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Firefighters Put Out North County Dryer Fire

Dryer Burst Into Flames At Home In 6400 Block Of Primero 
Izquidero
POSTED: 6:12 pm PST December 8, 2010

RANCHO SANTA FE, Calif -- Firefighters were able to quickly douse a non-injury blaze that erupted in a 
clothes dryer at a North County home Wednesday afternoon.

The appliance burst into flames at the residence in the 6400 block of Primero Izquidero shortly before 3:30 
p.m., said Julie Taber, a spokeswoman for the Rancho Santa Fe Fire Protection District.

Crews were able to keep the blaze from spreading out of the appliance, according to Taber.

The fire, which did not displace the residents of the home, caused an estimated $2,500 worth of damage, she 
said.
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Stores Flooded, Goods Damaged 
By MEGAN TEVRIZIAN 

Updated 10:45 AM PST, Mon, Dec 13, 2010 

 

A water main break happened at the Solana Beach Town Center early Monday flooding Marshalls, 
Staples and the yet-to-be-opened Kahoots pet store. 

"We had everything from cat and dog food to bird cages -- you name it -- coming right out so it was 
quite the scene," said Rancho Santa Fe Fire Battalion Chief Mike Gibbs. 

Firefighters arrived at San Rodolfo Drive around 3 a.m. Monday after being notified the pet store had 
about two feet of water inside. 

Crews determined there was a water leak in the back of the store that looks like it was caused by the fire 
sprinkler supply line that came into the building had sheared off, Gibbs said. 

 
LOOK 
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Flooding Damages Solana Beach Shops

The Staples and Marshalls stores reported up to eight inches of water. A lot of merchandise was 
damaged include bags of wet dog and cat food left stacked in the mall parking lot. 

"It's the holiday season so it's going obviously to be hard for all of these occupants," said Gibbs. "They 
lost a lot of inventory and suffered a lot of damage." 

"Wrong time of year to have that happen," he said. 

Four engine companies and one truck company responded to the call. The businesses may be closed for 
more than a day as they recover from the damage. The restaurants and the rest of the shops in the plaza 
are open for business. 

First Published: Dec 13, 2010 9:14 AM PST 

 
 
 
Find this article at:  
http://www.nbcsandiego.com/news/local-beat/Store-Merch-Floats-Out-in-Water-Break-111791879.html 

 

 Check the box to include the list of links referenced in the article.  
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Man kills self in front of 4S Ranch bystanders 
By Pauline Repard 

Originally published December 18, 2010 at 9:08 p.m., updated December 18, 2010 at 9:58 p.m. 

SAN DIEGO — A 22-year-old man committed suicide by cutting his throat in front of his girlfriend and 
customers at a 4S Ranch shopping center Saturday afternoon, sheriff’s officials said. 

The girlfriend and several other witnesses called 911 about 4:15 p.m. to report that the man had slit his 
throat with a knife in the parking lot of World Market on Reserve Drive and 4S Ranch Parkway, 
sheriff’s Lt. Dave Brown said. 

Paramedics took the man to a hospital, where he later died, Poway sheriff's Sgt. Greg Rylaarsdam said. 

pauline.repard@uniontrib.com • (619) 293-1865
 
 
 
Find this article at:  
http://www.signonsandiego.com/news/2010/dec/18/suicide-try-front-4s-ranch-bystanders 
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4S RANCH: Man who slit throat in shopping center parking lot 
dies 
By CHRIS NICHOLS - cnichols@nctimes.com | Posted: Sunday, December 19, 2010 8:55 pm

4S RANCH ---- A 22-year-old man who slit his throat in front of bystanders Saturday in a shopping center parking lot died 
on the way to a local hospital, a sheriff's lieutenant said Sunday.

Sheriff's deputies responded at 4:17 p.m. to a report of an attempted suicide outside a Cost Plus World Market near Reserve 
Drive and 4S Parkway.

The unidentified man was rushed to a La Jolla trauma center, but he died before doctors could try to save him, Lt. Dave 
Brown said Sunday.

The man's ex-girlfriend reported the incident, telling dispatchers the man cut his throat in front of her, sheriff's Lt. Jim Duffy 
said on Saturday.

Dispatchers received more reports from witnesses as rescuers rushed to the scene, he said.

The man reportedly used a knife to cut his throat, Duffy said.

An investigator at the county medical examiner's office said she could not immediately identify the man or provide any 
information about the incident.
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The weekend death of a 22-year-old Poway man 
who slit his throat in a 4S Ranch shopping center is 
no longer under investigation and has officially 
been ruled a suicide, authorities said.

The chief of the Rancho Sante Fe Fire Protection 
District (http://www.rsf-fire.org/), whose 
department handled the suicide call, also has 
responded to witness concerns about an apparent 
slow response time and seeming lack of urgency 
from responders.

"They get a report there is a weapon there, and they 
don't know the status of the person. They have to 
wait for a sheriff to get on scene," said Fire Chief 
Tony Michel.

A witness told Patch that emergency responders drove up slowly without sirens. Michel, who said he was 
not on the scene, said the ambulance and fire truck arrived at the shopping center around the same time as the San Diego County Sheriff's Department but 
had to pull over near the shopping center and wait until the deputies cleared the scene because of the report of a weapon.

