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and the Rancho Santa Fe Associa-

tion, finding that the Rababys

-have .a legal right to use their

entire village property ‘for com-

mercial purposes.

“His. - [Judge Mn:hael B-'

‘Orfield] decision was a surprise,”
said RanchoSanta Fe Association
Manager Pete Smith,

ing us¢ entitfements. for ‘the site,
nown as the “gas station” proper-

ty, located between Via De Santa

Fe and La Granada at the south-
cast entrance to the RSFE Village,
“was initially brought to conrt by
the Rababys, and has gone on for
years; during whieh time the judge

reversed hIS decision several,

‘dmg L‘m’ 1

the appeﬂate court makes

sion so the ex1stmg ‘residential
zoning stays in pl ce andi the
Rababys cannot

t the southeast entrance to the

ated on the northern portion of

. appe]late (;ourt s decision is made,

that he

another year-and-a-half.
“We obviously don’t. agree

with the }udge s. decision,” said

s decision stands anc

: Rababys can: build commercml
-facilities on the property: they will
still have to go through the Asso- *

ciation’s -Art Jury process and
comply with requirements such as

w parking, - structure. - height, set=
The Titigation process regard-- -

backs.efc. .
Whﬂe the case was in court,

the Association was advised by its
attorneys. not ‘to address: other
issues related to the site, such a8

trash, storage, illegal signs, and

visual clutter; all of which violate
the Covenant’ s regulatory code,

regardless of how the property is
zoned.

‘The Association is now free
"to address those v10]a"n ’and

mercial building permit untll theyl .

 to approve
support, communications upgrades and better training for the region’s
Tirefighting forces, a proposal tnggered by the (hsastrous wildfires of
'2003 and 20

~-enve generated by the parcel tax will

; is enjoyed a week of commumty celebration |
Sept. 20-27 at a variety of festive _events, mcludmg the |
RSF Rotary Fall Festival Barbecue (above), ' |

he Wells Fargo stagecoach and concludm thh the RSF f

Flzzo had a great tlme See more ph
;above/Jon lark; P

s nilin the  expects the .appeal process to takef ' 
ongoing battle between pl‘operty‘ :
owners Adele and Tony Rababy ,
By Joe Tash

Voters across anD:ego County will dec1de in November whether
year parcel tax to pay for more fire engines, aerial

- The County Board of Supervisors voted unammously in August to -
put the measure, called: Proposition A, before voters in the November
general election. A thirds majority is Tequired for passage. -

~Supporters of the measure said it is an important step toward bol*
stering: the county’s ability to combat major fires, and even stop them'
before they pose a serious threat to life and property. They also said rev-
improve the effectiveness of
local fire departs on a day-to—day basis, whether it’s ﬁghtmg fires. or
responding fo medical emergencies. 2
‘Opponents said the morey won’t be spent in the area where it’s

jneeded most, East San Diego County, the location where majo wildfires "

generally start. Other Crmcs said local ¢

d recently that sup-

to get information out to the -

€y are relymg on media mtervzews and pubhc meetmgs
t the messa; ,

improving. cdmmunicatmns links between

ents and:enhancmg lralmng for San Diego County ﬁreﬁght—
The measure faﬂs short of what ,and other experts in the ﬁeld

, ,See TAX page. 7
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' "Box'holder

A_héérmg Oct. '416 |
on proposed

Drought Response
- Policies and
Procedures -

- The Santa Fe Imgauon Dls—
trict Board of Directors is holding

~a public hearing Thursday, Oct.
16, 10 receive and consider public

comment on_ thé proposed Santa
Fe Irrigation District Drought

‘Response Policies and Proce-
. dures. The public hearing will be
held durmg a regular board of

directors meeting at 8:30 a'm. at

~ the district offices located at 5920

Linea del Cxelo n Rancho Santa
Fe.
The board of directors: of the

Imgatmn Distn t

‘92067 0409 After

See DROUGHT page 37
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What he said is true — kids

know everything. It’s a bit scary.”

The father said he would

share the details of the presenta-
tton with his child.

It was very informative,”
said Michael Klein, who has a 15-
year old son at La Costa Canyon
High School and a 12-year-old
daughter at Oak Crest Middie

_School. “Parents have to get
« nvolved to stop the problem,”

. Brenda Hill, a parent of three
girls -(one at Torrey Pines High
School, one at Ear Warren Mid-
dle School, and a third in col-
lege), was strongly affected by

the realities Hubbs laid out.
JYI's an eye Opener,” Hill
said. “We think we know about
alcohol and drugs, but some of the
stutf, like Dust-Off, it makes you
aware of what could go wrong.

“It’s frustrating,” said Peter

Demarco. “It looks like 2 losing
battle.”
, .Demarco’s wife, Gina, said,
“This is a really great program.
Pm grateful for it. It scares us as
parents.”

Addressing what he saw ag
the logical progression of Hubbs’
presentation, Peter added, “It
scares the parents, but what we
really need to do'is scare the kids.”

Lop/’c Jor more on this topic in
3!p€0})l!i£g 155UES. .

DROUGHT
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the close of the public hearing the
board of directors may consider
~adoption, revision, or modifica-
tion of the drought response poli-
cies and procedures, '

Santa Fe Irrigation District
bas made a significant effort to
inform and alert its customers of
the current water supply condi-
tons and the district’s proposed
Drought Response Policies and
Procedures. District staff has met
with several homeowrier associa-
tens and community groups to
sh&z'e.ﬁus message and respond to
questions from the community,

Drought Response Policies
and Proceduges, being adopted by
area water agencies, are intended
© serve as a tool in achieving
demand reductions during short-
ages, and © provide regional con-
sislency in the event of necessary

wis. The Santa Fe Trriga-
¢t Drought Response
Policies and Procedures refer-
ences, and is intended to be
mplemented i accordance v
wo Important state statues. Cali
fornla Water Code section 375
authorizes water suppliers io
adopt and enforce a comprehen-
sive water couservation program.
Califormia Water Code section
350 authorizes more restrictive
water use regulations and mea-
sures such as water rationing,
under the declaration of a water
shortage emergency.

The Santa Fe Irrigation Dis-
trict Drought Response Policies:
and ‘Procedures have four levels
of ‘drought response, which are
determined by specific existing
conditions. The levels require
increasing levels of conservation
from a voluntary 10 percent
reduction of water usage up to a
mandatory 40 percent or more

gcduqﬁon. The district’s intention
is to inform customers in advance

. of official noticing of the droughit

condition levels, so they can pre-
pare for reductions and consider
water usage changes that could be
implemented now,

Santa Fe Imigation District
has several helpful tips to reducing
water usage available on its Weh

" site: www.sfidwater.org as well as

offering free residential water
audits to help determine the most
efficient methods of water usage
for a residence. v

_ Please contact the Sants Fe
Imgatioa District Water Conger-
vation Department at 858-756.
5672 for further information, to
schedule a water audit, or 1o get
answers 10 your water conserva-
Hon questions. Also, view water
conservation information on fthe
customer care tab of the Santa Fe
Drigation  District Web site:
www.sfidwater.org .
. The Santa Fe Lrigation Dis-"
1ct was formed in 1923 under the
C ua Imigation District Act
The district provide water and -
related services 1o residential,
commercial and agriculiural cus-

. tomers in the San Diego County

communities of Ranche Santa He
Solana Beach and Fairbanks

Ranch. The district provides ser-
vice to about 22,000 customers in
a 16-square-mile area. The district
supplies over 4.5 billion gallons
{or 14,000 acre feet) of water per
year to its customers, utilizing a
blend of local water from Lake
Hodges and imported water pur-
chased through the San Diego
County Water Authority. The dis-
trict administers and operates the
jointly owned R.E. Badger Filtra-
tion Plant, a 40 million gallon per
day water treatment plant. The
district has historical rights to
local water supplies from Lake
Hodges and the San Dieguito
Reservoir. :
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believe is ultimately needed — 2

regional firefighting agency. But

Supporters say Prop. A will still

provide incremental improve-

ments.

“We have to ask ourselves all
the timae, is it ever enough. No,
it’s not enough to do the complete
regionalization we’ve envisioned
for decades in San Diego County.
But it is another very positive
step,” said Ghio. “When you
look at how much money it is, it’s
more than we have now.”

In August, the board of the
Rgnqho Santa Fe Fire Protection
District took an official position
against the measure. Board
members said Prop. A does not
provide enough funds to make
needed improvement;s, and cre-
ators of the ballot measure did pot
prepare a detailed list of the coun-
ty’s equipment and personnel
needs.

In an interview, fire board
president Jim Ashcraft said
another shortcoming is that not
enough money is focused on Bast
County, where the major wild-
fires in 2003 and 2007 started.

“So, it’s not the right
approach. We’ve got to attack the
problem in the East County,” said
Asheraft, '

With another fire season just
about 1o start, Asheraft concedes
the need for improved firefight-
ing capacity in

San Diego is “an urgent mat-
er” But alung with failing to
allocate enough rescarces 1o East
County, he said, the tax. won't
generate enough money county-
wide to deal with the problem.

_ Prop. A calls for half of the
$30 million in annual revenue to
be spent on regional assets, and
the other half to be divided

- among cities and fire districts, to
o8 ; >

to get
this thing going, but the truth of
the answer is, the problem is big-
ger. we need to get down and get
a solid plan and take that to the
public,” Ashcraft said. “People
tend to forget, the public is smart,
trust the public. They’ll know
when you have a good plan and
they’ll vote for it.”

Five local officials signed
the ballot statement in support of
Prop A: They include Ghio, San
Diego Mayor Jerry Sanders,
Sheriff William Kolender, Mark
Baker, president of the San Diego

" County Fire District Association,

and Greg Cox, chairman of the
county Board of Supervisors.

* Opposition statement,

.. ‘Passage of Proposition A
will dramatically improve our
abmt}_/ to fight future wildfires
and significantly bolster day-to-
day emergency services in every
comer of our region,” said the
statement.

Working against the mea-
sure’s potential success is a slew
of fevenue-generating - proposi-
tons from the state and local
governmenis on the November
ballot, along with the pation’s
financial woes.

. The argument against Prop.
A is signed by Richard Rider,
chairman of San Diego Tax
Fighters; Allen Hemphill, news-
paper columnist; Joe Shetfo,
Encinitas City Council candi-
date; Gary Pietile, Ranchita
homeowner; and Michael Benoit,
chairman of the Libertarian Party
of San Diego County.

. In the teeth of this reces-
sion, with record energy prices,
Soaring  unemployment and
plummeting home values, the
county presents its solution —
RAISE TAXES! What are they
smoking? This tax is for fire pro-
tection, with should be a top pri-
ority for government, But we
alreagiy pay plenty of taxes to
provide firefighting,” said the

Prop. A would set up a joint
powers authority between the
county, local cities and fire dis-
icts to administer the funds gen-
erated by the parcel tax. Accord-
ing to Ghio, a citizens oversight
committee would also be estab.
lished, along with a technical
advisory committee of fire
chiefs,

1f the meusnre passes, said
Ghio, a detuiled analysis would
be completed ¢ determine I
the money will be spent, inc
ing the number of new fire tracks
= which cost $350,000-$600,000
—to be purchased.

“Are we going 1o stop those
major conflagrations? Probably
notall of them_ . Are wa SoIng to
smali fires small, from becoming
those conflagrations? Absoclute-
1y,” Ghio said.

The county fire chiefs asso-
ciation sees its role as educating
the public, but not telling pecple
how to vote, Ghio said.

