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Bicyclist hurt in crash with SUV
By Karen Kucher, UNION-TRIBUNE STAFF WRITER
Tuesday, August 3, 2010 at 11:41 a.m.
NORTH COUNTY — A bicyclist and a motorist were injured Monday after the 17-year-old driver of an
SUV lost control of her vehicle and rolled it several times, striking the 29-year-old bicyclist in the
process, authorities said.
The crash was reported around 3:14 p.m. near the intersection of Camino del Norte and Dove Canyon
Road in 4S Ranch.
Firefighters from the Rancho Santa Fe Fire Protection District responded to the accident and transported
the girl and the woman to the hospital for evaluation. The extent of their injuries wasn’t released.
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RANCHO BERNARDO: Crash injures bicyclist, motorist
By EDWARD SIFUENTES - esifuentes@nctimes.com | Posted: Tuesday, August 3, 2010 3:37 pm
RANCHO BERNARDO ---- Two people were injured in a crash between an SUV and a bicycle Monday afternoon,
according to authorities.
The crash occurred when a 17-year-old girl lost control of the SUV she was driving and rolled it several times, hitting a
bicyclist in the process, said Julie Taber, a spokeswoman for the Rancho Santa Fe Fire Protection District.
The crash happened at the intersection of Camino del Norte and Dover Canyon Road in 4S Ranch shortly after 3 p.m., she
said.
The driver of the SUV and the 29-year-old woman on the bicycle were taken to Palomar Medical Center for treatment. No
details on the extent of their injuries were immediately available.
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Many crews scheduled for high-rise fire drill
By UNION-TRIBUNE
Thursday, August 5, 2010 at midnight
ESCONDIDO — Crews from 15 agencies are expected to participate in a high-rise fire drill Saturday at
the Palomar Medical Center West construction site.
What makes this fire drill unusual is the number of agencies involved, said Palomar Pomerado Health
spokesman Andy Hoang. The hospital district is expecting about 100 people participating in the drill, for
which the Escondido Fire Department is the lead agency.
This is the second high-rise fire drill at the hospital construction site, south of state Route 78. A drill in
January involved firefighters from Escondido and San Marcos.
Agencies have sought out this site, Hoang said. There’s nothing of this magnitude — 11 stories with
open steel beams and elevator shafts — in the area for drills.
The drills will start about 10 a.m., with crews scaling and rappelling the steel beams of the new hospital
with dummy patients.
The hospital, in the city’s Research and Technology Center, is expected to open in early 2012, Hoang
said.
The participating agencies are: Escondido, Vista, Oceanside, San Pasqual Reservation, Encinitas,
Rincon, Pauma Reservation, Pala, National City, Ramona, Camp Pendleton and Elfin Forest/Harmony
Grove fire departments; Rancho Santa Fe Fire Protection District; Cal Fire; and North County Fire
Protection District.
— MICHELLE BREIER
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ESCONDIDO: Highrise fire drill
Posted: Saturday, August 7, 2010 8:54 pm
Capt. Dave McQuead, right, looks up as he and other firefighters train Saturday in an exercise on the sixth floor of the new
Palomar-Pomerado Hospital under construction in Escondido. Fifteen fire department agencies and about 100 personnel
participated in the mock fire training exercise.
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By Union-Tribune
Saturday, August 21, 2010 at 6 a.m.

Veteran firefighter Michel will be next Rancho Santa Fe fire chief
RANCHO SANTA FE SOLANA BEACH POWAY CARLSBAD FALLBROOK ESCONDIDO — The
Rancho Santa Fe fire department is getting a new chief.
Tony Michel will take over as chief of the Rancho Santa Fe Fire Protection District once current Chief
Nick Pavone retires Oct. 31.
Michel started with the department in 1983 as a cadet firefighter. He has since held several positions,
including captain and deputy fire marshal. He is currently in the final stages of earning a bachelor’s in
fire administration from Cogswell College. Pavone, who began with the department in 1979, has been
fire chief since 2005.
The district, formed in 1946, consists of four fire stations and serves Rancho Santa Fe and 4S Ranch, an
area of 42 square miles.
Jonathan Horn • U-T

Fletcher Cove Park to be theater for Beach Blanket Movie Night
The sixth annual Beach Blanket Movie Night is set for 6 p.m. Aug. 28 at Fletcher Cove Park in Solana
Beach. The free event begins with a musical performance by Archie Thompson and The Tidesman,
followed by two films. Claymation characters Wallace & Gromit are up first in the award-winning film
“The Wrong Trousers.” The feature presentation will be “180° South.”
That morning, the Solana Beach lifeguards host their third annual Grom-o-rama surf competition from 7
a.m. to 1 p.m. for participants between the ages of 7 and 17. The entrance fee is $25. For more
information, call (858) 720-4444.
Jonathan Horn • U-T