Once the scene had been cleared, the truck and ambulance likely proceeded into the shopping center without reactivating their sirens, Michel said.

"That's what they may have seen," Michel said of the witness.

A Poway sheriff who responded and "did initiate lifesaving measures"—clutching the man's neck, one witness said—arrived with lights and sirens, said Sgt. 
Roy Frank from the Sheriff's Department Homicide Detail.

There were a number of witnesses to the man's suicide, including the man's girlfriend. It happened around 4:15 p.m. Saturday in the parking lot of Cost Plus 
World Market on Reserve Drive just off 4S Ranch Parkway.

The man cut his throat with a box cutter several times, according to the San Diego Medical Examiner's Office. His official cause of death was "incised wounds 
of the neck." He was pronounced dead at 5:15 p.m. Saturday at Scripps Memorial Hospital La Jolla.

Several readers also have questioned why the man was transported to the La Jolla hospital instead of the closer Pomerado Hospital on Poway Road or 
Palomar Medical Center in Escondido.

After routing and gauging traffic patterns for that time of day on a holiday weekend, the ambulance crew and fire protection district paramedic chose Scripps 
as the closest and easiest to reach, said Reema Makani, spokeswoman for San Diego Medical Enterprise Services (SDMES).

SDMES contracts with the fire protection district to provide ambulance services. Each fire truck also has at least one firefighter paramedic on board.

"They determined that that was the closest trauma center and, based on the patient's injuries, that's where they determined was the best place for the patient 
to go," Makani said.

Paramedics arrived at the scene at 4:23 p.m., five minutes after they were dispatched, and left for the hospital at 4:27 p.m., Makani said.

It took the ambulance 18 minutes to reach the La Jolla hospital on Genesee Avenue, which is between 16 and 19 miles from the shopping center depending on 
which route is taken.

Palomar Medical Center, on East Valley Parkway in Escondido, is about 11 miles from the shopping center and is the designated trauma center for North 
County. Paramedics may not be able to take patients to the closest trauma center if it is on bypass—meaning, not accepting new patients because of space or 
personnel constraints—but Palomar Medical Center was not on bypass at the time, spokesman Andy Hoang said.

Pomerado Hospital on Poway Road is not a trauma center.

Interested in a follow-up to this article? 
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POLICE & FIRE 

Officials Explain Response to 4S Ranch Suicide
Some witnesses have complained about the response time and a seeming lack of urgency from responders.

By Shauntel Lowe December 24, 2010 
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Solana Beach: Fire-management services raising the 
bar

The Cooperative Fire Management Service 
(CFMS) agreement is a plan that allows the 
consolidation of fire services, making for faster 
response times and lower operating costs. 

 
By Marlena Chavira-Medford 
Staff Writer  
It’s not often city officials find a way to save tax dollars while improving services for their residents — 
especially if it involves navigating uncharted territory. However, the Fire Department Shared Management 
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Services between Solana Beach, Del Mar, Encinitas and Rancho Santa Fe Fire Protection District is seemingly 
the exception to the norm. 

After just one year, the program has already saved more than $1 million in tax dollars cumulatively across the 
four communities it serves: Solana Beach has saved $124,200; Del Mar has saved $226,000; Encinitas has saved 
$229,000; and the Rancho Santa Fe Fire Protection District has saved $432,832. And thanks to the command 
realignment it brought about, battalion chiefs are now just minutes away instead of having to be paged in from 
places as far away as Vista. That’s important because though firefighters serve as frontline responders, a 
battalion chief acts as the logistical command center during an emergency. 
“A battalion chief can stand back and assess the situation and be that extra safety watch out, it’s a very 
important role,” explained Solana Beach City Manager David Ott, who helped design and launch the program. 

Serving as fire chief in Del Mar and Solana Beach from 2003 to 2006, Ott gained a deep insight to fire services 
and soon realized it made sense for smaller communities like these to join forces. That lack of a unified 
firefighting service within the county became especially apparent in the wake of the devastating 2003 Cedar 
wildfires, he said. It was around that time he started exploring the possibility of establishing a joint-effort 
program, something that had never been done locally. Finally getting Encinitas, Rancho Santa Fe, Del Mar and 
Solana Beach all on one page was no small feat. 
“We were working with four local governments, and each had its own different policies and training 
procedures,” Ott said. “Condensing all of those was a challenge. I think the initial tendency was to get 
everything perfect. We eventually just realized that we were never going to get it perfect, so we agreed to 
resolve the issues as they came up.” 

And though the program’s first year has “gone better than most thought it would,” there have been a few tweaks 
along the way. The program has gone through two realignments, further consolidating the positions and duties 
shared by the four communities. Ott said the program will likely continue to evolve as needed in time and, 
currently, an ad hoc committee is exploring some governing options, like a joint-powers-authority. 
“Overall, the success of this program has been a pleasant surprise,” he said. 

The program has done so well, in fact, that some communities in East County are looking to this program as a 
blueprint of sorts. The program’s model is especially relevant now in the midst of a down economy and budget 
cuts, which is forcing firefighters to learn how to do more with less — a model that could potentially work with 
other city services. The program, Ott added, worked because “everyone bought into the idea that this was a good 
thing.” 
“This program has allowed us to provide a higher level of service for a cheaper cost,” he said. “It’s been a 
positive, rewarding program and we’re looking forward the program’s continued success.” 
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