

Updated 10:08 AM PDT, Mon, Oct 26, 2009 

 

Students arriving to Santa Fe Christian in Solana Beach showed up Monday morning grieving the loss of 
a classmate in a car crash over the weekend. 

William Wardrip, 16, was killed and three others were injured in Fairbanks Ranch after the car they 
were in went off the roadway on a curve and rolled over. 

The crash happened around 3:30 a.m. Sunday in the 17000 block of San Dieguito Road, according to the 
California Highway Patrol. 

Officers said Wardrip was seated in the back and was not wearing a seat belt when he was thrown from 
the car and died at the scene.  Wardrip lived with his parents in Encinitas. The junior played football and 
lacross for Santa Fe Christian. 
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William Wardrip  

Teenager Killed in SUV Crash 

 
WATCH 

Teenager Killed in SUV Crash 

Following an assembly Monday at 8 a.m., the football coach and Waldrip's teammates will have a prayer 
session. 

Classes for the upper school, grades 9 through 12, were canceled Monday. 

San Dieguito Road was closed for about four hours for an investigation, according to the California 
Highway Patrol. A 16-year-old boy was driving the 1999 Lexus GL 470.  Officers said alcohol or drugs 
were not factors. 

The crash comes just three weeks after Alex Capozza, 17, died when a speeding car driven by a 
classmate at Torrey Pines High School crashed in nearby Rancho Santa Fe. 

First Published: Oct 25, 2009 4:14 PM PDT 

 
 
 
Find this article at:  
http://www.nbcsandiego.com/news/local-beat/Encinitas-Teen-Killed-in-Crash-65951982.html 
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RANCHO SANTA FE: Encinitas teen dies in solo-vehicle crash 
By SARAH GORDON - sgordon@nctimes.com | Posted: Sunday, October 25, 2009 10:20 pm

An Encinitas 16-year-old died early Sunday after the teenage driver of the car he was in lost control on a curvy Fairbanks 
Ranch road.

The medical examiner's office identified the boy as William Wardrip. Prep sports reports and friends on the Internet identified 
him as a student at Santa Fe Christian High School in Solana Beach.

The teen was one of four young passengers in a 1999 Lexus GL 470 with a newly licensed 16-year-old boy behind the wheel, 
California Highway Patrol Officer Eric Newbury said. The car was going west in the 17000 block of San Dieguito Road in 
Rancho Santa Fe about 3:35 a.m. when the driver failed to negotiate a curve and crossed into eastbound lanes before hitting 
an asphalt curb, Newbury said. The car rolled over numerous times.

William, who was in the back seat and not wearing a seat belt, was thrown out of the car, Newbury said. The boy was 
pronounced dead at the scene.

Firefighters had to free one teen who was trapped in the wreckage. Newbury said the four survivors appeared to be uninjured 
but were taken to the hospital as a precaution.

The road was closed for about four hours for an investigation, Newbury said. Neither drugs nor alcohol is believed to have 
been a factor in the crash.

He did not say whether any charges were expected. The 16-year-old driver was apparently violating the terms of his 
provisional driver's license.

For a year after getting a license, California drivers younger than 18 cannot give friends younger than 20 a ride or be on the 
road between 11 p.m. and 5 a.m. unless they are accompanied by a licensed driver older than 25.

Sunday's crash came less than a month after a teen driver wrecked his car on a windy Rancho Santa Fe Road, killing fellow 
Torrey Pines High senior Alex Capozza, 17, the CHP said.

In that case, the car's 17-year-old driver was charged with driving under the influence and vehicular manslaughter.

Call staff writer Sarah Gordon at 760-740-3517.

NBC 7/39 video: Santa Fe Christian student mourned
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Will Wardrip 

 

Teen Dies in Fairbanks Ranch Rollover Crash; Victim ID'd 

 

Contributor: San Diego 6 News Team  
Email: newstips@sandiego6.com  
Last Update: 7:59 am 

RANCHO SANTA FE - A teenager was killed and several 
others injured in a single-car traffic accident in Fairbanks 
Ranch Sunday. 
 
A passenger was thrown from the SUV and killed, 16-year-old 
William Wardrip of Encinitas.  The teen, known as Will, was a 
student at Santa Fe Christian High School in Solana Beach 
where he played on the football team.   
 
Wardrip was a in the rear seat of the SUV and not wearing a 
seat belt, according to California Highway Patrol officer Eric 
Newbury.   
 
Investigators think he was in the third seat or possibly the 
cargo area at the time of the crash.  Wardrip was thrown from 
the vehicle and it rolled over on him. 
 
The crash happened around 3:30 a.m. in the 17000 block of 
San Dieguito Road (map A) and resulted in the roadway 
being completely closed for about four hours. 
 
Another 16-year-old male was driving the 1999 Lexus GL 
470, lost control of the SUV, went off the roadway on a curve 
and rolled over, Newbury said. 
 
The driver and three other passengers, all believed to be Sata Fe Christian students,  were 
unhurt but were taken to a hospital for a precautionary evaluation because of the rollover, he 
said.  
 
Alcohol or drugs were not factors, and it was unknown how fast the driver was going when he 
lost control of his vehicle, Newbury said. 
 
