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By Jack Queen, RSF
Association President.
BY JACK QUEEN
Hoemeowners associa-
tions throughout the coun-
try are having to deal with
the negative impacts from
the state of the economy
and the Rancho Santa Fe As-
sociation is no exception.
The good news is that
although the current delin-
quency rate of about 4 per-
cent is higher than we have
seen in decades, due to very
conservative financial man-
agement and healthy cash
reserves, it currently does
not have a significant impact
on our opetations. The Asso-
ciation is now taking a very
proactive position in the col- -

lectable.

Small signage changes for Flower'Hill add-on

Some small changes have been made to
the design of the new Whole Foods and
Flower Hill Promenade renovation. David
Reinker of SGPA Architecture visited the
Carmel Valley Community Planning Board
last week to let them know about the refine-
ments to the design, which includes no
change in elevation or square footage.

The changes were driven by Whole
Foods' decision to move its entrance from
the center of the store off to the left, chang-
ing the position of the Whole Foods sig-
nage.

lection of past due accounts and is taking
a stronger stance in the collection of late
payments. - i

In past years, homeowners associa-
tions could merely place a lien on the
property and wait for the property to sell
to collect their money. That is no longer
the case. In today's market with the
number of foreclosures and bankruptcy
filings some accounts are simply not col-

To this end, the Association is re-
viewing all of our past due accounts and
taking a hard look at our ability to collect
these funds. This year we will be chatging off the past due
assessments that we believe are not collectable and increas-
ing our reserves for losses to provide funds for bad debts in
the future. Our goal is to be fair to everyone and that in-
cludes protecting the 96 percent of the membership that
pay their dues on time by making sure we make every effort
to collect the past due accounts.

Rancho Santa Fe Review

Buzz: RSF Association being preactive
in the collection of past due accounts

Jack Queen

Small tweaks in design were also made
to accommodate signage for the second
floor tenants above Whole Foods, Reinker
said. (

Reinker reported that the renovation is |
progressing on schedule at a “pretty good
pace.”

“We've almost attained the full height
of the project on the west side,” said Reink-
et of the addition, which includes the

‘Whole Foods, new boutique office spaces

See FLOWER HILL, page 18

EQUESTRIAN

RSF Firefighters Association and
RSF Fire board negotiate new contract

Contract negotiations between the
Rancho $Santa Fe Professional Firefighters
Association (Local 4349) and the Rancho
Santa Fe Fire Protection District (RSFFPD}
recently concluded and an agreement was
reached regarding changes to retitement
and benefits in a continuing effort to main-
tain the financial stability of the Fire Dis-
trict. These changes include a two-tier re-
tirement benefit that will set new parame-
ters for future firefighters, as well as adjust-
ments to their health care plan and sick
leave accumulation.

“It is just as important to the Firefight-
ers Association as it is to the board of direc-
tors and administration that the Fire Dis-
trict remains financially healthy,” said Cap-
tain David Livingstone. “There was a lot of
discussion, but the solution we developed
made a lot of sense based on the economic
times. We felt it was a win for the firefight-
ers as well as the district.”

Under the new tiered retirement sys-
tem, all new employees hired after April 1,
2012, will retain their retirement plan
through Cal-PERS, however, at a lower for-
muila of 3 percent at 55. In other words, a
current employee is eligible for retitement
at age 50 while a new employee will be eli-
gible for retirement at age 55, both receiv-
ing a credit of 3 percent for each year of set-
vice. In addition, the new formula will also
require new employees to pay 50 percent of
the employee portion of Cal-PERS costs.

Director Randall Malin, who led nego-
tiations on behalf of the district, stated “We

PREMIER CALIFORNIA PROPERTIES

Commercial Equestrian Facility ® San Marcos, CA » $3,250,000
— Cash Flow with Upside Potential -

tarupta 139 Rer:

CAREN@EQUESTRIANRE.COM

111 &1f

| Tproy i tor 116 horse arh |'|l|!_',-.' COVET

W,

-'.':"'.'..L':ll.'rlf ||"||.'.'lr'l'ill b ACONSTTHCEID

- — WWW.

