


REGION: 9 North County fire crews still fighting L.A. fire 
the North County Times | Posted: Wednesday, September 2, 2009 5:35 pm

Five North County fire engine crews have returned from working the Station Fire outside Los Angeles, though nine engine 
crews are still battling the blaze, according to North County Fire Communications dispatchers.

The returning crews are from fire departments in Oceanside, Camp Pendleton and Deer Springs. They had been providing 
structure protection, dispatchers said.

Seven of the nine engines still out are brush engines, which are typically shorter than their urban counterparts, have four-
wheel drive, rugged suspension and higher wheel clearance for off-road maneuverability.

Those seven are from fire departments or districts in Fallbrook, Rancho Santa Fe, Vista, San Marcos and Escondido, 
dispatchers said. The other two are regular or urban engines from Rancho Santa Fe and Fallbrook.

Numerous engines and personnel from Riverside County have been sent to battle the Station Fire and another wildfire in San 
Bernardino County, said Capt. Fernando Herrera, spokesman for the Riverside County Fire Department.

The Murrieta Fire Department sent two fire engines and several personnel to the same fires a week ago, said Stephanie Smith, 
spokeswoman for that department.
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10News.com
Deputy: Son Who Choked Mom Shot By Dad With Shotgun

POSTED: 7:53 am PDT September 8, 2009

UPDATED: 12:31 pm PDT September 8, 2009

RANCHO SANTA FE -- A Rancho Santa Fe resident 
fatally shot his adult son after the younger man broke into 
his parents' home on Labor Day and choked his mother, 
authorities said Tuesday.

The domestic shooting in the 17000 block of Via Recanto 
was reported about 6:30 p.m. Monday, sheriff's Lt. Julie 
Sutton said.

Medics took the homeowners' son to a trauma center, where 
he was pronounced dead from shotgun wounds, a sheriff's 
spokeswoman said. His name was not immediately available.

Homicide detectives were at the shooting scene Tuesday afternoon, questioning witnesses and documenting 
evidence.

Copyright 2009 by City News Service. All rights reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed.
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Father Shot Son in RSF Mansion: Deputies 
By R. STICKNEY 

Updated 2:46 PM PDT, Tue, Sep 8, 2009 

 

An elderly millionaire killed his 40-year-old son in apparent self defense after the son, armed with two 
gallons of gasoline, attacked his mother, authorities said. 

The son was airlifted from his parents' sprawling estate at 17380 Via Recanto yesterday after being shot 
in the leg with a shotgun, San Diego County Sheriff's Deputies said. He died today at Scripps Hospital, 
La Jolla. 

Deputies originally identified the son as James A. Blackmore but corrected that information as of 2 p.m. 
Tuesday, after the San Diego county medical examiner identified the son as Thomas Blackmore. 

Thomas Blackmore showed up at his parents' Rancho Santa Fe estate yesterday afternoon and attacked 
his elderly mother, Sheriff's Lieutenant Dennis Brugos said. She fought him off, and the younger 
Blackmore attacked his father, who had armed himself with a shotgun. The father, identified as Allen 
Blackmore, shot his son once in the leg. 
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Rancho Santa Fe Mansion Shooting 

The Thomas Blackmore had a history of mental illness and alcohol addiction, Brugos said. He was 
detained last Friday by sheriff's detectives after he threatened to kill himself in text messages to family 
and friends. Brugos says Blackmore was sent to a psychiatric ward, where he was held for 72 hours. 

Blackmore parked two blocks from his parents' estate, and carried a two-gallon container of gasoline to 
the house. Deputies do not know what prompted the attack. 

Homicide investigators were at the Blackmore's mansion Tuesday morning.  

First Published: Sep 8, 2009 11:22 AM PDT 
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RANCHO SANTA FE: Man allegedly shot by father dies 
SARAH GORDON - sgordon@nctimes.com | Posted: Tuesday, September 8, 2009 2:20 pm

RANCHO SANTA FE ---- A 40-year-old man who died Tuesday after being shot by his elderly father the day before recently 
had been released from psychiatric hospitalization when he allegedly went to his parents' home in a violent rage, attacking his 
mother and charging his father, a sheriff's homicide lieutenant said.