“If, as a citizen, you're satis-
fied with what we have now and
what we’ve gone through since
2003 and- 2007, then vote no,”
Ghio said. “If you’re not satis-
fied -and you're sincere about
wanting to improve our ability to
save property and protect lives,
from fires, floods and earth-
quakes, and do a better job on a
daily basis in your town, in your
community, then vote yes.”

PARKING

continued from page 5

town became timed parking spots;
In 2003, one-hour timed parking
Spots were put in on both sides of
Paseo Delicias between Avenida
de Acacias and La Granada; in
2006, those spots were changed to
two-hour spots, and one-hour Spots
Were put in on Via de Santa Fe
between Paseo Delicias and La
Flecha. Tn 2008, half of Via de
Santa Fe was turned into two-hour
Spots, and two spots in front of
Country Friends on El Tordo were
turned into two-hour spos.

“All these changes have been
done to help businesses have
spaces for their customers,” she
said:

. She added that the Associa-
tion does not pay the Sheriff’s
department, and therefore has no
control over its enforcement. The
Association does hire California

| Highway Patrol for overtime

enforcement, primarily to deal
with safety isstes such as Speed-
wng; CHP also hus 4 full-time off-
cerin Rancho Santa Fe, {The Asso-
ciation’s RSF Patrol cannot issue
parking citations, only " warnings
that are not binding)

On a yearly basis, Avalon con-
ducts a parking survey, and said,
“Every year for the past three years
we've made some kind of change
to help businesses. The parking sit-
uation is better now than i has
been in some time,”

The Planning Committee
Tueets the fourth Thursday of every
month; at iis last meeting. on Sept.
_25, Dodson said she addressed the
ssue of redesigning the park in
front of The Inn help create
more purking spaces in the Village

| Scripps Clinic's

Dalessio Headache
(enter offers free
support group

Every other month the
Dalessio Headache Center offers
an evening of education about
headache at Scripps Green Hos-
pital Hastings Room (adjacent to
the Scripps Green cafeteria) at
10666 North Torrey Pines Road,
La Jolla, CA 92037. Next meet-
ing is Wednesday, Oct. 29, from
6:30 pm. - S pmo
~ Guest speaker is Dr. Robert
Bonakdar, M.D. from the Scripps
Center for Integrative Medicine.

DECISION

continued from page 1

About the Association’s plan
to appeal, Rababy said, “They’ve
already lost twice, I don’t know
why they want to appeal it. I don’t
know why they’ve fought me so
much. Past board members could
not believe that this was not com-
mercial, and most people in the
Ranch feel that this is commer-
cial. If you ask anyone in the
Ranch, they’ll say it’s commer-
cial” :

Rababy said she pays a land-
scaper to take care of the property
every week, and added, “I don’t
kmow what else I can do. It’s a gas
station, people park their cars
there.”

As an example, according to
Rababy, of the the Association’s
unwillingness to cooperate and
the town’s repeated vilification of
her, she brought up the events that
occurred when, in the recent past,
she and her husband tore down
the historic house that previously
existed on the property.

“T've been crucitied for tear-
ing the house down,” said Raba-
by. “The truth is, we offered it to

the Association, and they didn’t
want it. We offered it to the His-
torical Society, they didn’t want it.
We offered it to the Inn, they did-
n’t want it.”

Before tearing the house
down — which was done on a
Saturday as a conscientious ges-
tare, according to Rababy, not to
impede traffic — Rababy said
they offered to pay for the moving
and restoration of the house, and
only asked the Association to find
a spot for it.

“It wouldn’t cost them any-
thing,” she said, “but they weren’t
interested.”

Rababy said she was unable
to get insurance for the house
because nobody was living in it at
the time, and that kids were
repeatedly breaking in and van-
dalizing the house. ‘

“They told us we could tear it
down,” she added, “There was no
permission needed to tear it down,
and then everybody had an opin-
ion.”

- About two weeks ago, prior
to the judge’s final decision, the
Rababys were paid a settlement
by the Association’s insurance
company to drop the other cours-
es of action in the suit against the

Association.  Those  actions
included a complaint for breach
of fiduciary duty, and 2 violation
of - Civil Code 1366.1, which
states “An Association shall not
impose or collect an assessment
or fee that exceeds the amount
necessary to defray the cost for
which it is levied.”

The Association’s side of .
the matter has roots going back
nearly a century.

When the Covenant was
formed in 1928, the north half of-
the property (where the gas sta-
tion currently sits) was zoned for
commercial use. However, the
owner of the Rababys’ parcel, at
that time, didn’t immediately
join; six months later, they joined
under an “Acceptance Agree-
ment,” which defined the entire
site as-residential.

When the owners applied
for & gas station in 1966, their
application went through the Art
Jury and was approved by the
Art Jury with the Art Jury’s
incorrect belief that part of the
property was zoned commercial,
according to Smith.

. The Rababys bought the gas
station property in the early
1980s and at that time they were

aware of the fact that the gas sta-
tion was operating under a non-
conforming use and that the
property the gas station sits on
and the property behind it was
zoned residential with the Asso-
clation, according to Smith.

In the mid-1980s the
Rababys began the process of
changing the gas station property
and the adjoining parcel (where
they would like to build a com-
mercial building) to commercial
use zoning, according to Associ-
ation records and Smith. In 1988,
the RSF Association and the Art
Jury approved a Covenant modi-
fication for commercial zoning
and also approved the Rababys
development plans for both prop-
erties. The membership has the
right to oppose the modification
by submitting a petition request-
ing a membership vote. A mem-
bership petition in opposition
was submitted in November
1988 and a meeting of the Asso-
ciation membership was held on
Dec. 1 1988, Smith said. )

More than 500 people
attended the meeting; 432 voted
to keep the property residential,
only 70 voted to uphold the Asso-
ciation board’s decision to allow

the commercial zoning.

That 1988 vote kept the
property zoming residential,
although the gas station was
allowed to stay as a nonconform-
ing use, Smith said.

The Rababys’ lawyers ini-
tially sued the Association in
2005 with the understanding that
the original covepant — which
allowed for half of the site to be
used for commercial purposes —
was binding, and that they didn’t
have to adhere to the rules of the
Acceptance Agreement, under
which they initially joined. The
Jjudge’s initial ruling was that the
Rababys’ argument was correct,
but based on additional argument
by the Association attorneys the
judge reversed his decision.

After several more decision
reversals, the judge ultimately
made the Sept. 26 decision, based
on the Davis Stirling Act, that the
property should be commercially

zoned, according to Smith.

“The Association’s argument
is that it’s not for the judge or the
Association to decide. It’s for the
members, and they want it resi-
dential,” Smiith said.
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prepredness a top
cong ern in RSF

TheRanch Santa Fe Assom—t

gate the hazards that cause wild-

Dudek’s yurb' forestry and wild
fire protection planning services:
manager, the report focused on a

1.6-mile long portion of the San
Dieguito Rlver Canyon whmh

the Covenant werc destroyed in
the fire and many more were dam-
aged.

Analyzing topography, vege-

tation, slope, fire history, and

potential weather conditions; Huff

displayed a fire behavioral model, -

which sho ed that with 20 mph

canyon . wol “reach nearly 40-
feet high: at 60 mph, 'ﬂame helght

. importance of removing from the

landscape  exotic and invasive
species; dead or dying plants and
foliage, and debris; all of which

..encourage: and expedite a wild-

fire’s ability to spread through an
Huff also mdlcated e need

-equipment.

. Continuing with the discus-
sion ‘of preventaﬂve 1neasures,

Huff targeted structural upgrades,

including - the importance - of

eenclosing decks; fitting vents with
-metal screens to keep embers:out
~ of homes, replacing wood fences
- with a fence made of non-com- .

- bustible material, installing dual

: i sat -
restoration need to be addressed.

Phase treatment “area -one

‘pane, tempered windows, " and

mstalhng masonry walls:

See FIRE, page 38

RSF School Dist

top nght) A pro,ductlon of “Our -
_Town” by the Village Church Com-
*-mumty Theate (Alexandra Scott

ho Sant Fe,Educa,tlon Founda- :
. tion’s annual Newcomer’s Cocktail
Party (Nancy Jo Cappetta, Dan
 Meader, Cathy Austin, Lori
.Budano). For more photos,
msnde. Photos/Jon Clark

ct approves

construction delivery method
for school renovation

By MattLtebowuZ '

At its Oct: 2 meetmg, the
RSF School. board: unanimously
approved the Lease/l.ease-Back
option-as the construction delivery

~method they will use for the reno-

vation the R. Roger Rowe School,
set to begin early 2009. =

On Aug. 26, the board met
w1th Gafcon, Inc., the construc-

tion ‘management company who, -
with architectural firm Trittipo

Architecture and Planning, is

. heading the project. ,
At that meeting, Gafcon’s

project manager, Katy Wright,

‘presented the most common con-
delivery methods
,Deszgn -Bid-Build (DBB).

structlon

the school works

general contractor, who, in tum,

hires several ubcontractors

Wthh the district selects a buﬂder

based on gualifications, and then
leases the land to the buﬂder The

builder, in turn, leases the Jand
back to the district for use during
the construction process; monthly
lease payments made by the dis-
triet eﬁ‘ectwely become paynents
for construction: . :
By law; under the DBB sys-
“fem, the school ‘must .award. the
contract ‘to. the lowest bidder,
while = the Lease/Lease-Back
“methed tends 1o epsure: higher
quality.
" Wright, ‘with Gafcon’s con-
straction manager Tim Ireland,
was on hand again on Oct. 2 to
speak to: the advantages of the
Iease/l.ease-Back system, and
quell the board members’ con-
cerns.. e
“One of the advantages you

. get with the Lease/l ease-Back is

 that the entity you cheose will let
- you know the subcontractors they
like :and trust ‘It tends to work
much more smoothly,” said

 See SCHOOL, page 38




38 October 9, 2008

Rancho Santa Fe Review

Letters to the Editor/Opinion

y reas

During the next several
weeks you will be asked to vote
by mail ballot on a proposed
bylaw amendment. The proposed
amendment, in short, precludes
the RSF Association, its board of
directors, and any of its commit-
tees, employees or agents from
expending any time, resources,
or money on the issue of incorpo-
ration, now and forever. This
amendment deserves to be voted
down for the following reasons:

First, it is unnecessary. The
Association Board of Directors
has, has had, and will always

S

have the discretion to decide
whether to consider the incorpo-
ration issue and whether to
expend any of its resources and
money on incorporation. That
they spent money in the past on
investigating the feasibility of
incorporation was strictly volun-
tary on their part; no one made
the directors do so. They should
retain this discretion.

Second, it is undemocratic.
The amendment is a restriction
on the board’s inherent powers. It
is essentially a vote of no confi-
dence on the current board’s and

These are opinion/letters to the editor pages provided 1o give read-
€15 an opportumity to express their views. The writings that appear on these
pages are the authors’ opinions only and have not been verified as fact.
Readers may send letters to: editor@sdranchcoastnews.com or fax: (858)
756-9912. Please limit letters to 560 words or less. Letters must be signed
usihg full first name and last and a contact number. The editor reserves the
right to edit submissions for space and clarity.