858-350-1018

-!'4_! A

Pl
i

LOM

are very fortunate to have empioyees who
fully understand the negative impact on
property tax revenue resulting from the de-
terioration of the real estate market.” Malin
noted that almost 90 percent of the dis-
trict's revenue comes from property taxes,
which have fallen by 9.4 percent in the last
three years. He commended the firefighters
who, while not having a wage increase
since July 2008, proposed a significant
change to the health insurance program
that will reduce the district’s costs.

Malin also pointed to two areas where
the district is in a more favorable financial
position than other districts in the state.
“First, in 2004 our pension program was
underfunded by $4.2 million, which cost
the district over $300,000 per year in inter-
est. We paid off the entire amount and the
district is now debt-free, Second, as we do
not offer post-retirement health benefits,
we do not face the same underfunding
problem in this area as do many fire dis-
tricts, cities, and the State of California it-
Self. o

Director Nancy Hillgren commented
that “for more than a decade the board of
the RSFFPD has been especially mindful of
the escalating costs related to Cal-PERS
mandated pension requirements and has
been taking proactive measures to curb
their fiscal impact on the district. In addi-
tion to reducing our costs associated with
Cal-PERS, the board has not granted pay in-

See CONTRACT, page 18

Savannah Lang o4 bpe =
VANNAH@EQUESTR




18  March 1,2012

Rancho

Santa Fe
Review

3702 Via de la alle Suite 202W
" DelMor, CAR2014 . -

858-7536-1403
www.rsfreview.com

MainStreet Communications, £1.C
Publishers of Rancho Santa Fe Raview
Giold |k Award Wiemes, Colifornia Hewspo-
pers Publishers" Association ward Winner,
Independent Fras Papers of Americd Award
Winner, Society of Professionol
Joumalkts Award Winner

ot This program is supported by the Ran-
cho Santa Fe Education Foundation (RSFEF)
PHYLLIS PFEIFFER which this year has pledged $1M to support
Publisher - : this and other key- programs at the school.
' Unfortunately the Foundation is still
LORINE WRIGH_T % $103,112 shy of our $1M pledge and there
Bxecutive Editor ¥ are still 23 percent of the Ranch School's
edior@sdrancheonsinews com fantllillies who have not made a contribution.
. : Without the Foundation’s Funds programs
MREN BH*MNG like the Differentiated Math Prog?amg:.te at
Senior News Witer risk of being reduced or cut in the future.
CLAIRE HARLIN Budgets for next year are being decided now.
Ehior i i _Math Instruction Based on Student
‘ Need Reinforces Core Concepts
MARSHA SUTTON In grades 1st-6th, students have the op-
: : portunity to work in differentiated groups
Sener e Ropare for a 40 minute block twice a week g:tside
DON PARKS of theif daily math time. These sessions are
Vice Presidort of Advertising referred to as Math RTI (Response to Inter-
TERRIE DRAG0, ROBERT LANE, vention and Instruction). All the students
ANNA MITCHFILL, CLAIRE OTTE, across the grade level move into different
COLLEEN GRAVASHILY GOODIN,  groups during the RTI block. Students are
TER] WESTOVER, KELLY MATYN, regrouped across the grade level based on
THERESA STEINWEHT. their MAP test score and homeroom teacher
Adveriising ' input as MAP scores are not totally reliable,
DARA EISTEIN . particularly with the youngest students who
Bosiness Manoner ' are just learning to take the computerized
tests. “By the fifth grade the test scores are
BEAU BROWN more accurate,” commented Math Specialist
Art Divector Carolyn Jensen who previously taught 5th
JENNIFER MIKAEED grade at the Ranch School. MAPS tests are
Lo Grophic Arfist given twice a year in September and March
: and groups are adjusted based on student
SCOTT REEDER need. However, RTI groups change fre-
Pago Designer _ quently based on what each student needs
Catherme Rolonko » Suzmmme Evans. at the time. In each grade level two addi-
Frank La Rosa » Ketth Kanner tional teachers are added to the RTI block to
LeeSchoenbart » Phoche Chongebma  allow for more teacher/student interaction.
Diane Wekch » Ruth Godley Some students are in very small (4-8)
Dia Wistom »Mlma Tent, b intervention groups. “We focus on the
Joe Tash, and Hanalel Vier, PA.D. strand of number sense,” noted Mrs. Jensen.
Contributors “The higher concepts build on number
b . sense and without this understanding the
PMB' 858.2!18.‘?231 ] students cannot learn the more complex
inmemory@mydussifiedmarkefploce.com concepts.” She added, “Some students are at
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Topia lters ot edior e encrogod d we ing to get it.” Other students need support
ks o etet o et am o L@ imid  hecause they are “non-readers.” “Since a
0200 woks rless wd sobmesors e ki - good deal of the math problems are word
T o pery twenuaeks por vl Subrssions . problems, these students have to have lan-
mastinchad. o flk o, exross, e ks ggﬁge,l” said Mrs. Jhenlsent.h'lhe Raéldl