Member of the Luiseño tribe will teach class on basket weaving
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A Native American woman will teach a basket weaving class at the Kumeyaay-Ipai Interpretive Center
at 8:30 a.m. today.
The teacher, Diania Caudell, is a member of the California Indian Basket Makers Association and part
of the Luiseño tribe. The class costs $40 and has a $10 materials fee.
The Interpretive Center is in Poway at 13104 Ipai Waaypuk Trail. Organizers said walk-ins are
welcome.
NATHAN SCHARN • U-T

Candidates for mayor to meet in first forum before election
Carlsbad’s mayoral candidates will face off Tuesday in the first of several forums leading up to the Nov.
2 election.
The Carlsbad Republican Women Federated will host its mayoral candidate forum after a social hour
and luncheon that begins at 11 a.m. at the Hilton Garden Inn, 6450 Carlsbad Blvd.
Glenn Bernard, Keith Blackburn, Matt Hall and Walt Meier are seeking to fill the council’s head seat
held by longtime Mayor Claude “Bud” Lewis, who is not seeking re-election. Blackburn and Hall are
council members, while Bernard has run for council and mayor several times since 1990. Tickets for the
luncheon are $25. Reservations can be made by calling (760) 434-6478 or by e-mail at bevy17@att.net.
AARON BURGIN • U-T

Land Conservancy Trail Council holding workshop at reserve
The Fallbrook Land Conservancy’s Trail Council will host a workshop at noon today at Fallbrook
Community Center, 341 Heald Lane. Topics include trail maintenance, enforcement of rules, how to
avoid safety hazards and volunteer opportunities at the Santa Margarita Reserve and Sandia Creek
Trailhead. (760) 731-3909 or (760) 731-9441.
TRIVENI SHESHADRI • U-T

Bike ride will promote efforts to beautify creek and trail
A bicycle ride to promote the Escondido Creek Vision Plan will be held at 10 a.m. today.
The route from Grape Day Park to Mayflower Dog Park is about three miles each way. All ages and
skill levels are encouraged to participate. Riders should wear helmets and bring water.
Escondido Creek Trail follows the course of the creek channel through the center of the city.
A team of graduate landscape architect students from Cal Poly Pomona spent several months developing
a plan to beautify the Escondido Creek and trail area.
For more information, go online to revealthecreek.com or escondidocreek.org.
MICHELLE BREIER • U-T
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Cielo, 4S Ranch, Bel Etage, Salviati,
Savenna, The Bridges, Crosby and
The Lakes Are Shelter In Place
Communities
POSTED: 7:47 pm PDT August 25, 2010
UPDATED: 7:56 pm PDT August 25, 2010

SAN DIEGO -- In eight newer developments in North
County, families have the shelter in place option to stay
during a brush fire, but one critic is calling it a potential
death trap.

More

When Shaunna Salzetti redesigned the landscaping for her
Cielo home, she had to meet strict fire guidelines.
"I think the biggest deal with landscaping was the requirement with the trees," said Salzetti. "We had to
plant the trees in groups of three."
Every plant, shrub and tree had to pass a fire district inspection.
"The cypress trees... they call 'roman candles' so they had to be at least 30 feet away from the structure,"
said Salzetti.
Cielo is one of eight North County neighborhoods specifically built to be shelter in place communities. The
others are 4S Ranch, Bel Etage, Salviati, Savenna, The Bridges, Crosby and The Lakes.
"Our shelter in place is unique because you could stay and survive," said Cliff Hunter, the fire marshal for
the Rancho Santa Fe Fire Protection District where all 2,400 shelter in place homes are located.
"It gives the homeowner a choice, in a fire, if they see one coming, do I stay or do I go," said Hunter.
During the last fire storm, not one shelter in place home was lost and only one 4S Rancho house was
damaged.
But shelter in place is not without critics.
"It's a fool's errand to think you can make this work," said critic Bruce Tebbs from the Deer Springs Fire
District.
He said developers use shelter in place to get dense housing projects approved in areas difficult to evacuate.
"They cannot get the projects through following the state fire code," said Tebbs.
He said unpredictable wildfires are likely to cause panicked people to flee their homes too late when it is the
most dangerous.
"This is the only county in America to my knowledge where they allow that," said Tebbs.
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