The crash comes just three weeks after 17-year-old Torrey Pines High School student Alex 
Capozza died when a speeding car driven by a classmate went out of control and crashed in 
nearby Rancho Santa Fe (map B). 
 
That driver, also 17, is being prosecuted in juvenile court for gross vehicular manslaughter 
while intoxicated and driving under the influence. 
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Teen riding with new driver dies in crash 
By Craig Gustafson, Jose Luis Jiménez and Debbi Baker 
UNION-TRIBUNE STAFF WRITERS 

2:00 a.m. October 26, 2009 

 

William Wardrip 

FAIRBANKS RANCH — A 16-year-old Encinitas boy who was a starting safety for the Santa Fe 
Christian High School football team was killed in a crash early yesterday morning in Fairbanks Ranch. 

William Wardrip, a rear-seat passenger, died in the single-vehicle crash on San Dieguito Road near 
Circa del Norte about 3:30 a.m., the San Diego County Medical Examiner's Office said. 

The driver, who had recently received his license, was heading west in a sport utility vehicle when he 
lost control on a curve, crossed into the eastbound lane, hit a curb and rolled several times, California 
Highway Patrol spokesman Eric Newbury said. 

William was the only person in the 1999 Lexus GL470 not wearing a seat belt; he was thrown from the 
SUV, Newbury said. The driver and three other passengers, all younger than 18, were not injured but 
were taken to a hospital as a precaution. 

Authorities said alcohol and drugs were not a factor in the crash. The CHP said the SUV was traveling at 

 

An SUV came to rest here after rolling over 
yesterday, killing a teen. (Eduardo Contreras / Union-
Tribune) -
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an unknown speed. Just before the curve is an electronic speed sign that would have told the driver how 
fast the SUV was going. 

Santa Fe Christian head football coach Nick Ruscetta said William and his friends made a “huge error in 
judgment” by being out so late. But Ruscetta also said they were involved in nothing more serious than 
throwing water balloons and toilet paper at friends' houses. 

“You could not say a bad word about William,” Ruscetta said. “William embodied what our team is all 
about: small but with a big heart.” 

The crash occurred about 11 hours after Santa Fe Christian won its seventh straight game of the season, 
a 33-13 victory over El Cajon's Christian High School on Saturday afternoon. William, a junior, played 
on both sides of the ball, starting at right guard and strong safety, and made several tackles in the home 
game in Solana Beach. 

More than 150 students, friends and family members visited the Wardrip home yesterday after hearing 
the news. 

Eric Wardrip, William's father, called his son a “great kid” and said the family is in shock. 

“If he had a seat belt on he'd still be with us,” Wardrip said. “It's a senseless thing. We're just devastated 
by it and happy to have the support of our family and friends at this time.” 

Eric Wardrip, an anesthesiologist, directed all questions about the circumstances of the crash to 
authorities. 

New drivers younger than 18 are issued provisional licenses for the first 12 months that prohibit them 
from carrying passengers younger than 20 unless accompanied by a parent or guardian. Additionally, 
they are prohibited from driving between the hours of 11 p.m. and 5 a.m. 

Newbury said 65 percent of all vehicular teenage fatalities happen when another teenager is driving. 

Skid marks at the crash scene showed the trajectory of the SUV before it rolled over, and shards of glass 
and pieces of a broken taillight remained on the side of the road. Smashed trees marked where the Lexus 
came to rest in an area known for its expensive homes. 

This is the second incident this month in which a teenage passenger was killed in an early-morning 
crash. 

On Oct. 4, Alex Capozza, 17, a senior at Torrey Pines High School, was in a car with a group of friends 
when the driver lost control on a winding road in Rancho Santa Fe about 1:30 a.m. Capozza was thrown 
from the car and died at the scene. 

Investigators said the 17-year-old driver in the Rancho Santa Fe crash had been drinking and his blood-
alcohol level was 0.10 percent an hour after the crash. That exceeds the 0.08 percent legal limit for adult 
drivers in California. He has been charged with one count of vehicular manslaughter with gross 
negligence while intoxicated and two counts of drunken driving causing injury. 

Yesterday, William Wardrip's football teammate and close friend Henry Johnson said William was the 
best friend anybody could ever ask for. 
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“He could always, always cheer you up,” Henry said. “He would always back you up. I feel like a lot of 
my support is gone and I'm never going to be able to replace it. But I do know he is in a better place.” 

In addition to his father, William Wardrip is survived by his mother, Sara; his brother, Edward, who 
attends New York University; and his younger sister, Elizabeth. 

Union-Tribune 

Craig Gustafson: (619) 293-1399;  
Jose Luis Jiménez: (619) 293-1865;  
Debbi Baker: (619) 293-1710;  

 
 
 
Find this article at:  
http://www3.signonsandiego.com/stories/2009/oct/26/teen-riding-new-driver-dies-crash 

 

 Check the box to include the list of links referenced in the article.  

 
 

Page 3 of 3Teen riding with new driver dies in crash - SignOnSanDiego.com

10/26/2009http://signonsandiego.printthis.clickability.com/pt/cpt?action=cpt&title=Teen+riding+wit...