elplons School’s program helps these students get
'{;MMM m,i; - mmhm ... the individualized instruction they need.

R~ s ~ These groups focus on building foundation-

et Contoct e e o ot ornaton al skills to ensure future success in mathe-
ot soitog @ gest sdtond piecs, cnked matics,” commented Cindy Schaub, assis-
Corrmerly View, o) 400 words mocmm We tant superintendent of instructional services.
resaiva 1 nght 10 aditfor toste, canty, kengih and Other students are in “benchmark”
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SUBMITTED BY THE RSF EDUCATION
FOUNDATION ] '

When you wete a child, was math diffi-

cult for you? Or were you the child who

needed more of a challenge? Students at the

R. Roger Rowe School (Ranch School) have

an increasingly 1are privilege of a differenti-

ated math program that allows teachers to
teach to each child’s needs. While many
schools have cut back and students are be-
ing taught subjects like math with more
than 30 students in their class, the Ranch
School continues to raise the bar and offer

students smaller classes, specialized teachers

and individualized instruction. The school
employs math specialists to further reduce
math class sizes and more effectively sup-

port all students from those who need extra

help understanding core concepts to high

petforming students who crave enrichment

opportunities and everyone in between.

" ayounger point of mental development. If
they are not there, you can teach a concept
five different ways and they are still not go-

groups which focus on extension activities
and further practice with the concepts

taught during math class. These groups of-

ten participate in hands on activities that
further develop conceptual understanding

and lead to mastery. Some students are also

“Individualized math program a
privilege that needs financial support:

Math teacher Lori Edwards with

students.
ok

in “enrichment”
groups focused

on taking stu-
dents’ under- FM‘_STAR_Q L
standing to ad-

Thez RSF Exucaton Founialios Fragam ko 20120t
vanced or accel- ‘
erated levels.. En-
richment groups
participate in col-
laborative proj-
ects, more diffi- ]
cult concepts and N
critical thinking. IWiakl

Differentiat-
ed Program includes Accelerated and Sup-
port Courses

“Beginning in fifth grade, we have at
least one accelerated course for high achiev-
ing students who meet the criteria for such a
placement,” noted Mrs. Schaub. Test scores
and teacher input are used to place students
in these courses. In addition to the grade
level teachers, one additional teacher is add-
ed to keep class sizes small. “In fifth grade, -
Carolyn Jensen teaches an Acceletated Math
5/6 course and in sixth, Tanya Baumgardner
teaches a Pre-Algebra class, a seventh grade
course;” she added. “This acceleratéd pro-
gram continues in the middle school. We
provide accelerated access to eligible seventh
graders into the eighth grade Algebra 1
course and eligible eighth grade students are
invited to participate in Geometry, a ninth
grade course.”

