








DEL MAR: Firefighters raise money for Burn Institute 
with annual expo at the fair

JUNE 16, 2012 8:30 PM • BY MANNY LOPEZ FOR THE 
NORTH COUNTY TIMES

Things really heated up at the San Diego 
County Fair on Saturday as the Burn 
Institute held its 22nd annual Fire Expo and 
Firefighter Demo Derby in the Del Mar 
Arena.

Hundreds of kids stopped, dropped and 
rolled ---- a fire-safety technique taught to 
schoolchildren ---- as fire crews from around 
the region volunteered in what has become 

one of the largest and most visible fundraising events for the San Diego-based health 
nonprofit.

James Floros, executive director of the Burn Institute, said the event is expected to raise 
more than $100,000 to support fire prevention education and burn survivor support 
programs for children and adults throughout San Diego and Imperial counties.

Proceeds will also go toward funding the attendance of more than 80 children between 
the ages of 5 and 17 at Camp Beyond the Scars, a weeklong program in July. The 
program helps survivors cope with the emotional damage associated with permanent 
scars and physical deformities caused by serious burns.

"When you're a burn survivor, you're a burn survivor for life and it's something you will 
have to deal with every day," Floros said. "We help rebuild their self-esteem and give 
them important coping skills. It's really about giving them their lives back."

The event kicked off with plenty of pageantry as the CalFire color guard led a procession 
followed by the San Diego County Pipes and Drums, made up primarily of firefighters 
from the Vista Fire Department. More than 30 fire agencies from as far away as Los 
Angeles provided firetrucks and equipment for the event.

Throughout the day, various agencies conducted demonstrations such as a vehicle 
extrication by the Miramar Fire Department, a rappelling exercise by the Del Mar 
lifeguards and a vehicle fire extinguishment by the Rancho Santa Fe Fire Department.
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But it was standing room only as an estimated 5,000 onlookers watched 15 drivers circle 
a dirt track in specially designed cars built to inflict as much damage as possible on 
opposing vehicles until only one remained operational. When all the dirt settled, one from 
the Lemon Grove Fire Department rose to the top of the heap and claimed the victory.

"There's something exciting about watching cars smashing into each other," said Kelly 
Garces who was rooting for the team from the Viejas Fire Department. "They put on a 
great show, and it was fun to see the competition between the different teams."

But beyond the spectacle provided by the daring drivers and the fun of being able to 
climb aboard a shiny firetruck, the annual event provided an important opportunity for 
firefighters and rescue crews to bond and give back to those adversely affected by fire.

"When you're a firefighter, you're part of a brotherhood," said Nati Nava of the San 
Pasquale Fire Department. "It's great to be able to meet up with other firefighters from 
other departments and be able to do something good for the kids."

"It's very rewarding to see the kids grow and thrive through their recovery," said Dana 
Kuhn, program manager for the Burn Institute. "It's a lifelong recovery with many 
challenges, but ultimately they can get some much-needed support and hopefully give it 
back someday."

More information on the Burn Institute can be found at www.burninstitute.org or by calling 
858-541-2277 in San Diego County and 760-355-3175 in Imperial County. A $5 donation 
can be sent by dialing 20222 and texting the word burn.
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Supervisors maintain fire mitigation rates for 2012-
13
by Joe Naiman

San Diego County Board of Supervisors voted to maintain the fire mitigation fee paid to fund fire department 
needs for new construction.

The supervisors’ 5-0 vote June 19 kept the fee for non-agricultural construction at 46 cents per square foot, 
which would be $920 for a 2,000-square-foot structure. The supervisors also accepted the Fire Mitigation Fee 
Review Committee’s annual report and found that the 26 participating fire agencies conform with the County 
Fire Mitigation Fee Ordinance for Fiscal Year 2010-11.

The county established the Fire Mitigation Fee Program in 1986 to provide funding for fire protection and 
emergency medical services in unincorporated communities such as Ramona. Although local fire agencies lack 
the legal authority to impose mitigation fees on new development, the county collects a fee from building permit 
applicants on behalf of 19 independent fire protection districts and seven county service areas with fire 
protection responsibility.

The mitigation fees are distributed quarterly to agency accounts and must be used for capital projects or to 
purchase firefighting equipment or supplies that will serve new developments.

The committee reviews the annual reports of the participating agencies to confirm that the improvements are 
necessary to serve new development. Committee members consist of two fire chiefs (currently Bill Paskle of the 
Alpine Fire Protection District and Tony Michel of the Rancho Santa Fe Fire Protection District), one elected 
director of a fire protection district (Larry Jackman of the San Miguel Consolidated Fire Protection District), 
two staff members from county’s Department of Planning and Land Use (County Service Area analyst Pattie 
Tan and fire services program coordinator Susan Quasarano), and one representative each from the Building 
Industry Association (Matt Adams), the San Diego County Farm Bureau (Scott Lenz of DeLuz), and the 
county’s Planning Commission (Adam Day).

The County Fire Mitigation Fee Ordinance allows fee ceilings to be increased or decreased in proportion to 
changes in the Cost of Construction Index.

Ramona Municipal Water District received $48,636 of Fire Mitigation Fee Program money in Fiscal Year 2010-
11. The San Diego County Regional Fire Authority, which includes the areas served by the San Pasqual and 
Intermountain volunteer fire departments, had $16,082 of mitigation fund revenue.

Because the money is used for capital improvements, it is not required to be spent in a particular fiscal year. 
Fiscal Year 2012-13 capital expenditures approved by the committee include $35,000 for the Ramona Municipal 
Water District’s debt service payback for fire station construction and $1.5 million for new fire station 
construction for the San Diego County Regional Fire Authority.
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