¥ind us on the Web at Ww.sdranchmastnews.com
Cur e-mail address editor @sdrancheeastnews.com {editorial)
or ads@sdrancheoastnews.com (advertising)

National
Award-
. Winning
ko ~ | Newspaper
PUBLISHER/PRESIDENT
Dex Allen
ADVERTISING MANAGER ASSOCIATE PUBLISHER/
Denny Fallon EXECUTIVE EDITOR
RETAIL ADVERTISING MANAGER ~ Lorine Flemons Wright
Michael Ellig SENIOR NEWS WRITER
ADVERTISING SALES Matt Liebowitz
Tracy Pendergast, PHOTOGRAPHERS
MaryBeth Browa, Erin McCord Jon Clark
Ed Gordon Daniel Lew
Carl Smith, Vincent Andrunas
i ADVERTISING
%Teg}ggfﬁ PROOFREADER
. ‘ Arthur Lightbourn
GRAPHIC DESIGNER CLASSIFIEDS/DISTRIBUTION
Jennifer Mikaeli MANAGER
CONTROLLER Tulie McCormick
Shawna L. Milis
CONTRIBUTING WRITERS

Arthur Lightbourn ¢ Marsha Sutton ¢ Bob Page * Diane Welch
Christy Wilson » Roman Koenig » Ruth Godley ¢ Joe Tash
Lili Meyers ¢ Ginger Bord ¢ Bertrand Hug ¢ Richard Burdge
Jim Depolo = Lee Schoenbart » Jan Wagner = Terrie Litwin
Cathetine Kolonko © Janice Coy « Whitney Youngs « Marie Addario

California Communications, L.L.C.
dba CMC Publishing
Publishers of Rancho Santa Fe Review,
Carmel Valley News and Del Mar Village Voice
16236 San Dieguito Road Suite 5-25;
P.O. Box 9077 RSE, CA 92067
Advertising Office (858) 756-1403; Classifieds: (858) 756-6808
Editorial Office (858) 756-1451; editor @sdranchceoasinews.com
FAX (858) 7569912

Cariuiad

[Veritication |

G 0 w5

IFPQ. a

California Newspaper Publishers Association Member
independent Free Papers of America Member
Circulation Verification Councii Member

Rancho Santa Fe Review is published semi-mouthly with a circolation of 8,500. Subscriptions
are available for $200 a year. Rancho Santa Fe Review is an Independent newspaper. No part
of this publication may be reprinted without the permission of the publisher. Adjudicated a
newspaper of general circulation in and for the County of San Diego in accordance with the Jaws of
California by decree number N57709 of the Superior Court of San Diego County daied December 21,
1992 and qualified for the publication of matters required by law to be published in 2 pewspa-
per. The views expressed in this publication, in letters to the editor and personal opinion
columns do not necessarily represent the views of the Publisher or the Editor. Readers are
encouraged to report any factual errors, w will be corrected in a subsequent publication.
All advertising copy is subject to the Publisher’s approval. At no time shall the Publisher’s Ha-
bility exceed the cost of the space involved. Please report &l errors immediately, as Publisher’s
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pages are the authors” ppinions only and have not been verified as fact,
Readers may send letters to: editor@sdranchcoastnews.com ot fax: (838)
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any future board’s ability to gov-
ern the affairs of the Association.
It deprives the membership from
having its elected trustees exam-
ine the issue of incorporation
even if in the future incorporation
might benefit the Association
membership.

Third, it is unnatural
Changing a non-profit corpora-
tion’s governing documents —
its bylaws — to address what is
essentially a fiscal issue makes
no sense. Traditionally, amend-
ments to corporate bylaws are
generally reserved for fundamen-
tal governance issues (e.g., Vot
ing, creation of committees, and
description of officers duties and
powers). Amendments are not
generally used for finance issues.
Financial issues should be direct-
ed to the Association’s Finance
Committee and the board itself.
They should not be the subject of
an in perpetuity bylaw amend-
ment. This amendment has no
place in our governing docu-
ments.

Four, it is unwise. Approval
of this amendment would set a
bad precedent. What if another
group of 100 Association mem-
bers opposed roundabouts, a

t to vote for Covenant bylaw ame

community swimming pool, a
senior shuffleboard court, pur-
chase of open space, acquisition
of playing fields or supporting the
Fourth of July Day parade and
then sought to preclude the board
of directors from spending a dime
on any one of those issues. All
they would have to do is propose
a bylaw amendment and get the
membership to pass it. This is a
recipe for governance disaster.

Fifth, it is un-American. We
have a right to free speech. That
right applies to Association meet-
ings. This is relevant because the
appellate courts have determined
that the Rancho Santa Fe Associa-
tion is a quasi-municipality. Pas-
sage of the proposed bylaw
amendment would entitle our
board to rule “out of order” any
member who wanted to express
his or her option on incorporation
in a public forum. This amend-
ment simply would not be
enforceable because it infringes
on a First Amendment constitu-
tional right.

1 ask you to consider this sce-
nario: Assume that 20 years from
now demographic and political
pressures require the County
Board of Supervisors to build four

lane roads on the county’s 60-foot
right of way along Paseo Delicias,
Via de la Valle, La Granada, La
Bajada, Linea del Cielo, and/or El
Camino Norte. This proposed
amendment would preclude our
Association from even consider-
ing incorporation as a method to
take local control over our roads
to prevent major arterials from
bisecting our beautiful communi-
ty. Consider also this scenario: A
cash-starved California state leg-
islature passes a law enabling
counties and incorporated cities to
adopt, assess, and collect a local
income tax. If this seems fanciful,
ask your East Coast friends
whether they pay a local income
tax in addition to federal and state
income taxes. The proposed
bylaw amendment would deprive
the Association Board of Direc-
tors and Covenant members from
considering whether an incorpo-
rated city could minimize the
impact of such a local income tax.
We must keep our options open.
Please join me and others in
voting against this unnecessary,
undemocratic, unnatural, unwise,
and un-American bylaw amend-
ment. Preserve country living.
Dave Moon

FIRE

continued from page 1

The board recognized the
importance of Huff’s report.

“We need to take action
now,” said Director Bill Beck-
man, who noted a Sept. 28 article
in the San Diego Union-Tribune,

PROFILEWRITER/ .  wolewhich listed Rancho Santa Fe as

one of three areas most vulnerable
to-wildfires in San Diego County.
“It’s important we follow
through.”

RSF Fire Marshal Chff
Hunter was on hand to speak to
the importance of implementing
the report’s recommendations.

Speaking to a question about
water cammnons designed to stop
wildfires from spreading, Hunter
said, “They are ineffective with
these types of high wind fires. It’s
better to look at a fuel reduction
plan.”

Hunter outlined PTA 1 and
PTA 2 as the highest priorities.

An issue that could influence
the board’s implementation of the
report’s suggestions is cost.

Reducing fuel and restoring
habitat in the 39.5 acres of PTA 1
{the area immediately surround-
ing homes), would cost between
$4,500 and $5,000 per acre; initial
treatment was estimated at
$177,750, and annual mainte-
nance was estimated at $82,950.

The 22.3 acres of PTA 2 had
the same per-acre cost, but annual

PTA 2 have categorical exemp-
tions from the California Envi-
ronmental Quality Act (CEQA).
Although fire management activ-
ities are allowed on PTA 3, work
on the area, which Huff called
“highly sensitive,” due to habitat
preserves, would require CEQA
stadies and a mitigated negative
declaration “for temoving fuels

maintenance and, initial treatment, . and putting in native plants,

were slightly lower, at $46,830
and $100,350 respectively.

Removing hazardous plants
and restoring the 74 acres of the
riparian corridor on the canyon
floor would be significantly more
costly, with a per-acre price of
between $5,000 and $17,600, an
initial treatment cost of between
$370,000 and $1,302,400, and an
annual maintenance cost of
$155,400. The higher cost of PTA
3 was attributed not only to the
larger amount of land, but also the
eucalyptus - trees, which would
have to be removed.

The amouits were based on

- consultations with fuel reduction

CONLractors.

Huff reported that PTA 1 and

“The hurdles are not as big
as with other projects,” Huff said.

The wildfire protection pro-
iect is eligible for grant funding
from FEMA and other national
organizations. -

“There’s money out there,”
said RSF Association . Planning
Director Ivan Holler, “it’s just a
matter - of going through the
steps.” L

The board agreed to work
with Huff and Hunter and to take
into consideration Dudek’s Wild-
fire Hazard Report and use it as
template to prepare a Community
Wildfire Protection Plan.

SCHOOL

continued from page 1
Wright.

Reinforcing that it’s a per-
formance and quality-based
delivery method rather than one
based solely on price, Wright
said, “You’'re not going with a
lowball entity.”

District superintendent
Lindy Delaney reported that she
wrestled between the
Lease/Lease-Back and DBB
options, but ultimately her deci-

- sion came down to quality.

“The fact that is we're in a
community that will demand a
high-quality project. That leads
to the Lease/Lease-Back.”

Delaney consulted with sev-
eral people prior to recommend-
ing the Lease/Lease-Back
option, including Steve Ma,
assistant superintendent of busi-
ness services with the San Die-
guito Union High School Dis-
trict, and Rodger Smith, director
of human resources and facility

planning with the Del Mar Union
High School District.

“Every single one of them
said use the Lease/Lease-Back
option,” she told the board.

Delaney said the selection
process for finding a Construc-
tion company would begin Oct.
3, with a decision to be made by
December or early January.

“We're moving at a good
clip,” she said, “but doing itin a2
methodical fashion.”
| Wright presented the board
with a tentative schedule for the
renovation, with building set to
begin in April 2009 and to finish
by the opening of the 2010-2011
school year.

“We are going to work with
the contractor to do everything
we can to finish by the opening
of the year,” Ireland told the
board.

Ireland then told the board to
“be prepared for the contractor to
think the schedule is a little
aggressive.”

Board

member  Carlie

Headapohl, with support from
her fellow members, urged the
board and Gafcon to focus on
staying under budget and ensur-
ing quality, rather than racing to
finish by the start of the year.

The discussion turned to
finances; Gafcon’s estimated
construction cost came in at $41
million, but Wright assured the
board they would look to identi-
fy alternatives on a “line-item by
line-item” basis and reduce costs
to come in under the allotted
$37 million budget.

“We’'re not recommending
anything be taken out of the
plan,” Wright said.

To offset the construction
costs and-stay under budget,
board member Ty Miller sug-
gested involving the business
owners in the cominunity, call-
ing on them to donate building
supplies and materials.

RSY Review Web sife:
WWW.

sdranchcoastnews.com




ane director of the County of San Diego

of Emergency Services .

Al , fire season is already upon us, it is never
Iate o double-check to make sure you have done
' possible to look out for the safety of you and

r family. For those that think they are prepared, a

1ook at the “top ten”” items below might change
i All the iterns listed Tequire litle or no

minimal time to complete, but checking off

e no combustible ‘materials
viany homes, cven ones with g

e lost in the 2007 fires because flying
| flames in trashcans and woodpiles next

to homes, as well as ignited dead
rain gutiers '
Cost:

s on roofs and in

Time Involved: Less than an hour.

3. Have ’yougchecked to make that sure none of o
ranches are touching or are located too
_close to your roof or home? Remember to frim and

ybur tree

thin plants

; and trees. While more than 1,700 homes

vere lost during the 2007 Firestorm, more than 17,000

homes in the path of the wildfire were spared as a result

of firefighters’ efforts, but also due to homeowners who

used defensible space concepts: ,
Cost: $0: Time Tnvolved: Less than an hour.

4. Have you scheduled a high-fire hazard

inspection from your local fire agency? Consult with
artment or district about specific
k to your individual ‘property.