In the middle school, we offer both Pre-
Algebra and Algebra Support courses. These
courses allow students to choose extra math
instruction as their elective. In the support
courses, students receive extra reinforcement
of critical concepts, prepare for upcoming
tests, and receive feedback on homework
giving them a solid foundation in these core
courses. Math Teacher Lori Edwards teaches

" the pre-algebra support class this year. “In

support class, I have the luxury of having
extra time so I can present the material in
different ways,” noted Mrs. Edwards. “I can
play games with the students; we can have
project-based learning. I can help them
with homework and spend time practicing
concepts. This class is extremely beneficial
for these students.”

Foundation Funds Speciatized In-
struction and Smaller Class Sizes

“The financial support from the Foun-
dation allows us to hire a teacher in the full
time math intervention pesition,” noted

- Mirs. Schaub. “She teaches each of the grade

level intervention groups as well as the Ac-
celerated 5/6 class.” In addition, the finan-

_ cial support allows for smaller class sizes, ac-

cess to accelerated courses and support
courses in the middl/e school setting.

- Please take thisopportunity to make
your contribution so that our children can
benefit from programs like Differentiated
Mathematics. Community and corporate
contributions are also encouraged. For ques-
tions or more information, please go to
www.1sfef.org or contact the RSFEF at 858-
756-1141 x208. The difference is youl

CLASSIC
continued from page 1

few of these models of cars
made, which makes them
very unique. Owners must
register their cars with the
national office to maintain
tradition and assure that
the cars are truly from the
1925- 1948 era and re-
stored to their original be-
ginnings. Judges confirm
that the car still runs, all
the mechanical systems
work and even that the
paint is according to the
original specifications —
the only alteration allowed
is the addition of seat belts.

The seat belts are im-
portant because the car
club is not just about hav-
ing shows, they also drive
their classic cars. Zeiger
said members often pick a
spot and meet up for a
“CARavan.” Last summet,
Zeiger and her husband
‘put their car on a trans-
porter to Nova Scotia and
drove it around with a
CARavan in Newfound-
land. . —

“We enjoy getting to-
gether and driving around
different parts of the coun-
try and showing the cars
off and talking about what
a classic car is,” said Zeiger,
who owns a 1941 Cadillac
convertible with her hus-
band Carl. “It’s a reaily

wonderful and positive ex-
perience, it's-great to pre-
serve something so impot- .

_tant to our history.”

- Zeiger had always e
been interested in cars and *
as she was getting ready to ;%
retire was looking for a
hobby she could “sink her
teeth into.” As friends had
previcusly joined the club,
Zeiger and her husband
joined, as well, to learn
more as they looked for a
classic car to purchase.

Now she's been the di-
rector for the last year.

“I'm not really me-
chanical but T've learned a
lot more than I ever -
thought I would,” Zeiger
said: “And I have devel-
oped a sense of what I find
really beautiful and the
historical value of these
cars...they’re like beautiful
pieces of jewelry.”

The regional group
hosts about eight meetings
a year in San Diego or
Palm Springs in addition to
special events like the one *~
at The Inn and caravan
tours. The Sunday after
their show in Rancho San-
ta Fe, the group will cara-
van to Temecula to Thom-
ton Winery for brunch.

The April 21 event will
begin at 10 a.m. To learn
more about membership or
the upcoming event, visit
sandiegopalmspringsre-
gion.classiccarclub.org;

CONTRACT

continued from page 2

creases to district employees
in over four years. The
board and the district’s em-
ployees recognize that per-
sonnel costs comprise 83
percent of the district’s bud-
get, and have worked well
together to contain and fur-
ther reduce those costs in an
environment of decreasing
1evenues. The implementa-
tion of a new hire scale was
an astute move that, com-
bined with other recently
adopted measures, will pro--
vide needed savings for the
district going forward.”