James Blackmore, a married San Diego resident with children, died early Tuesday morning at Scripps Memorial Hospital, La 
Jolla, Lt. Denis Brugos said. Blackmore was rushed to the hospital on Labor Day after his father, Allen Blackmore, shot him 
once in the leg with a rifle at the elder Blackmore's sprawling estate in Rancho Santa Fe, Brugos said.

The younger Blackmore had struggled with alcoholism and depression for years, and had been hospitalized for psychiatric 
observation over the weekend after threatening suicide in Encinitas on Friday, Brugos said.

On Monday, about 6:30 p.m., Blackmore parked a quarter-mile from his parents' home on Via Recanto, an exclusive private 
road not far from the Rancho Santa Fe Golf Course, and walked to the house, carrying a 2-gallon can of gasoline, Brugos 
said. The lieutenant said it was not clear what Blackmore planned.

When his elderly mother answered the door, Blackmore immediately grabbed and assaulted her, Brugos said. She managed to 
break away, and in the meantime, Allen Blackmore went to get a shotgun, the lieutenant said.

When the elder Blackmore returned with the gun, his son quickly charged him, Brugos said. The father fired once, striking 
Blackmore in the femoral artery, he said.

Allen Blackmore immediately administered first aid; his wife called 911. Brugos did not immediately know Mrs. Blackmore's 
first name. She was not injured in the attack, he said.

Homicide detectives were at the home investigating Tuesday morning. Brugos said the Blackmores, their adult daughter and a 
priest were also at the house.

The lieutenant he did not expect to make any arrests, because he said the investigation so far shows that Allen Blackmore 
feared for his own and his wife's lives when he shot his son.

However, the District Attorney's office will review the case and determine whether charges are appropriate, he said.

Call staff writer Sarah Gordon at 760-740-3517.
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Father fatally shoots son who attacked mother 
By Debbi Baker 
Union-Tribune Staff Writer 

1:09 p.m. September 8, 2009 

RANCHO SANTA FE – A father fatally shot his son to death Monday after the son broke into his 
parents' home and began to choke his mother, authorities said. 

Deputies were called to the home on Via Recanto off San Elijo Avenue at 6:30 p.m. after reports of 
some kind of family disturbance, sheriff's Lt. Julie Sutton said. 

When they arrived they found the son suffering from a gunshot wound. He was taken to a hospital where 
he later died, Sutton said. 

Homicide detectives are investigating. No further details have been released. 

Debbi Baker: (619) 293-1710;  
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Father shoots son to save wife from attack in Rancho Santa Fe
Posted: Sep 08, 2009 4:51 PM PDT 
Updated: Sep 09, 2009 12:48 AM PDT 

A man shot his adult son with a shotgun after the son broke into his parents' 
Rancho Santa Fe home and choked his mother, a sheriff's deputy said today.

Deputies were called to a home in the 17000 block of Via Recanto around 6:30 
p.m. Monday, San Diego County sheriff's Lt. Julie Sutton said.   

Detectives say Tom Blackmore had only been out of the County's Mental Health 
facility a few hours - when he showed up at his parents Rancho Santa Fe home.

"He was here unannounced, his mother opened the door, he assaulted her and 
there was a struggle that ensued. The father got a gun and shot his son," San Diego Sheriff's Homicide Division Lt. Dennis 
Brugos said.

Allen Blackmore immediately administered first aid to his son while his wife called 911. Tom Blackmore was flown to 
Scripps La Jolla, where he died early Tuesday morning.

"Apparently there's been a strained relationship with Mr. Blackmore and his parents, probably due in part because within 
the last week Mr. Blackmore was hospitalized concerning mental stability," Lt. Brugos said.

Detectives say Blackmore recently tried to commit suicide, but was saved by sheriff's deputies. As for why he showed up 
at his parents' house Monday night, detectives aren't sure but they say the evidence points to trouble.

"They also found a two-gallon container of gasoline by the door and the car was a quarter mile from here, so he hiked in 
with the two-gallon container of gasoline," Lt. Brugos said.

Detectives say Tom Blackmore had a history of alcohol abuse and had been in and out rehab multiple times. The 40-year-
old was also a successful commercial real estate agent, husband and father.

His mom Maureen was not seriously injured in the assault. It was uncertain if Allen Blackmore would face charges.

All content © Copyright 2000 - 2009 WorldNow and 
Midwest Television, Inc. All Rights Reserved. 
For more information on this site, please read our Privacy 
Policy and Terms of Service.
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