$0: Time Involved: Approximately 1 he
Have you completed a Family Disaster

leastav
tems for children should also be included in your kit. -

Are you ready to evacuate your home in Just
15 minutes? During last year’s wildfires, many resi-
dents had only 15 minutes to gather their essential

items, pets and family members before the fire reached

their area. Conduct an evacuation drill with your fami-

Iy at least twice 4 year and have items youwwant to take

with you in an evacuation within easy reach. -
Cost: $0: Time Involved: 15 minutes.
7. Do you have emergency supplies to last you

and your family at least 72 hours? The Office of &
Emergency Services recommends that people store at -
least one gallon of water per person for each day as well -

non-perishable food. Residents should also have at
week’s worth of medications on hand. Special

or a full list of items; visit www.ReadySanDiego.org.

suide, in addition to
- - the lives of your family,

Rancho Santa Fe Review October 9; 2008 7

nd up saving yourself and -
r property in the face of another

To register your cell phone witl rtSanDiego;, download a copy of

the Wildfire Awareness Guide or our Family Disaster Plan; and to get '

on creating an em %gency home kit, visit wwwR
Tax-Free Income

Los Angéles' De a‘rtmeni of | .\
Airports Bonds

Cost: Approximately $30; Time Involved: 1 hour. B

8 Have you removed any outside furniture or
OLIEC] > ,
you have to evacuate? Several homes were lost last
year when patio fumniture crashed through a window
uming embers inside.
Co t $0: Time Involved: 10 minutes.

Do you have a non-cordless phone that does

electricity to charge and a battery-pow-
)2 In the event of a power outage, having a
push button phone that doesn’t rely on.

ks best. Tt should only have a line that

phone jack and doesn’t require a charge.

es will not work if the electricity isoff. A -

ered radio and extra batteries will allow

ding information about what the public
d where they should go. ‘

pproximately: $40; Time Involved 30 min- _

~ 10. Do you have a plan for your pet? In_cl"ude‘
your pet in your disaster plan. Be sure to have a carrier,

leash or way to transport your animal to a kennel or

shelter, and include sufficient food and water for your

pet in your emergency kit. If you have large animals,
practice evacuating with your i .

 Approximately $15; Time Involved: 30 min-
‘This month. the County of San Diego Office of

'Emergency Services mailed out more than one million
igh

Wildfire Awareness Guides to people living in a high
wildfire risk areas. By utilizing the information in the

that could be blewn into your home if

listen in to media reports about an emer-

nationally ranked in 8 specialties.

UC San Diego Medical Center is one of only 32 hospitals
in the nation that ranked in 8 or more specialties.

For the past 15 years, UC San Diego Medical Center, the region’s only academic medical

center. has been recognized for excellence by U.S.News & World Report. This year, we are

ranked among the top 10 for respiratory disease and among the top 50 for rheumatology,

psychiatry, kid,

Our worid-class ph

delivering better treatments an

Learn more at UCSDmedicalcenter.com

or ¢all 1-800-926-UCSD.

ey disease, gynecology, urology, cancer, and ear, nose and throat.
‘cians and researchers work tirelessly to unlock the mysteries of disease,

patient care. That's the power of academic medicine.
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b system;ShOuld be

0 be - ready soon

ker ExteNet Systems finishes s
installation of seven new ‘phone
poles and 43 node locations nsed fo
extend wireless service throughout
RSE According to RS i
Manager Pete Smith:

should be nd

Patrol is”investigating the ‘incident. . LT S ,
The mission of the Rancho Santa Fe F. banies, building a facility from
protect life P which multipl CAITIeTs can operate:
s tly, Verizon Wireless is the

. , . - functioning wireless carrier
" : Thi -accommodate for the effective oper-.

- ation of eight different wireless carri-

s
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special celebration in
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The 80th annual
Rancho Days festivities
wrap up with a
pancake breakfast and
a hoe down B

The Scream Zone at
the Del Mar
Fairgrounds brings
frightful fun with a
staff of scary actors
from around the
county
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Fandango
one for

the histo
books "

By David Wiemers

RANCHO SANTA FE
‘What do you get when you mix
chilli, Mexican food, Prairie Fire
and hot weather? The Rancho
Santa Fe Historical Society calls
it a Fandango!

On Sept. 26, the Rancho
Santa Fe Historical Society host-
ed its annual Fandango and
chilli cook-off at the La Flecha
House, Rancho Santa Fe’s his-
toric first home. Next to the
house’s patio is Via de Santa Fe,
which was blocked from traffic
giving room for more celebra-
tion. And plenty came to cele-
brate! Attendance far exceeded
expectations. “We planned for
200, bur soon ran out of plates
and cups,” Administrator Sharon
Fabry said. The folk-rock band
Prairie Fire had attendees danc-
ing in the streets. A buffet of
Mexican food was available for
all, catered by Rodeo’s, but it
was the annual chilli cook-off
that had everyone talking ... and
tasting.

Competition was fierce.
Society members were asked to
bring their best and most cre-
ative chilli to the table. At least
10 individuals or teams were up
for the challenge. First-timer
Demetri Melekos entered his
Chipotle Chilli Colorado and if
there had been a “Hot & Spicy
Award,” Melekos would have
won. But this year’s First-Place
Winners were Kent Jesse and
Carol Freeman, serving their XJ
Elk Chilli. So what gave them
their competitive edge?
According to chilli cook-off chair
Debi Holder, the winning team
hunted, cooked, set up early and
secured that special spot in the
line-up. It also helped they
brought friends to sing their culi-
nary praises! In the end, it was

TURN TO FANDANGO on 23

AND THE WINNER IS Kent Jesse, co-creator of the KJ Elk Chilli, which won the

chilli cook-off. Fhoto by David Wiemners

SECRET RECIPE First-timers Erin Leahey and Morgan Whalen enter their East Coast
Chili, which included “secret ingredients” shipped in from the East Coast. Fholo by David

Wiemers

e

Association moves swiftly on wildfire hazards

By David Wiemers

RANCHO SANTAFE — On
Oct. 2, the Association board of
directors heard a report from
Dudek Engineering regarding
their evaluation of wildfire haz-
ards and fuel reduction for a 1.6-
mile-long portion of the San
Dieguito River Canyon. Forester
and Fire Planner Michael Huff
from Dudek and Fire Marshal
Chiff Hunter gave the presenta-
tion.

It was one year ago that
major wildfires swept across a
large portion of San Diego
County. The Witch Creek Fire,
which originated near Ramona,
spread westward into Rancho
Santa Fe through the San
Dieguito  River  drainage,
destroying 18 residences in the

~ Covenant and damaging 14 oth-
ers. Working with the Rancho

Santa Fe Association, the
Fairbanks Ranch Association,
the Rancho Santa Fe Fire
Department and the San Diego
County Department of Planning
and Land Use, Dudek
Engineering performed analysis
of the fire’s behavior.

Dudek conducted fire
behavior modeling by utilizing
geographic information systems
data and other software to pre-

dict the likely behavior and

spread of wildfire in the San
Dieguito River Canyon. This
model was then used to develop
recommendations for prioritiz-
ing fuel reduction and modifica-
tion treatments, including the
removal of exotic and invasive
plants, trimming vertical and
horizontal vegetation and thin-
ning native shrubbery. “We
want to plan for a worst-case

scenario,” Huff said.

The Dudek report recom-
mended several different types
of fuel reduction treatments:
removal of exotic plants and
invasives; removal of dead and
dying plants; trimming and
maintenance of native plants;
removal of dead foliage; and
debris removal and removal of
flammable landscape materials,
such as umbrellas.

The Dudek report recom-
mended that fuel reduction be
rolled out in three phases.
Phase one would begin with
homeowners removing danger-
ous fuel within 100 feet of their
homes and structures. Phase
two would involve both the
Association and homeowners
working in conjunction to clear

TURN 1O WILDFIRE On 24
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Residents
sought to
serve, lead
community

By David Wiemers

RANCHO SANTA FE
Association Manager Pete Smith
announced 17 openings on 10
committees at the Oct. 2 meeting.
“This is a big opportunity to serve
the community,” Smith said.
Committee vacancies include:
Historical Preservation, three
openings; Osuna Adobe, three
openings; Parks and Recreation,
two openings; planning, two open-
ings; Road and Traffic, four open-
ings; and Trails, three openings.

Members wanting to serve on
any committee should make their
interest known — in writing — to
Smith on or before Oct. 31. Also,
any member in good standing may
nominate another member in
good standing to serve. The list of
volunteers and nominees for each
committee, along with board
member recommendations, will
be submitted by Smith to the

appropriate committees for their
considerationr and recommenda-

tions back to the board.

Board Director Bill Beckman
felt strongly that residents should
step up to the plate. “It’s impor-
tant to serve your community,” he
said. “Too often we become com-
placent. We need to get out there
and recruit people.” Others on the
board agreed. “On the Trails
Committee, we recruit individuals
and it’s been very successful,” Vice

TURNTO SERVE ON 24

School board
OK's delivery
method

By David Wiemers

RANCHO SANTA FE — On
the evening of Oct. 2, the school
board overwhelmingly approved
“lease-leaseback™ as the delivery
method for the new R. Roger
Rowe Modernization Project.

With the leaseleaseback
method, a contractor is hired
based on qualifications, not neces-
sarily the lowest bid. “We livein a
community that demands high
quality in a project,”
Superintendent Lindy Delaney
said at the meeting. Delaney
spoke with many other school dis-
tricts that faced similar challenges
when building new schools. “All of
them recommended lease-lease-
back — Del Mar, Solana Beach
and many other districts that
build more schools than we do.”

The decision to go lease-lease-
back, however, does not mean that
the school board isn’t concerned

TURN 1O SCHOOGL BOARD on 24
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President Tim Sullivan said.

The majority of board
directors served on comimittees
prior to serving on the board.
“It’s a great way to gain experi-
ence,” Beckman said.

At the Oct. 2 meeting, the
board of directors also drew lots
from a list of eligible persons
who are in good standing and
are former Art Jurors or board
members. These individuals
will establish a committee for
the selection of Art Jury candi-
dates. In total, 15 members

were drawn in the lot and the
first three Art Jurors and first
two board members who are
willing and able to serve will
comprise the committee.

In other Association news,
Covenant Administrator Ivan
Holler presented the board
with emergency contact phone
numbers and evacuation proce-
dures that will be mailed out to
the community. The distribu-
tion of these numbers and pro-
cedures comes as part of the
recommendations from the Fire
Aftermath Review Committee,
a committee that looked at the
actions that occurred during

last year’s Witch Creek Fire. The
board approved the printing
and mailing of the materials.
Residents can expect to receive
this information by mid-
October. The information will
also be posted on the
Association’s Web site.
Beckman was enthusiastic
about the materials. “This is
very helpful” Beckman said.
“We need to be vigilant and
active. This material is a great
reminder that we are still at
risk.” :

Holler also informed the
board that work is to begin-Oct.
7 to rubberize specific roads in

the Covenant. The special rub-
berized asphalt slurry coat not
only reduces road noise, but
also helps with wear and tear
on vehicles.

Smith said that ballots
would be mailed to residents
during the week of Oct. 13. At
issue is the bylaw change that
members overwhelmingly sup-
ported to be placed on a ballot
last month. Members have until
Nov. 17 to cast their votes; the
results will be tallied on Nov.18.

For more information on
the committee openings, call
Pete Smith at (858) 756-1174 or
e-mail pete@rsiassociation.org.

WILDFIRE
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fuel from commonly owned
areas. Phase three included
the clearance of 74 acres in the

. canyon. There are many euca-
lyptus trees that must be cut,
but are difficult to reach. Hand
crews would be required to go
in for this removal.