In addition to adding
the second tier for retire-
ment benefits, the board
and Firefighters Association
also took steps to save on
the employees’ health care
plan. By adjusting the

FLOWER HILL
continued Jfrom page 2

and a four- story parking
garage. “1 think we were .
successful in hiding the
parking and service areas as
you're traveling north on
the freeway.”,

Whole Foods is expect-
ed to be complete by the
summer and Flower Hill re-
mains “committed” to ren-

health insurance cap the
district could save up to
$80,000 annually while
continuing to provide °
health insurance for its em-
ployees. Also, the number of
sick leave hours an employ-
€¢ can accrue was increased,
leading to a potential annu-
al savings of $255,000,

Fire Chief Tony Michel
stated that “It is good to -
know that we can take steps
to maintain the financial
stability of the organization
without compromising our
high level of customer ser-
vice fo our community. As
always, it is our goal to meet
the needs of our communi-
ty and fulfill cur mission to
‘protect life, property, and
environment through pre-
vention, preparedness, edu-
cation and emergency re-
SPOI]SE.’ " - |

— Submitted press re-
lease by the RSF Fire District.

ovating the older part of

‘the center to match the

newer section. )

Reinker said an exam-
ple of the “face Lift” that is
planned for the rest of the
center could be seen in the
new store Between the
Sheets. The center complet-
ed renovations for that
space.as the tenant was
moving in rather than wait-
ing until later.

— Karen Billing
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Teen trapped in car in ravine calls 911 for help - San Diego, California News Station - KF... Page 1 of 1
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Lo | CBS 8 - SAN DIEGO, C

Teen trapped in car in ravine calls 911 for help

Posted: Mar 27, 2012 6:38 AM PDT
Updated: Mar 27, 2012 6:38 AM PDT

DEL DIOS (CNS) - A 19-year-old woman was suffering from a broken ankle and
other injuries Tuesday after she drove her compact off Del Dios Highway, landing
upside down in a deep ravine, authorities said.

The rollover accident just west of the Lake Hodges Dam was reported at 9:23
p.m. Monday, according to San Diego County sheriff's Sgt. William Dreyer.

"Due to darkness, thick vegetation and the location, it was very difficult to locate
the vehicle," he said.

A sheriff's helicopter crew eventually spotted the woman's Toyota Corolla with the
woman trapped inside, Dreyer said, noting she was rescued and taken to Palomar Medical Center.

She is expected to survive, he said.

The California Highway Patrol was investigating what caused the accident.

All content © Copyright 2000 - 2012 WorldNow and Midwest Television, Inc. All Rights Reserved.
&‘ WorldMow For more information on this site, please read our Privacy Policy and Terms of Service.

http://www.cbs8.com/story/17264100/teen-trapped-in-car-in-ravine-calls-9-1-1-for-help?cl... 3/27/2012
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10News.com

Woman, 19, Rescued From Vehicle In Ravine Related To Story

Woman Was Trapped In Vehicle
Just West Of Lake Hodges Dam

POSTED: 5:01 am PDT March 27, 2012

SAN DIEGO -- A 19-year-old woman was suffering from a
broken ankle and other injuries Tuesday after she drove her
compact off Del Dios Highway, landing upside down in a
deep ravine, authorities said.

» Sign Up For Breaking News Alerts
» Like Us On Facebook
» Follow Us On Twitter

The rollover accident just west of the Lake Hodges Dam was reported at 9:23 p.m. Monday, according to
San Diego County sheriff's Sgt. William Dreyer.

"Due to darkness, thick vegetation and the location, it was very difficult to locate the vehicle," he said.

A sheriff's helicopter crew eventually spotted the woman's Toyota Corolla with the woman trapped inside,
Dreyer said, noting she was rescued and taken to Palomar Medical Center.

She is expected to survive, he said.

The California Highway Patrol was investigating what caused the accident.

Do you have more information about this story? Click here to
contact us

Copyright 2012 by City News Service. All rights reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed.

http://www.10news.com/print/30769053/detail.html 3/27/2012



Cell Phone Call Saves Trapped Driver

If it weren't for cell service, the woman may not have been found until morning
firefighters saidBy R. Stickney| Tuesday, Mar 27, 2012 | Updated 8:28 AM PDT
NBCSanDiego

Crews from a number of agencies searched the area for almost an hour before the wreck
was spotted from above.

