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RANCHO SANTA FE

Ceremony marks groundbreaking for $4.5 
million fire station project 
By Union-Tribune 

Originally published July 3, 2010 at 10 p.m., updated July 4, 2010 at 12:03 a.m. 

RANCHO SANTA FE — Firefighters stationed in double-wide trailers are now closer to getting into a 
more permanent residence after a groundbreaking ceremony for a new fire station Thursday. 

The new Station 3, which is one of four stations in the Rancho Santa Fe Fire Protection District, will 
cost about $4.5 million and will be completed in May 2011, Fire Chief Nick Pavone said. 

The firefighters moved to the trailers after the demolition of the old station, which was built in 1984 and 
did not meet earthquake standards. “The older (fire) engine barely fit in the station anymore,” Pavone 
said. 

Plans call for the new building, at 6424 El Apajo, to be two stories and nearly 11,000 square feet. 

It will be equipped with one fire engine, one brush engine and three firefighters daily. 

The majority of the project will be paid for through a tax on new development. 
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Dog saves lives in suspected arson fire 
 

ENCINITAS — The canine has long been considered “man’s best friend,” but one dog raised 
the standards on what that description really means. 
 
Thanks to Zed, a 7-year-old golden retriever, at least two people escaped harm during an early 
morning fire July 26 in the 900 block of Regal Road. “ He just kept barking and causing 
commotion telling me to ‘get up,’” said Zed’s owner James Booth.  
 
When Booth went outside to investigate at his dog’s urgings he saw a woman setting fire to one 
of the automobiles in the nearby carport of his duplex that houses two units. “It’s a good thing 
Zed woke me up because he saved some lives, “Booth said. “He’s the hero in this story.” 
 
However, Booth deserves some credit despite his modesty. The native Australian who moved 
into the unit just three months ago apprehended the suspected arsonist who was standing near 
the flames watching the fire reek havoc on the structure. 
 
According to reports from witnesses who do not wish to be identified, a woman was seen 
pouring a liquid on one of the vehicles at the scene and setting it aflame. Booth was able to hold 
the woman until the Sherriff’s Department arrived and arrested the suspect who was reportedly 
intoxicated. 
 
Nancy Lee Ellis, 64, is being held at the Las Colinas Detention Facility on charges of arson on a 
$75,000 bail. While no official motive was given as to why the petite woman would allegedly 
turn to arson, someone close to the situation who did not wish to be identified suspected 
jealously and anger. “We all get mad at people but we don’t torch people’s cars,” the person 
said. 
 
In fact, the longtime owners of the property, Robert Small and Mike Ikeda, said they were 
mystified as to what would motivate someone to allegedly endanger so many lives. The modest 
duplex is separated only by a driveway from other duplexes and could have easily spread 
without the quick actions of Zed and his owner Booth.  
 
“The sad part of this is that it’s so unnecessary,” Small said as he looked at the charred remains 
of the structure he has owned for 25 years. “For something so patently evil to occur is 
incomprehensible.” The North County resident shook his head in disbelief. “I’ll be OK, but my 
tenants have to now go stay with friends and try to carry on with their lives.” 
 
Marianne LaPiedra has lived in one of the duplex units for nearly 20 years. Her BMW was the 
first car to be set on fire. Booth’s unit, situated closest to the carport, sustained fire and smoke 
damage as well. 
 
The blaze was reported at approximately 1:45 a.m. and was extinguished some 30 minutes 
later according to Rancho Santa Fe Fire Protection District Battalion Chief Jim Sturtevant. 
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When firefighters arrived at the duplex, LaPiedra’s BMW, Booth’s pickup truck and the entire 
carport they were parked under were engulfed in flames he said. 
 
The fire was also beginning to spread to the front of the home and the roof.  
 
Approximately 25 firefighters from Encinitas, Carlsbad, Solana Beach and Rancho Santa Fe 
battled the fire. 
 
But in the end, Zed is the one who comes out as the “true hero.” Taking his charred doggie toy 
from a pile of rubble, he bounced back into the house the day after the fire as if everything were 
normal. “We’re just going to keep going and be glad Zed was there to save us,” Booth said.  
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10News.com
Arson Suspect Arrested After Car Set On Fire

No One Injured In Fire On Regal Road 
In Encinitas
POSTED: 6:52 am PDT July 26, 2010

UPDATED: 12:19 pm PDT July 26, 2010

ENCINITAS, Calif. -- Fire was set to a vehicle inside a carport 
attached to an home in Encinitas early Monday and the 
suspected arsonist was arrested, authorities said.

The non-injury fire in the 900 block of Regal Road was reported 
at 1:37 a.m., a North County Fire Protection District dispatcher 
said. A damage estimate is pending.

A woman believed to have started the blaze was arrested a short 
time later in the area, according to Lt. Mike Munsey of the San 
Diego County Sheriff's Department.

No other details were immediately released.

Copyright 2010 by City News Service. All rights reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed.

 

Video: Woman Arrested In 
Connection To Arson Fire

 

Page 1 of 1Arson Suspect Arrested After Car Set On Fire - Print This Story News Story - KGTV San...

7/26/2010http://www.10news.com/print/24392809/detail.html



The North County Times - Californian

ENCINITAS: Woman arrested following carport fire 
North County Times wire services | Posted: Monday, July 26, 2010 9:33 am

Fire was set to a vehicle inside a carport attached to an home in Encinitas early Monday and the suspected arsonist was 
arrested, authorities said.

The non-injury fire in the 900 block of Regal Road was reported at 1:37 a.m., a North County Fire Protection District 
dispatcher said. A damage estimate was pending.

A woman believed to have started the blaze was arrested a short time later in the area, according to Lt. Mike Munsey of the 
San Diego County Sheriff's Department.

No other details were immediately released.
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Vehicles destroyed in Encinitas arson fire 
By Debbi Baker, UNION-TRIBUNE STAFF WRITER 

Monday, July 26, 2010 at 6:57 a.m. 

ENCINITAS — Sheriff’s deputies took a woman into custody after an arson fire destroyed two vehicles 
and a carport early Monday morning. The two-alarm blaze at the home on Regal Road near Briggs Avenue 
was reported about 1:40 a.m. and was out about 2:10 a.m., Rancho Santa Fe Fire Protection District 
Battalion Chief Jim Sturtevant said. 

When firefighters arrived at the duplex a BMW, a pickup truck and the carport they were parked under 
were fully involved in flames, Sturtevant said. 

The fire was also beginning to spread to the front of the home. 

Some 25 firefighters from Encinitas, Carlsbad, Solana Beach and Rancho Santa Fe attacked the fire and 
kept it from spreading. 

Hot smoke charred the attic of the home and a Mercedes-Benz parked in the driveway was slightly 
damaged, Sturtevant said. 

Investigators said the Mercedes appears to belong to a woman, believed to be in her late 50s to 60s, who 
was detained for questioning. Neighbors told investigators they saw her place some type of accelerant on 
the hood of the BMW seconds before the fire began, Sturtevant said 

No injuries were reported and no other homes were scorched. A damage estimate is still being determined. 

The name of the woman in custody has not been released. A motive for the arson has not been disclosed. 

Debbi Baker: (619) 293-1710; debbi.baker@uniontrib.com
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