The cost of fuel reduction
comes at a price. Homeowners
would be required to remove
dangerous fuel vegetation
within 100 feet of their homes
as a preventative measure. As

for commonly owned property,
such as the canyon, Dudek rec-
ommended getting estimates
from fuel reduction contrac-
tors. In the San Dieguito River
Canyon, approximately 300
acres, the cost would be as high
as $5,000 per acre to remove
exotic vegetation and danger-
ous fuels. In the places where
hand crews would be required
to remove eucalyptus trees, the
cost could rise to $20,000 per
acre.

According to Dudek, grant
money is available to help mit-
igate the costs if a Community

Wildfire Protection Plan is pre-
pared. “There is money out
there, but it’s a matter of initi-
ating and rolling out a pro-
gram,” Huff said.

Other nearby communi-
ties, such as Laguna . and
Scripps Ranch, have used goats
on hillsides to help reduce fuel
vegetation in the past. Goats
are a less expensive method,
but require intense manage-
ment. Huff said that the use of
goats may be worth a study.

Board Director Bill
Beckman asked whether home-
owners would be required to

remove all dangerous fuels
within 100 feet of their homes
and structures?

“We have the authority,”
Hunter said. “If homeowners
don’t get the job done, we will
— and they will be assessed.”
Hunter assured the board,
however, that in the past most
homeowners have complied
and have cooperated with the
fire department.

“This has been an excel-
lent report,” Association
President Lois Jones said.
“There’s lots of valuable infor-
mation here.”

WHO'S NEWS?
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Achievers” raised $50,000 to help
finance school projects, Boy
Scout troops, scholarships at local
high schools, Pop Warner sports,
young people in need of financial
assistance and more. The club
meets at the El Camino Country
Club on Vista Way in Oceanside
at § a.m. every Saturday morning.

Fall Cedros bash

SOLANA BEACH — Solana
Beach’s Cedros Avenue Design
District is throwing its 11th
annual Fall Street Bash and
Open House. Starting with its
traditional Third Thursday
event, shops will be open until
8:30 p.m. Oct. 16. Throughout the
weekend Oct. 18 and Oct. 19, art
galleries clothing and acces-
sories boutique and area bars
will be taking part, with savings
of 10 percent to 25 percent.
There will also be a farmers mar-
ket from 2 to 5 pm. Oct. 18.

Try a new skin

OCEANSIDE — Destiny
Boutique is a local skincare man-
ufacturer using natural prod-
ucts. On Oct. 4, it began an
eight-week demonstrations pro-
gram in Boney’s Marketplace n
Oceanside. Tuula, the chief
executive officer and founder of
Destiny Boutique, will do demos
each Saturday at noon through
Nov. 28. During the demos, the
customers will have a chance to

fuﬂmmmﬂmmmm

ALE EN OON CALL NC
866-602-1300
‘or visit our picture gallery at
www.BCDaylight.com

test the products, learn about
the natural skin care and take
home free product samples.

McAuliffe gets
newspapers

OCEANSIDE — Marko
Mardonovich of TenTen

Oceanside and Ray Schmidt of
Greenrcom Financial Inc. pre-
sented checks to McAuliffe
FElementary school to cover the
cost of Scholastic Newspapers
for first-graders this 2008/2009
school year. !

Schmidt was Principal for a
Day and was troubled after a
budget meeting showed the
budget could no longer afford
Scholastic newspapers. When
Schmidt told of his concern to
Marko Mardonovich, TenTen’s
business development manager,
he suggested the two companies
split the cost of the Scholastic
Newspapers, and a check was
cut the next week.

Little dog with a big heart

COAST CITIES — Author
Nancy Stanley will do a book
signing at the Encinitas Barnes
& Noble book fair on Dec. 1 and
Dec. 4 for her book “Pillow With
A Heartbeat” Stanley wrote the
story of a little dog finding his
big purpose. When teenager
Michelle Butler was battling
leukemia, her wish through
the Make-A-Wish Foundation
involved Stanley’s miniature
chocolate poodle, Truffles.
Stanley promised Butler she

would publish a book about
those experiences, which Butler
treasured until she died almost a
year ago.

Ethanol comes to town

CARLSBAD Pearson
Fuels began a statewide roll out
of new E85 stations with the
grand opening of North County’s
first ethanol alternative fuel sta-
tion by partriering with the San
Diego Regional Clean Fuels
Coalition on Oct. 7 at the Bressi
Ranch Shell, 2740 Gateway
Road. :

Pearson Fuels, which is cele-
brating its fifth anniversary of
being the world’s first alterna-
tive fuel station, has anmounced
the ribbon cutting and ground
breaking of eight new stations
throughout California.

Pet sitting pro

VISTA — Diana Cindrich-
David a Vista, owner of The
Pawsitive Pet, has earned the
distinction of being a Pet Sitters
Tnternational Accredited Pet
Sitter.

“Becoming a PSI Accredited
Pet Sitter will demonstrate to
local pet owners that I am dedi-
cated to being my professional
best and committed to the high-
est industry standards,”
Cindrich-David said.

For details, call (336) 983-
9222, visit www.petsit.com or e-
mail info@petsit.com.

Doggie treats :
DEL MAR — Three Dog

Bakery will open a new fran-
chise store in Del Mar. The Del
Mar store will be at 1555
Camino, Suite. 114 in Del Mar
Plaza, and is slated to open in
November.

Word on weight-loss
ENCINITAS — Nutri-Sport,
at 207 S El Camino Real, will
host a book signing from 3 0 5
pam. Oct. 11 for the new book
“How Much Fat Are You
Carrying? The Ultimate Fat Loss
Guide for People Who Are Sick
of Diets” Come and meet the
authors, Candace Booth and
Max Wettstein, and get a signed
copy of the book at a discount

" price.

God's Pedal Power

ENCINITAS Bill
Bargfrede, an Encinitas-based
partner with LTC Financial
Partners LLC insurance agency,
helped purchase and assemble
10 bikes that were then donated
to God’s Pedal Power Ministry
an all-volunteer, multi-denomi-
national parmership, headquar-
tered in Florida.

Time to read

OCEANSIDE — A free
monthly reading series hosted
by the Café des Artistes and the
Book Nook, Fallbrook Writers
Read, will begin at 5:30 p.m. Oct.
15, at 103 S. Main St,, featuring
Oceanside fiction author Dan
McClenaghan and Kate
Harding.

For more information, con-
tact Kit-Bacon Gressitt at (760)
522-1064 or kbgressitt@acl.com.

Gift of books

CARLSBAD — In honor of
its 60th anntversary, Point Loma
Credit Union donated 60 new
children’s books to the Carlsbad
City Library. On hand at the
presentation were, from left,

Mayor Bud Lewis, , Mayor Pro -

Tem Ann Kulchin, Library
Director Heather Pizzuto, PLCU
Business Development Manager
Rebecca Moore, PLCU Vice
President Retail Operations
Deborah Foley, PLCU Carlsbad
Branch Manager Simin Bruck
and Carlsbad City Council mem-
bers Julie Nygard, Mark Packard
and Matt Hall

Say you saw it in the
Rancho Santa Fe News!

SCHOOL BOARD

 CONTINUED FROM 1 )

with budget restraint.
Gafcon, Inc., the construc-
tion management company
hired by the board to work
with Trittipo, the architec-
rural design company, will
immediately begin  its
search for general contrac-
tors.

The board is looking to
receive at least three com-
petitive bids. )

Even though the lowest
bidder isn’t assured of the
contract, the board urged
Gafcon to negotiate the low-
est possible profit margins
from all contractors.

“Most contractors nego-
tiate between 2 to 3 percent
on projects like this,” Katy -
Wright, project manager for
Gafcon, said. .

Board member Ty Miller
quickly pointed out that the
difference between 2 and 3
percent was substantial on a
$37 million project.

Representatives from
Gafcon assured the board
that they would do their
best in negotiations, but
ultimately the decision will
be the board’s.

“We expect competitive
bids from contractors,”
Gafcon representative Tim
Ireland told members. “The
economic environment is
tough these days. The big
portion of work available is
government work. Even
large companies will now
take a look at this project.”

With the economy on
everyone’s minds these days,
board members asked if
labor and material costs
were expected to increase
during the next two years as

the school is being built.
Wright said that Galcon

expected materials to go up
anywhere from 8 to 10 per-
cent in the next 12 months,
but expected labor to
remain relatively stable.

The budget has contin-
gency plans for such cost
increases.

Other money-saving
measures were discussed,
such as the recycling of
materials during the demoli-
tion phase. Doors, roof tiles
and windows are materials
that may be recycled, but
there are considerations.
“We have to be careful-
because some materials may
be hazardous,” Ireland said.
“If lead paint has been
used, for instance, it isn’t
salvageable. Also, many tiles
may not be earthquake
proof.”

Early in the meeting,
Diana Burdick, a local resi-
dent and mother of three,
urged the school board to

_consider a formatted home-

work Web site.

“We need a reliable ‘go-
to site’ where teachers post
homework assignments. It
should be an easy-to-use
homework template.”

Burdick complained
that her children had 13 dif-
ferent teachers and all of
them had different Web
sites — some with password
protection — making it diffi-
cult for students and par-
ents to keep track of home-
work assignments.

The board felt that
Burdick’s recommendation
merited consideration and
Delaney will discuss the pro-
posal with the administra-
tion in the near future.

The next school board
meeting is scheduled for
Nov. 13:
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Suspects plead not gul ty in teen kidnapping Case o
By Randy Kalp Pierre. Tousant, 22, are also post them on Craigslist.org in the police after the foursome fell CALENDAR
OCEANSIDE — A fourth charged with the aforementioned order to solicit her for prostitu- asleep. Got an item for the calendar?
person accused of kidnapping an counts. The trio pleaded not don. : Despite the fraumatic nck- Send the details via e-mail to
El Cajon teen with the intent of guilty to the charges a day earlier. Due to the ongoing 1 vestiga- dent, Daly said the victim 1is calendar@coastnewsgroup.com.
selling her into prostitution plead- Bail has been setat $500,000 ©om, Daly said she was Limited to doing «remarkably well” \
ed not guilty Oct. 3 at an arraign-  forall Sour defendants. If conwict- what she could say about further “She certainly went through ‘
ment in a Vista Superior Court. ed, they each face up to life in specifics In the case. an ordeal that she’ll never want .
Dominique Willis, 19, is prison. ; Police said the victim got Jost to go through again,” the prosecu- EDUCATIONAL E CELLENCE
charged with a single count each The 14-year-old girl was while riding the trolley mn San tor said. gh;moceaﬁe ecilnim:fr ﬁ;ft
of kidnap for extortion, human taken to the Oceanside Inn on Diego. She was walking to @ All the defendantsare sched- agnuafrfg ceansigerz S}chellerelce fn

wrafficking, robbery, sexual bat- Sept. 30 and forced to disrobe, friend’s house in North Park uled to be back in court Oct14 | Education Awards Dinner &
- tery by restraint and pimping. Deputy District Attorney Brenda when the defendants offered her for a readiness conference. An | Auction” from 6 to 9 pm. Oct. 10,

Shawndrea Nicole Dorrough, 22; Daly said. Pictures were then a ride. The teen was able 0 Oct. 16 trail date has been set. San Luis Rey Officer Club at Camp
Patrick Jones, 20; and Dywane taken of her with the intent to escape and getto a phone to call Pendleton. The event will feature

awards for outstanding Oceanside
e ® ] Unified School District teachers
and school personnel from the 2007-

H rlen S au er 2008 school year, present grant win-
ners with checks for their programs,

and raise funds for 2008-2009 schol-

n to stand trial for molests

By Randy Kalp ‘ Attorney Marnie Stein outside The victim testified she had under the covers. After calling \ e . o
CARLSBAD — A 34-year the courtroom. been sexually molested on the police, she said her daugh- | 25?;% maﬁ;m‘?fsﬁ ough a
. G gt . . . i - WWW.

old man pleaded not guilty Oct. In addition, Stein said each TUMETOus occasions by Vasquez  ter told her about the molesta- | DcemnsideEducationAwards com of
2 to charges relating to the count carries the special allega- irom August 2007 o April 2008. tions$ she’d endured. call (760) 7221534 to jearn more.
molestation of his former girl- ton of substantial sexual con- Throughout her testimony, she The teen’s mother said she
friend’s daughter.d duct, g}v}ﬁch, if convicted of even faced away from the defendant. was surprised to hear 1z]a;fb(mt the .