A woman called 911 after her car crashed and flipped upside down into a ravine off the
side of the road near Escondido.

The woman told CHP that her car had rolled over and she was being held in by her seat
belt along Del Dios Highway around 9:30 p.m. Monday

Dispatchers kept the woman on the phone while firefighters tried to find the crash scene.
San Diego County sheriff’s deputies, California Highway Patrol officers, San Diego
police, two fire engines, an ambulance and the sheriff's helicopter searched the area using

sirens, lights, thermal imaging cameras that detect heat.

The woman could hear lights, sirens and footsteps but it took about 40 minutes for
firefighters to find the wreck about 20 feet over the side in a ravine.

The helicopter eventually spotted the car.

“We just couldn’t find her until someone stumbled across her,” said Fred Cox with the
Rancho Santa Fe Fire Department

“We knew she was in the general area because they could hear us on her cell phone but
we couldn’t find her.”

She was extremely lucky because if it weren’t for the phone contact she probably
wouldn’t have been found until the next morning, Cox said.

The car had rolled on its side trapping the woman underneath. She told emergency crews
she had blacked out once and was hanging on by one arm while waiting to be rescued.

“She was in a rough spot,” firefighter Chris Danner said. “It was a little bit difficult but
we’re trained to do it and we got her out smoothly.”

She thanked firefighters the entire way up the hill to the ambulance and cracked jokes,
Danner said.

The woman was transported to a nearby hospital with non-life threatening injuries.

Find this article at:



http://www.nbcsandiego.com/news/local/Rescue-Del-Dios-Highway-Trapped-Woman--
144380655.html

© NBC Universal, Inc. | All Rights Reserved.



Woman rescued off Del Dios Hwy | UTSanDiego.com Page 1 of 1

U-

San Diego

Woman rescued off Del Dios Hwy

By Susan Shroder
Tuesday, March 27, 2012

NORTH COUNTY — Sheriff’s deputies spent about 40 minutes trying to locate a woman who reported her car had gone off a hill along Del Dios Highway
Monday night, trapping her upside down in the vehicle.

The California Highway Patrol got the initial call from the woman about 9:21 p.m., said sheriff’s Lt. J.T. Faulkner. She said she was by herself in a black
Toyota Corolla and was being held by her seat belt, and that her air bag had deployed.

By tracking her cellphone call, deputies determined she was near the 8900 block of Del Dios, Faulkner said.

A sheriff’s helicopter was able to locate the car shortly after 10 p.m., and the woman was transported to a hospital, Faulkner said. The woman said she thought
she had broken an ankle, and said that at one point she was unconscious.

She was coming home from work at the time, Faulkner said. The cause of the accident was not yet known.

© Copyright 2012 The San Diego Union-Tribune, LLC. An MLIM LLC Company. All rights reserved.

http://www.utsandiego.com/news/2012/mar/27/woman-rescued-off-del-dios-hwy/?print&p... 3/27/2012



Maintenance of your Maintenance of your

Home Protection Systems Home Protection Systems

Protecting you family through the
proper installation, use, and
maintenance of:

e Carbon monoxide detectors
e Smoke alarms
e Fire sprinklers

Carbon Monoxide Carbon Monoxide

Carbon monoxide (CO) is an Sources of CO in the home may include:
odorless,. c919rless, t_OXiC gas. e Gasspace heaters e gasoline powered
furr;es, Cé can kill you before * Furnaces * Automeilie

you are aware it is in your * wood stoves * tobacco smoke.

home. gas water heaters

gas stoves



Carbon Monoxide Carbon Monoxide

: Takes steps to protect your family from CO
Carbon monoxide symptoms are often poisoning:

e on L syrgbtonys, RIS e Make sure all gas appliances are in good

e Headaches working condition.

