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RANCHO SANTA FE, Calif. -- A 21-year-old Camp Pendleton Marine was in police custody Friday on 
suspicion of causing the county's only fatal, drunken driving crash on New Year's Day.

Quintin Garza III of Oceanside was arrested on suspicion of drunken driving Thursday morning after he 
allegedly caused a two-car crash that killed a 29-year-old father of a newborn baby girl, according to the 
California Highway Patrol.

Guadencio Reyes-Guaintana of San Marcos was killed after his vehicle and another vehicle driven by Garza 
both veered off El Camino Real at La Orilla, on the western edge of Rancho Santa Fe, shortly before 5 a.m. 
Thursday, according to a North County Fire Protection District dispatcher and the San Diego County 
medical examiner's Office.

According to the medical examiner's Web site, Reyes-Guaintana's 2001 GMC Jimmy went off the roadway 
first and Garza's 2008 Dodge Caliber followed and landed on the first vehicle's roof. Both vehicles were 
traveling northbound.

Reyes-Guaintana died at the scene. Garza suffered minor injuries, the CHP reported.

Garza was booked into the Vista jail in lieu of $200,000 bail. He will be arraigned Jan. 5, according to the 
San Diego County Sheriff's Department's Web site.

Reyes-Guaintana is survived by his live-in girlfriend and newborn daughter, according to the medical 
examiner's Web site.

 

Copyright 2009 by City Wire. All rights reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed. 
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Marine Arrested For Deadly Crash  
Updated 7:30 AM PST, Fri, Jan 2, 2009 
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A Marine has been arrested for investigation of driving under the influence and manslaughter after he allegedly 
slammed his car into another driver and killed him. 

The California Highway Patrol says Quintin Garza, 21, of Oceanside is suspected of speeding his sedan at a sharp 
right turn early Thursday, causing the vehicle to go off the road and strike an SUV that went off the same road 
moments earlier. 

The driver of the SUV, a 29-year-old San Marcos man, was killed. 

The cause of the crash is under investigation, CHP Sgt. Tom Greenstone said. He says speed and alcohol may 
have been factors in both accidents. 

Copyright Associated Press / NBC San Diego
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RANCHO SANTA FE: Marine arrested on felony manslaughter, DUI charges   
By North County Times 

RANCHO SANTA FE ---- A 21-year-old Camp Pendleton Marine was arrested early New 
Year's Day on felony manslaughter and DUI charges after he allegedly slammed his car into 
another man, killing him at the scene, authorities said. 
 
Quintin Garza III, of Oceanside, is suspected of speeding his 2008 Dodge Caliber off El 
Camino Real at a sharp right turn sometime before 4 a.m. Thursday. The Dodge went 
airborne and struck a 29-year-old San Marcos man who had driven his SUV off the same road 
moments earlier, a California Highway Patrol press release said. 
 
Gaudencio Reyes-Guaintana, the father of a newborn girl, was killed, according to the county 
medical examiner's office. The Dodge also struck Reyes-Guaintana's GMC Jimmy, before it 
overturned in a muddy, marshy area at the edge of the San Elijo Lagoon near La Orilla, CHP 
Sgt. Tom Greenstone said. 
 
Investigators are looking at speed and alcohol as factors in both drivers going off the road, he 
said. They believe Garza was traveling faster than Reyes-Guaintana when he drove off the 
road, Greenstone said. 
 
It's not clear exactly when the drivers went off the road. CHP officers did not know about the 
crash until a passerby called 911 just before 4:15 a.m., Greenstone said. 
 
It was foggy and both cars were cold when officers arrived, he said. 
 
Reyes-Guaintana was pronounced dead at the scene. Garza suffered minor injuries. 
 
There were no passengers in either vehicle. 
 
Along with the felony manslaughter charge, Garza faces a felony DUI causing injury charge, 
the CHP press release stated. 
 
He was booked into the Vista jail Thursday. 
 
The crash remains under investigation.
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Man killed when SUV leaves road, is hit by car  

RANCHO SANTA FE: A 29-year-old San Marcos man was killed after his SUV and another vehicle went off the road 
early yesterday. 

Gaudencio Reyes-Guaintana was driving north on El Camino Real near La Orilla in a 2001 GMC Jimmy about 4:10 
a.m. when the SUV went off the road, the Medical Examiner's Office said.

Reyes-Guaintana was then struck by a 2008 Dodge Caliber speeding in the same direction, authorities said. That 
vehicle also went off the road. One of the vehicles ended up over the side of the hill. 

A passer-by reported the crash to authorities. Reyes-Guaintana was pronounced dead at the scene, authorities said. 

He was the father of a newborn girl, a Medical Examiner's investigator said. 

Authorities arrested the other driver on suspicion of driving under the influence. – A.M. 

Staff writers Debbi Baker, Angelica Martinez and Pauline Repard contributed to this report.
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RANCHO SANTA FE: Major injury in single-car crash   
By North County Times 

RANCHO SANTA FE ---- One person was flown by helicopter to a local trauma center with a 
broken neck following a single-car crash Thursday afternoon, according to a written statement 
from the California Highway Patrol. 
 
About 1:35 p.m., a speeding minivan overturned while traveling west in the 5600 block of 
Linea del Cielo, injuring three of the four passengers inside. All four are Escondido residents.
 
The driver, Carlos Aguilar-Sanchez, 36, suffered minor cuts and was arrested on suspicion of 
DUI. He was booked into the Vista jail, officials said. 
 
Adrian Gonzalez, 28, suffered a broken neck and was flown to Scripps Memorial Hospital La 
Jolla. 
 