Juan Hernandez Vasquez is & single count of, means manda- The victim’s mother testi- abuse her daughter s fered at
charged with six counts of a tory prison time for Vasquez. fied she found Vasquez, her the hands of Vasquez. She said it \ ?QE‘:;D %&?:gi?;%ﬁugfg
lewd and lascivious act with a Vasquez, who remains in boyfriend of four years, soull wasn’t uncormmon for Vasquez | Officers Association of America

child under the age of 14. The jailon $300,000 bail, faces up to  asleep with her daughter when andher daughter to be alone for | will meet from 11 am. to 3 po.
victim, whose name has been 18 years in prison if convicted she arrived home from work several hours after he returned \ Oct. 11, Camp Pendieton golf

withheld to protect her identity, o0 all the charges. He is sched- around 3 a1 April 8. home from work around 11 pm. course banquet r00m. The guest
was 12 during the eight-month uled to be back in court Nov. 20 She said the two were « trusted him,” she said. | speaker will be LCDR Fred
ordeal, said Deput District for trial asleep in her daughter’s bed li Mallgrave, USN. Ret. This meet 76
s puty - ; P will be dedicated to honoring the

. . U.S. Navy's 233-yeat anniversary.

. : s < R - ° | P All active duty, retired or former
roperty owner accl entally runs over napping gardner | & Hos
. G = : their guests are welcome. For
; . ) . , o reservations, call (760) 233-1316.

RANCHO SANTA FE — A According to @ California dener’s condition was available Four firefighters and two | ; T
. . MAGIC AND COMEDY Michael
6l-year id gardener, reportedly Highway Patrol spokesman, the from the .Ran.cho. Santa Fe paramedics ;esponded to the | DeSchalit will perform 2 Comedy
napping 1 the bushes, was accr gardener regularly napped on the Tire Protection District spokesper- scene along w th Rancho Santa Fe - Magic Show at 5 DI and a
dentally run Over by a Rancho property, and was off the road. son. Patrol, California Highway Patrol, | Comedy Hypnosis Show at 8 p.m.
Santa Fe property owner Sept. 26 However, his employer, driving @ Paramedics treated the vic- andSan Diego County Sheriff offt- | Oct. 11, Carlsbad Village Theatre,

at 12:31 pm.,in the 15000 block of  pick-up truck, was unable to see <m at the scene and he was then cers. Linea del Cielo was tem- 2822 State St Tickets for the
] Camino Real, according to the the man andranover him. The vic- wansported via Mercy Air to poratily closed in both directions “.’aglcgéh‘;w are $10 genfﬁal admlsé
Rancho Santa Fe Fire Protection tim reportedly suffered injuries t0 Scripps Memorial Hospital La t© allow Mercy Air t0 1and. The scg)ff(’ken ‘f;dsein;grsgnﬁ $1t§rge§2rl
District and San Diego Medical  his torso, but at press time, no Jolla with chest and abdominal California Highway Pawolisinves- | al admission, $12 tor seniors, mili
Services Enterprise personnel. additional information on the gar- njuries. - tigating the incident. | tary and children under 12 for the

| hypnosis show. Call (760) 720-2461

‘ or - visit www.carisbadviﬂagethe

ODD FiLES because of their -loud mating condition: They must all cele- that each adult relative would. -| 2T&-Com for details. .~
CONTINUED FROM B T duets. B brate Schwartz’s birthday every receive up to $2,500 per party MEMORY LANE The Encinita
L. i August for at least 10 years at a attended, and a final Party Trust Historical S_Oﬂeo? dwé“ ‘,ﬁoit a;“f
woman in distress were actually Family Values posh party in Naples, Fla., with accounting is now in the hands "1%1:’3% ‘a‘a:‘km o oon gccf“ oy ppe
the mating cries of a badger. __Wealthy advertising exec- a1l expenses paid, and people of a judge. Schoqlﬁoulse, F and Gh St E

And officials at the Bristol Z00 utive Robert Schwartz died in missing two straight, or two 1 __ David Norris never knew \ Jetails, call (760) 753-5726-
in England promised glelghbcrs 1997 and left a sizable estate, five years, would forfeit their his father, who left home when
they would temporarily house including a special «Party Trust” inheritances. The Naples Daily Norris was 5 months old. Now?22, | &2

gibbons inside during the pight

for his relatives, but with one News reported in September Norris is serving aqn;umum-12- AIﬁMNI LUNCHEON |
year sentence for killing 2 man Schreibman, Professor Emeritus
after an earlier rape conviction | Biology at ‘Brooklyn College, ¥
and is housed in Peterhead | discass his work and theories at’
prison, which is the primary Brooklyn College Alumni Lunch
fockup for Scotland’s s€x crimi- | 2t noon Oct. 12, Lomas Santa
nals. Soon after arrival, accord- Country Club. All Brooklyn Coll

. . . 1. i alummi are invited. For details
mg to a Scottish Dgﬂy Re(:ox'd | to make reservations, con

report, Norris ran into David | Elaine Fisenberg at (858) 6234
Galles, 39, serving life for the

TURNTO MORE ODD EILES on 2D

3

[
\ rur 1o CALENDAR C

~ MEDIATED AssISTED DIVORCE entiCATION
TIMELY RESOLUTION ¢ COST EFFECTIVE | prvate i

Over 20 years experience in education. BA, BEd.
special Education Specialist, ‘Honors Education Spe

L. DIVORCE FUNDAMENTALS . SUPPORT WORKSHOP

WORKSHOP ~ llrlogici/edallfi piafx ot the financial needs of the children . Preschool .
nitiaing the aciion. Requirements of financial disdosures d cach spouse : pre-literacy and numeracy skills.
and document prepatation V PREPA F, TION OF FINAL Prepare for academic challenges.
- REEMENT AND FINAL Home Schooling
H' PROPERTY DIVISION AG ‘ Assist in carrying out educational plan.
WORKSEIOP ) ‘ iy g ]UDGMENT pProviding instructional strategies and sugport.
sisane ith Keniying and cqialy did ‘ : supplement students education in various subject are:
s and bt SCHEDULE: Workshops to ‘ Help with individual curriculum.
“commence October 2008 instructional adaptation.
1I1. CUSTODY WORKSHOP COST: $975 per couple for five workshops i .
Assistance with developing 2 hild focused patenting plan ’ Cﬂnsu‘tlﬁ Services
IEP's
student Study Team Process (SST)
. : . Section 504
Craig Grether, PhD./Mediator . ADHD, PDD, ED, ODD, OHl,
Auditory Processing Disorder

Call today!

Dcboa Caligiuri, Auomey/Medi . / .
Debre Gl oMz ~60-477-8580 - Hood Disorcer

£

maureen.dempsey@gmail.com
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The Rancho Santa Fe Association is considering {uel reduction measure

plants and dead brush in San Dieguito Canyons, including the Arroyo property.

Association minimizes fire

By Laura Petersen

Firefighters do their best,
but it’s homeowners who
have the greatest power to
protect their property from
wildfire.

The most effective tool to
protect a2 home from wild-
fire, especially those border-
ing the San Dieguito
Canyon and its smaller

drainages, is to create 100
feet of defensible space
around it, said Fire Marshall
Cliff Hunter.

Potential fuel sources, pri-
marily landscaping and veg-
etation, must be strategical-
ly thinned and positioned
to create a buffer between
naturally growing brush and
the home.

“It does not mean bare
dirt,” said Ivan Holler, plaa-
ning director of the Rancho
Santa Fe Association. “It’s
you creating defensible
space.”

The cost to homeowners
around the canyon could
range between $4,500 and
$5,000 per acre, according
to a report pr{:sented the as-

LY LUPTON

s to decrease the fire hazard posed by non-native

danger

sociarion board of directors
Oct. 2.

The estimate was based
on a brief telephone survey
of contractors, said Michael
Huff, a fire protection plan-
ner with Dudek, the envi-
ronmental engineering firm

that prepared the “San
SEE FIRE, PAGE A6
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anted:
more women
candidates

By Loura Petersen

Women make up balf the
population, but not half the
elected officials serving on
city councils, school boards,
the state legislature or Con-
gress.

Run Women Run 1s a new
California Political Action
Committee hoping to
change that imbalance in
San Diego County. The ad-
visory board contains mem-
bers from Del Marx, Carmel
Valley and other local areas.

“The primary focus is to
identify, endorse and finan-
cially support qualified, pro-
choice women running for
office in San Diego,” said
founder Barbara Bry, a La
Jolla resident. “And to have
them win.”

Women, and men, are in-
vited to the committee’s in-
augural meeting Oct. 19.
Congresswomai Susan
Davis will moderate a “Pro-
gressive San Diego Women
Candidates Forum,” featur-
ing several female city coun-
cil and school board candi-
dates from around the coun-
ty, including Sherri Lighten-
er and Marti Emerald, who
are running for San Diego
City Council this Novem-
ber.

The discussion will not
simply be about the candi-
date’s positions, but the is-
sues and challenges facing

women running for office.

The meeting will also be
af opportunity to get in-
volved with the organization,
which is looking for a broad
range of individuals willing to
take action.

When working on Hillary
Clintorls campaign, Bry said
she met numerous people
who never participated in
politics before.

“What [ wanted to do is
create an organization that
would keep everyone involved
after this election,” Bry said.

Given Bry’s history of suc-
cess with starting companies
and nonprofits, including
Proflowers.com, Voice of San
Diego and Athena, Run
Women Run has serious po-
tential to change the face of
San Diego politics.

“It’s all about building the
best team,” Bry said, who
pulled rogether an impressive
group of women to jumpstart
this organization. The 37-
member advisory board in-
cludes female chief executive
officers, financial officers, po-
litical leaders and consultants,
attorneys and volunteers.

“We're at a unique tme in
history to really tap into the
strength women have to offer
the political process,” said ad-
visory board member Julie
Bronstein, former president
of the Los Angeles chapter of

SEE WOMEN, PAGE A5
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Area private
school enjoys
small dlasses

One hundred and bfty
four scudents attend the
school. About 50 percent
are from the immediate
arca of Carmel Valley and
Del Mar but they also have
families from Escondido,
Poway, Scripps Ranch and
Carlsbad.

Fach class has two teach-
ers, except for kindergarten,
which has three teachers for
its 22 children. Having two
teachers allows classes to
break into small groups for
instruction and discussion.
“{n a group of 20 children,
you can hide— you don’t
have to be actively en-
gaged,” Panton said.

In a group of seven or
fess, students have to be in-
volved, Panton said.