* Dizziness e inspect your gas lines for leaks.

» Disorientation e Keep your chimneys clear of debris

¢ Nausea » make sure your furnace is in good working
« Fatigue order.

¢ Keep the door between the home and an
attached garage closed.

Carbon Monoxide Carbon Monoxide
California requires all "single-family If you suspect CO poisoning has occurred or if
homes with an attached garage or an alarm goes off:
fossil fuel source to install carbon e Call 9-1-1

monoxide alarms...” Similar to
smoke alarms, CO alarms detect the
presence of CO in the air and make a
noise to alert residents when the

gas level approaches harmful levels.
= | They can be purchased at Home e Make sure the paramedics and later, the

Depot, Lowe’s, Target, Wal-Mart, physicians, know you suspect CO poisoning.
and other similar retailers.

o Ventilate area, turn off potentially
problematic appliances, & leave the house.

¢ Do not re-enter the building until you are
cleared to do so by emergency personnel.




Smoke Alarms and Fire Sprinkler Smoke Alarms and Fire Sprinkler

Protection Protection

A recent study by the US Fire
Administration found that
only 72-76% of people wake
up when a smoke alarm is
sounded. In fact, one in four
U.S. home fire fatalities
occurred in homes with
working smoke alarms,
according to NFPA.

Smoke alarms are designed to
detect smoke & alert
homeowners of a fire.

Fire sprinklers are designed
to save lives by controlling or
even extinguishing a fire.

Smoke Alarms and Fire Sprinkler

: Home Smoke Alarms
Protection

The combination of working

smoke alarms and home fire Proper Use
sprinklers, however, reduced Testing
the likelihood of death from a Maintenance

fire by more than 80%.




Home Smoke Alarms Home Smoke Alarms

Proper Use Testing

Smoke alarms should be placed on every
level of your home in hallways and in
each bedroom.

Test each smoke alarm in your home
once a month to make sure they are
functioning properly.

Home Smoke Alarms Home Smoke Alarms
Testing Testing

= Foralarms that are hard to
| reach, use a pencil or
something similar. A
ladder can also be used if
the alarm is very high up.

e

If your alarms are hardwired, testing one
alarm should trigger all of the others to
go off. ‘



Home Smoke Alarms Home Fire Sprinkler System

Maintenance

Batteries should be
changed once a year, even
if the alarm is functioning
properly. The battery
should also be changed if
the alarm is beeping, even
if it is hardwired. Alarms
should be cleaned annually
to remove dust as well.

Installation

System Components
How Do They Work?
Testing

Maintenance

Home Fire Sprinkler System Home Fire Sprinkler System
Installation Installation

Typical attic installation.
Chlorinated polyvinyl
chloride (CPVC) Pipe is used
in most installations. Be
careful when putting nails
or screws through walls so
as to not pierce the pipe.

Finish product. Notice the flat plates.



Home Fire Sprinkler System Home Fire Sprinkler System

Installation Components

Sprinkler -
Heads: ““J@ Your system has
special life-saving,

Pendant ’ rapid-response fire
( ‘%“_— sprinkler heads. These

Side wall A hezds a{e §pelc1ff1cally

— and exclusively for

D residential use.
Dome  © J;,j Spare sprinkler heads are found in the red box, which is
usually located in the garage. The box also contains the

Flat Plate contractor’s name and phone number and a wrench. When

( replacing a sprinkler head, be sure you are using the exact
same type of sprinkler head.

Home Fire Sprinkler System Home Fire Sprinkler System

Components Components

Flow

Switch
Water (Causes bell
Supply to ring if

tor i

(Normally zlv:wei;:
located in Notifies
garage) monitoring

company for

monitored

homes.)




Gauge
(Indicates
proper
water
pressure.
Exact
pressure
may vary
from home
to home but
below 200 is
considered
normal.)

Water
Meter

(used to
turn off
water flow
in case of an
activation.)