He was not wearing a seat belt at the time of the crash. 
 
Another passenger, Isasis Santiago, 37, suffered cuts to his right hand and elbow. 
 
A 2-year-old boy, Brian Aguilar, was in a car seat and was not injured in the crash, officials 
said. 
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Rancho Bernardo homeowner Fred Gahm was one of the lucky ones.  His home survived when the 
Witch Fire destroyed so many homes in his neighborhood on October 22, 2007. 

Watch Video 

 

Faced with tight budgets, fire agencies across southern California are rethinking the strategy for 
protecting homes. But is having homeowners fighting...
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Should You Stay and Defend? 

 

Like many of his neighbors he evacuated but he now says if there is a next time, he’ll stay and do what 
he can to protect his property. 

"As far as I know the ones who stayed were successful,” said Gahm “The houses were saved." 

Devastating fires force each homeowner to make the decision to stay and defend or evacuate. 

"People are staying behind, and doing so in sort of a seat-of-the-pants decision making process, 
uninformed, unprepared, and we're seeing that kind of happen and that concerns us," said Maurice 
Luque, San Diego Fire and Rescue spokesperson. 

Now, local fire fighters and county leaders are investigating a stay and defend program that would help 
homeowners make an informed decision. 

A pilot program is already moving forward in Ventura County. A wildfire action plan that provides 
details for homeowners on not only how to make the right decision, but also what they’ll face as a 
consequence of that decision. 

"What it's going to mean in terms of their physical and mental wellbeing to stay through a wildfire, with 
all the noise and the smoke and distractions and all the other issues that come up," said Luque. 

It's the new hot topic in fire prevention. One that firefighters promise will only become more important 
as wildfire danger becomes more common in Southern California. 

One of the big problems at this point is money, most fire departments and agencies don't have the extra 
finances to fund a public awareness campaign - like the one underway in Ventura County. 
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Calif fire officials mull over stay-defend policy 
By GREG RISLING, The Associated Press 

2:03 p.m. January 14, 2009 

BURBANK, Calif. — When a raging wildfire is racing toward your home, is it best to flee or stay and 
try to protect your house? 

For most people, the answer is obvious, but in Southern California where there are many stubborn 
homeowners unwilling to leave or have grown indifferent to the year-round threat of flames, fire 
officials are considering a policy that would allow some people to stay and defend their homes rather 
than simply ordering neighborhoods evacuated. 

On Wednesday, fire chiefs from throughout California attended a meeting of Firescope, a panel 
representing fire services statewide where the tactic was briefly discussed. While no action was taken, 
board members stressed the plan will take some time to develop. 

"This is not a program we say, 'Here,' and just put it on a piece of paper," said Ventura County Fire 
Chief Bob Roper. "This will take a long-term dedication." 

Modeled after a concept in Australia, where homeowners in rural areas fight fires on their own, the 
program would teach people how to make their homes more fire-safe and how to save their property if 
firefighters are unable to respond. It also would be up to individual fire agencies to adopt the policy. 

Fire officials who support the program said it's not meant to train people to replace firefighters, but 
rather to have them snuff out embers and other burning material that may land on a house before the 
flames arrive. 

"We are not telling you to stay," Roper said. "We are giving you the tools and you take personal 
responsibility if you want to stay and defend (your home)." 

The ideal candidate for the program would be someone who is physically fit; has cleared brush from 

 

Page 1 of 5Calif fire officials mull over stay-defend policy

1/14/2009http://signonsandiego.printthis.clickability.com/pt/cpt?action=cpt&title=Calif+fire+official...



around their home; has a stucco-walled home with fire-resistant roof tiles; and who has decided prior to 
the fire on whether to leave or stay. 

Not everyone is convinced such a program would work in their communities. The challenge for fire 
agencies will be providing a clear and pointed educational campaign so people aren't confused. 

"My concern is expecting residents to react correctly in the extreme conditions of a wildfire, particularly 
a wind-driven firestorm, is asking too much, perhaps, and could lead to injury or worse," said Los 
Angeles County Fire Chief P. Michael Freeman said. 

Freeman recalled a fire in 1996 in Malibu where several firefighters were burned by flames because a 
jittery resident who evacuated at the last-minute accidentally blocked a road that fire trucks were trying 
to access. 

"If people stay, then lose confidence and they decide to evacuate when it's too late, then they are very 
vulnerable," Freeman said. 

The paradigm shift comes just months after another round of major wildfires that ravaged 
neighborhoods from Santa Barbara to Orange County. Officials in Ventura and Orange counties said 
they have taken steps to inform the public about the new approach and want to create instructional 
materials. 

But getting to change people's mindset might be too big of an obstacle for fire officials to overcome. 
During a fire in October in a tony gated community of Porter Ranch in the San Fernando Valley, a long 
line of cars crawled down a road because many residents waited until the last possible moment to get out 
of the neighborhood's only open exit. 

"When we call for the evacuation order, we want you to go," said Ventura County fire Capt. Ron 
Oatman. "I think people don't realize the urgency until it happens in their backyard." 

Ruben Grijalva, director of the California Department of Forestry and Fire Protectio, said he would like 
to see how the policy change would work at a fire agency before endorsing it. Roper said outside of the 
meeting that the earliest his department could have the program in place would be sometime early next 
year. 

Freeman said no two fires are the same and whatever decision is made by fire officials it shouldn't be a 
blanket approach. 

"What might be good for one area, may not be good for 10 others," Freeman said. "One size does not fit 
all in this case." 
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