Last week, students sat in
the small rooms off each
main classroom having dis-
cussions about everything
from what syllables are to
what novels they next

wanted to read in fifth

grade.

Building on success

“They are engaged in the
process,” said McCord.
“They love coming to
school. Ir's a good positive
place where they’re not
bored or stressed oug, just
successful.”

Panton prides herself on
the fact that her students are
reading a lot, developing
good study habits and writ-
ing a lot, going beyond the
“five paragraph essay.”

Students start leatning
Spanish in kindergarten and
regularly have art and music
classes.

“We believed in art and
music right away,” said Pan-
ton. “We never looked as
those as enrichment courses,
they were always integral
parts of the curriculum.”

Panton said 4l the chil-
dren who have come
through the school for the
last 30 years have left their
footprints and have helped
make the school what it is
today:.

“The footprints build and
it just gets better and better
and better,” Panton said.

FIRE, FROM PAGE Al

Report calls for
clearing brush
in canyons

Dieguito Canyon Wildfire
Hazard Reduction Project”
report.

The report analyzed how
1o best reduce likely fuel
sources in and around the
26-mile long canyon, which
is bordered by Ranche Santa
Fe and Fairbanks Ranch.
Such a study was recom-
mended after the October
2007 wildfires destroyed
homes within the Covenant.

Holier cautioned actual
costs could be higher or
lower. Fither way, fuel mod-
ificarion within the 100-foot
zone would be borne by
homeowners, even if it -
cludes vegetation on public
land beyond a homeowner's
property line.

The association cannot re-
quire homeowners to modi-
ty their landscaping. How-
ever, the fire district can un-
der current fire codes and
state law.

Hunter said he rarely
comes across a homeowner
who refuses to comply and
prefers a voluntary ap-
proach.

“I think education is more
positive and you get better
results,” Hunter said.

The fire hazard reduction
report also analyzed fuel
modification in the 26-mile
long San Dieguito Canyon.

Removing flammable
non-native and dead plants
and restoring riparian habi-
tat along the canyon’s bot-
tom would cost between
$370,000 and $1.3 million.
Final costs would depend on
the pumber of trees removed
and replaced, Huff said.

‘There are some environ-
mental hurdles ro clearing
vegeration in these areas,
which are home to the fed-
erally threatened gnatcarch-
er, but Huft said they were
not insurmountable.

Whether the association
will move forward with the
project is still to be deter-
mined.

The association board was
supportive of taking proac-
tive steps to keep the com-
munity safe, but some mem-
bers wondered if money

EMILY LUPTOR

Burned areas are still visible from lust year's fires.

would be better spent focus-
ing on other prevention
measures.

Hunter said the canyon
habitat restoration would be
beneficial, but that the high-
er priority was the 100-foot
butfer for homes bordering
the canyon and its smaller
drainages.

Huff suggested applying
for grants, perhaps through

the recently founded Ran-
cho Santa Fe and Fairbanks
Ranch Fire Safe Council or
Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency.

The board did not take
any position on the project,
and directed staft to review
the report’s recommenda-
tions and develop an imple-
mentation plan with the fire
district.

European contemporary home hoasting
open space and beautiful ocean, canyon & golf course views! 4BR/4.5BA,
Brazilian cherry wood flooring, exquisite entry-level master retreat,
unique architectural & design elements throughout.

VRM $

Vv

800,000 & $4,4

876*

Situated on over 1/2 acre, this remodeled contemporary home
boasts beautiful whitewater, ocean & racetrack views! 3BR + ofc/game
* room, travertine flooring, custom cabinetry, extensive custom lighting,
and expansive view deck & patio.
VRM $1,699,000 & $1,849,876*

4 ‘ backdrop of hi

' ie

WE InviTE You To VisiT THESE PROPERTIES! virtual tours: .gellens.co

O
MAXINE & MARTI

Gellens

Breathtaking 4BR/3.5BA oceanfront residence with pectaular ocean
views, superior craftsmanship & exquisite custom detailing throughout.
Private gated entry, expansive oceanfront patio, dramatic wood &

glass balcony, lush tropical landscaping, pool & spa.
VRM $10,750,000 and $12,750,876*

spa & lushly landscaped grounds.

Offered at $3,750,000

(858) 551-6630
#4 Team in the Nation!
#1 in san Diego County!

maxine@gellens.com
www.gellens.com

Elegantly appointed estate with spectacular golf course & mountain
views, unique curvilinear architecture, 4 bedroom suites + double
office & den, stunning 2-story living room, expansive patio with pool,
*VRM (Value Range Marketing):

Seller will entertain offers within the listed range.

® piinl
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OPINION

* an Diego County resi-
i, dents will vote this No-
..+ vember on a proposed
parcel tax to fund continu-
ing efforts to protect our

area from the

OUR devastatin.g ef-
perinedyly fects of wild-
VIEW fires. If ap-
proved by

rwo-thirds of voters, Proposi-
tion A would raise an esti-
mated $50 million with halt
going to local fire depart-
ments and fire protection
districts and the other half
toward purchasing new fire-
fighting equipment such as
fire engines and aircraft.

Yes on Proposition A

We can understand voter
pessimism over the ability of
various agencies to work in
concert, as their track record
has been less than perfect.
But strides are being made.

For instance, fire districts
have moved forward with a
voluntary plan to consolidate
and county officials are
working with the state to lift
bans on night flying in situa-
tions where aerial drops are
needed. Proposition A prop-
erly adds more assurances to
ease resident concerns.

A joint-powers agreement
under the proposition would
create a 10-member board to

oversee exactly where all that
money goes and citizen over-
sight committees will add o
that supervision.

Opponents of the proposi-
tion say fire protection prob-
lems should be addressed n
East County where the ma-
jority of our fires start. But
the harsh reality is we live in
a dangerous fire area that
reaches beyond that area.
That point was driven home
in last year’s wildfires where
evacuations occurred less
than a mile from the ocean.

We acknowledge those
evacuations were rare and in
some cases probably unnec-

essary. As the area continues
under an unprecedented
drought, its unwise to as-
sume that we will return to
normal conditions anytime
soon or to assume that con-
dirions will ever achieve nor-
mality in a desert region
where condidons grow ever
more uncertain due to cli-
mate change.

The property owner ex-
pense associated with this
proposition must also be bal-
anced with the enormous fi-
nancial impact that large-
scale fires have on our coun-
ty. Upwards of 1,700 homes
were lost during the 2007

fires, about 500 of which
were underinsured.

With our prevailing eco-
nomic conditions, those in-
surance issues will undoubt-
edly increase, as will hesitan-
¢y to reach into our pocket
books for more taxes.

But it’s in the best interest
of all of us to ensure that
natural disasters don't exacer-
bate our manmade financial
ones and $52 a year (some
larger parcel'wﬂl be charged
more) seems a reasonable
amount in the quest to make
our region fire safe.

‘We recommend a ves vote
on Propositon A.

LETTERS

Yeson H
This November, Del Mar

residents will vote on Propo-
sition H — a measure that
authorizes the City to raise
the hotel room tax rate
(TOT) up to 13 percent.
Vote “Yes” on Proposition
H. Here's why

Del May, a city of just
over 4,500 residents, annu-
ally receives more than two
million visitors to its fine at-
tractions. These visitors reg-
ularly use and require city
services, including fire and
emergency medical, traffic
and law enforcement, and
lifeguards to name a few. All
of these services are provided
by the city from its general
fund revenues.

How can Del Mar’s 4,500
residents and 1,800 property
owners support the cost of
these services to more than
two million visitors? It is be-
cause the city relies on sever-
al sources of revenue to sup-
port its general fund pro-
grams.

The largest single revenue
category is city property tax-
es — paid mainly by resi-
dents. Property taxes con-
tribute nearly one-third of
all general fund revenues.

The TOT is the next
largest revenue category —
paid mainly by visitors. The
TOT contributes just over
16 percent of all general
fund revenue. TOT and
sales tax revenues combined
about equal the property tax
revenues.

Until recently, TOT alone

contributed more than 20

percent of general fund rev-
enue. But TOT revenues
have not kept pace with the
rising cost of general fund
services. It’s time to adjust
the TOT rates.

Because visitors, not resi-
dents, pay the TOT voter
approval ot a TOT rate in-
crease normally would be a
“no brainer.” But in this
election strident opposition
to Proposition H has arisen
in the form of a ballot argu-
ment signed by a small
group of former council
members. Why would this
group oppose increasing the
TOT rate?

Their ballot argument ac-
cuses the City Council of
“sleight of hand” and of not
telling the “whole story™ 10
the public. These charges
stemmed from a City Coun-
cil action last August that
loosely related the TOT rate
to a possible special assess-
ment on hotel rooms, part
of a tourism marketing dis-
trict or TMD suggested by
hotel owners last June.

The council wanted
everyone to be aware of the
hotel owners’ suggested
TMD even though the own-
ers haven’t decided whether
to go forward with it. The
council’s action clearly was
premature. But the oppo-
nents were angered by the
council’s action and they
hastened to file their ballot
argument in opposition.

The council members as-
serted the opponents were
confused by the TMD pro-
posal and misinterpreted the
Council’s intentions. Such
things do happen. To show
their good faith, the council
took the unusual step of re-

scinding the action they had
not yet finally approved.
The opponents have
claimed a victory in letters
to editors and have with-
drawn their opposition to
Proposition H. Unfortunate-
ly; their opposition argu-
ment still appears in the vot-
er information materials.
Dont be confused by the
argument opposing Proposi-
tion H. Vote “Yes” to ensure
that visitors will continue
paying a fair share of the
cost of essential city services.
WAYNE DERNITZ

DEL MAR

Support for Rotary

The Rotary Club of Del
Mar was founded in 1954,
and is one of over 2,000
clubs in the world. Our club
has over 90 active members,
and we boast an eclectic
smorgasbord of professions;
from hazelnut farming to
nanotechnology.

We are open to member-
ship to anyone with a pas-
sion for service and who can
meet the criteria for being a
great Rotarian-having the
time, talent, and treasure to
support the greatest service
organization in the world.

Our projects range from
the final push to eradicate
Polio from the world to
helping to organize beach
clean-ups in Del Mar. We
support open-heart surgeries
for kids in China -and spend
Saturdays with kids in or-
phanages in Tijuana. We
have Interact clubs for stu-
dents at Torrey Pines and
Cathedral Catholic High
Schools, teaching them lead-
ership, ethics, community

service and world peace and
understanding.

QOur local Rotarians share
their talents both interna-
tionally and locally. We have
dentists and doctors that vis-
it Baja and perform miracles
for children-and often the
same folk work nights and
weekends at St. Leo's Com-
munity Health Care Clinic
in Solana Beach. The board-
walk from the fairgrounds to
the polo fields at San Die-
guito River Park is being
built by Rotarians and if you
have ever admired the suile
ing village clock at 15¢h
Street in Del Mar, that’s us
too.

Simply put if you are the
type of person that enjoys
networking and being in-
volved in your community
along with many talented in-
dividuals, then this is the
club to join. We are always
looking for motivated indi-
viduals who are willing to
share a little bit of their time
and talent to better serve our
community and those within
it. If you're interested then
please join us any Thursday
at noon at St. Peter’'s Church
Hall, 14th Street, Del Mar.

I would be honored to
have you as my guest.