Home Fire Sprinkler System

Components

Gauge

Home Fire Sprinkler System
System Components

Main water supply valve on a double water meter

Water
Meter

(used to
turn off
water flow
in case of an
activation.)

Fire
Sprinkler
Bell

(Alerts
homeowner
and neighbors
of activation.)

Home Fire Sprinkler System

System Components

Main water supply valve on a single water meter

Home Fire Sprinkler System
Components




Home Fire Sprinkler System

How do Residential Sprinklers Work?

A single residential sprinkler can
protecta room area up to 20’ X
20’ - with an average house
requiring only 20-30 sprinklers.

Sprinklers are activated
individually by heat. Only a
threatening fire can generate
enough heat (about 155°F) to
activate a sprinkler.

Home Fire Sprinkler System

How do Residential Sprinklers Work?

. __,\

When exposed to a high enough
heat level, the sprinkler cap will
fall off and the capsule in the
sprinkler head will break,
allowing water to flow.

Sprinklers can control or even
extinguish the fire before heat
and smoke turn deadly, allowing
you and your family to escape
safely and limiting damage to
your home.

Home Fire Sprinkler System

How do Residential Sprinklers Work?

Only the sprinkler closest to the
fire will activate, spraying water
directly on the fire and the area
that the sprinkler has been
designed to protect.

Home Fire Sprinkler System

How do Residential Sprinklers Work?

Your sprinkler system can be linked
to the local fire company or home
alarm system so that they are
immediately notified when a
sprinkler activates. Most sprinklers
are NOT monitored. If you ever hear
one ringing, call 9-1-1.



Home Fire Sprinkler System

How do Residential Sprinklers Work?

For your safety, and to be sure your automatic fire
sprinkler is operating properly, remember the
following “Dos and Don’ts”:

DO VISUALLY check your system, including the
sprinkler head, for damage.

DO NOT HANG anything from the fire sprinkler heads
or pipes.

DO NOT PAINT the fire sprinkler covers or heads.

DO NOT TAMPER with the fire sprinkler heads.

DO NOT HIDE sprinkler heads with furniture,
decorations, etc.

Home Fire Sprinkler System

Testing

TEST YOUR SYSTEM QUARTERLY

NOTE: If your fire sprinkler system is
monitored off site, notify monitoring
company before testing.

Open the Inspector’s Test Valve to be
sure water flows and the alarm sounds.

Home Fire Sprinkler System

How do Residential Sprinklers Work?

Tampering with a fire sprinkler in any way may
compromise the sprinkler head and cause it to not
function properly in the case of a fire. This could lead
to greater property damage and possibly even death.

Home Fire Sprinkler System

Testing

Water will flow out of the valve before
the bell sounds. There may be a short
delay from the time the water flows to the
time the bell sounds. 30 to 45 seconds is
normal.



Home Fire Sprinkler System Home Fire Sprinkler System

Maintenance

This video shows what it will look and sound like when
you test your system.

' ! Make sure the bell remains
PPN clear of debris, including bird

F?RE ALARM \ nests.

WHEN BELL RINGS

211 Alarm label signs should be visible
at all times. If the lettering fades
over time, replace signs can be
purchased at Home Depot, Lowes,

and similar stores as well as online.

Home Fire Sprinkler System Home Fire Sprinkler System

Maintenance Maintenance

If you encounter an issue with your home fire sprinkler
system, contact a fire sprinkler contractor. A plumber is

Keep area around the not certified to work with home sprinkler systems.
main water valve clear so

it remains easily Your sprinkler contractors name and number should be
accessible in case of an printed on the red box above the water supply in
emergency. You may wish garage. A list of home sprinkler system contractors can
to keep a crescent wrench be found at

Wlth the meter. http://www.rsf-fire.org/assets/documents/ordinances/resources/141-
Sprinkler%?20Contacts.pdf




Resources

California State Fire Marshal (http://osfm.fire.ca.gov/index.php)
Environmental Protection Agency (www.epa.cov)
United States Fire Administration (www.usfa.gov)
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