ROB MULLALLY
PRESIDENT, ROTARY CLUB OF
DEL MAR

Opposition to Prop 2

I wish that people would
read the small print. Proposi-
ton 2 is not just about egg-
laying hens. It is also about
veal calves and breeding pigs.
These are warm-blooded
mammals that are confined
to tiny cages barely larger

than their bodies for their
entire lives. They are forced
to He in their own excrement
and filth...how can this be
good or healthy for us? This
proposition will stop cruel
and inhumane treatment of
animals, ending the practice
of cramming farm animals
into cages so small, they can’t
even turn around, lie down
or extend their limbs.

You don't have to be a veg-
etarian to realize that these
animals deserve to be treated
with compassion even
though they are being raised
tor our consumption. We
would not treat our pets this
way. We have dominion over
all animals — it’s the right
thing to do.

PATTY
SCHOBELOCK
WEST COAST ESCRCOW, DEL
MAR

Global warming

and animals

Global warming is affect-
ing our planet in many
ways. It affects us economi-
cally and cnvironmentally.
Seeing it happen before our
eyes should allow us to have
a greater desire to take ac-
tion, but some people dont
realize that it is actually hap-
pening quite yet, thinking
it’s a phase or theories. Un-
fortunately it is all wrue.

Maybe the hardest hit is
the life around us that we
tend to forget as we go on
with our daily schedule. Sa-
entists have agreed that our
endangered species list is
growing rapidly. Extinction
is forever; the life on this
planet is irreplaceable. As we
count the number of species
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that could soon be lost, we
remember that we have

“caused most of the problems

— deforestation, illegal
hunting, over-fishing and
global warming.

Global warming affects
mostly the north, where 5
percent of the northern ice
is melting each year. But if
we watch closely we see it
affecting animals in our state
too. For examnple, the brown
pelican that flies along our
coast. The list has a sadden-
ing length. Each animal is
an important part of the
ecosysterm. Our leaders and
we should work together to
lower greenhouse gases pro-
tect our irreplaceable
wildlife.

ALYSSA
HERPERGEER

DEL MAR
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Students hit the polls in
F Middle School
ry elections

By Matt Liebowitz

Rancho Santa Fe Mid-
dle School was abuzz with
political activity on Oct. 8
when the school held stu-
dent body government pri-
mary elections.

For the first time in the
school’s student govern-
ment history, this year’s
election employed a two-

party system, patterned
after - the U.S. govemn-
ment’s.

At the end of Septem-
ber, when candidates from
fifth through eight grade
began campaigning for the
positions of President,
Vice-President, Secretary,
Treasurer and Philanthropy
Commissioner, the 390
middle school students registered for one of two parties: Exceptional

haracter” and “Caring Community.” In addition, students were given

Hunter Barrera at a voling booth.

the chance to vote for a governor at each grade level
The winners of the primary (see below) will advance to the general
election, held Oct. 15 (day after presstime for this newspaper. Look for

final results on ww

in next week’s Review).
in the past, elections were held in each homercom, and there were
1o separate partes.

wv.sdrancheoastnews.com the evening of Gct. 15 and

See ELECTION, page 37

ure

By Maist Liebowitz

Demolition has begun on the
RSF Village Community Presby-
terian Church, with construction
on two new buildings set to begin
in early December.

A new 24,000 square-foot
building will house the sanctuary
as well as offices and a meeting
room, and a new Christian educa-
tion building with 11 classtooms
wiil occupy 8,000-square-feet on
a new plot of land on the property
near the existing Fellowship Cen-
ter. v

The new sanctuary will be
built on the site of the already
demolished administration build-

erway

, construction

ing, and what remains after the
demolition of half the old sanctu-
ary will become a new chapel with
capacity of 120 people.

Working with Domini +
Associates Architects and ROEL
Construction Company, the reno-
vations, with a budget in excess of
$15 million, have been in the
works for more than five years.
The designs received a provision-
al approval from the county of San
Diego a year-and-a-half ago, and a
Major Use Permit (MUP) was
awarded Sept. 19, allowing for
demolition to begin.

See CHURCH, page 37

gan.

BILBRAY RECEPTION — Congressman David Dreier {left) came to San Diego o suppori
Congressman Brian Bilbray {right} as they visited Saphire Energy's Clean Energy Algae Biofu-
el Facilily, and then met with friends for a reception in Fairbanks Ranch at the home of Gene and
Patti Hanken {center). See inside for more photos of this event and another with Michael Rea-

= 5 it SR = KT
RSF Witch fire — One Year Ago
Hard io believe, but it will be one year ago Oct. 22 that a
wildfire birthed in the scrubby chaparral northeast of
Ramona whipped westward from the mountains and, fanned
by speeding Santa Ana winds and parched fall air, surged

into Rancho Santa Fe, leaving behind dozens of smoidering
properties and hundreds of acres of blackened open spacse,

e

and causing residents to evacuate. Top pholo/SFiD

Armed robbers reportedly tie up two, steal more than $100,000
worth of cash and jewelry in home burglary near racetrack

By Matt Liebowity

On Oct. 14, at approximately
10:45 am., three masked men
reportedly broke into a home near
the Del Mar racetrack (on David
Way) and stole more than
$100,000 worth of cash and jewel-
Iy

Elan Alin said he was sleep-

ing in an upstairs bedroom wiien
the men entered through an open
side door. He said the housekeep-
er, Martha (her last name was not
disclosed), was vacuuming
upstairs, and did not hear anybody
enter the home.

Elan is the son of Steve Akin,

the owaner of D.Z. Akin’s, a restau-
rant located at 6930 Alvarado
Road,

Martha, who had been the
Akin’s housekeeper for only two
weeks, was allegedly hit in the
head with a “metal object,”

See BURGLARY, page 29
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Record Web site
now online

The Rancho Santa Fe
Record launched its new
Web site on Thursday, Oct.
16.

The new site, which hasa
Web address of
www.rsfrecord.com, boasts
video and photo galleries, ful-
ly searchable online classi-
feds, and lots of breaking
news.

Rancho Santa Fe Record
Publisher Phyllis Pleiffer said
her intention in creating the
site is to have a news source
that offers daily updates and
plenty of interactive options
for Rancho Santa Fe.

“We are making this a us-
able and interactive site that
Rancho Santa Fe residents
will find value in visiting. I¢
will be a big plus for our
readers. Tt will give us a dy-
namic venue to share news,
photos and video with the
community, and it will offer
first-rate opportunities for
our advertsers to reach an ex-
panded market,” said Pfeiffer.

Make it your destination
for Rancho Santa Fe events
and community information,
she added.

The site also features com-
ments at the end of stories
with “red phone” and “green
phonc” options that allow
readers to blog to the editori-
al staff.

The red phone is for local

news issues and the green

WWW.RSFRECORD.COM

VOLUME Xii,
ISSUE 42

What's online?

o Classitieds: Fully search-
able online dossifieds using
Kuango.com with the option
to place your own dlassifieds
online.

o Post your comments:
Post comments about the sto-
ries onfine. After reading o

SEE ONLINE, PAGE A7

|
|
|

phone is fordocal sports.
These online “phone” op-
tions allow readers to have a
chance to post comuments on-
line and get answers to what's
on their minds.

Also, the Rancho Santa Fe
Record is now using
Legacy.com scarchable obitu-
aries, with an opton © leave
loved one’s “guest book” en-
tries.

The Rancho Santa Fe
Record hired Amy Lynne
Bowes to oversee the design
in a newly created online
content manager position.

“Pm excited to bring Ran-
cho Santa Fe residents a com-
plete Web site with up-to-
date daily news,” Bowes said.

- “Also, the comments section
after the stories creates a great
place for community dia-
logue.”

She added that the site in-
dudes great ways to submit
news items and is fully inter-
active.

Fire storm: one year later

LAURA PETE

Ranche Santa Fe homes destroyed by the Witch Creek fire in 2007 are heginning to be rebuilt a year later.

Burned into memon:

Strides made
one year after

Witch Creek

By Laura Petersen

The 2007 Witch Creek

fire was a frightening wake-

up call for Rancho Santa Fe,
Solana Beach and Del Mar.
“I think most of us felt

that we would never experi-
ence fire in our neighbor-
hood,” said Bill Beckman,
who serves on the Rancho
Santa Fe Association board.
“We were made very, very
aware that’s not true at all.”

In the year since the fire,
with fires lighting up in the
North and East Counties
carlier this week, one thing
is clear: Residents are get-
ting the message that Ran-
cho Santa Fe is one of the
top three areas in San Diego
County most likely to burn,
as stated in a recent report.

And if the Randh’s oil-
rich eucalyptus forest lights
up, Solana Beach and Del
Mar are vulnerable to flying
embers and fire coming
through the San Elijo La-
goon and San Dieguito Riv-
er Valley.

SEE FIRE, PAGE A6

Vital emergency
forms for seniors

Story on page A3

Student assists
hurricane victims

Story on page A12
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“Defensible

space called
key

Al three communities are
taking the threat seriously;
evidenced by the formarion
of fire safe councils, record
enroliment for Community
Emergency Response Team
(CERT) training, and the
adoption of ordinances re-
quiring safer roofing.

Clearing the way

Homieowners are now vol-
unteering to clear brush and
maintain 100 feet of defensi-
ble space around their homies

- — the most effective way to
protect structures from large
fires. = .

“People are more much re-

ceptive to things they can

do,” said David O, fire
chief for Solana Beach and
Del Mar. “In years past, it
was a harder sell to get peo-
ple to do fairly small things
to make their property and
structures safer from fire.”

Rancho Santa Fe and Fair-
banks Ranch plan o pursue
grant tunding to clear dead
brush and restore San Die-
guito Canyon, where the
Witch Creek fire spread into
those two communities.

Even though this area
burned last yeas, it is still a
fire hazard.

“Although we've had quite
a bit of area burn, we have a
lot of native grass in those
areas,” said Nick Pavone,
chief of the Rancho Santz Fe
Fire Protection District.
“While it does not burn as
intensely as vegetation that
hasn’t burned in 30 years, ic

- can still move a fire very,

very quickly through the

area.

last a few days.

Be Prepared to Evacuat
L. Register cell phones with- AlertSanDicgo emergency
notification system at Read
2. Gather important documents in one place.
3. Pack irreplaceable items, clothes and medications ro

yoanDeigo.org.

4. If ordered 1o evacuate, dont wait; leave carly.

Coming back

Of the 18 homes de-
stroyed in the Covenant, a
few have received building
permits and bulldozers are
already at work. Nine more

are in the permitting process,

according the association’s
building department,

Many of the homes that
burned along Zumaque and
in other parts of the Rancho
Santa Fe Fire District had
single paned windows,
which could not withstand
heat from vegetation burn-
ing nearby, Pavone said.

The new homes must

abide by newer and stricter
fire and building codes, such
as installing double-paned
windows, covering vents,
boxing eaves, and planting
fire-resistant landscaping.

“We know the homes
were building now are a lit-
tle more fire-safe, a lirtle
more defensible,” Pavone
said. S

These actions are good
things for all homeowners to

"do, not just those adjacent to

a lagoon or canyon because
60-mile-per-hour winds can
send embers flying a mile
ahead of the fire line, Pavone

said.
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Art Exhibition
Horse Tack For Sale
Food and Drinks
Kids Tables

Holiday Gifts

COASTAL? CALL KYLE!

www. kylebeiding.com

Fundraiser To Help Horses Like Willy

Play Croquet for Dinner for Two )
Raffles for: Gas Cards, Gift Certificates &
Estate Planning with Attorney

Hors d’oeuvres from Crépes and Corks

December 7th, Sunday {pm-5pm, Del Mar Train Station

eginaraﬁv
- The Swdio of Arr and Design

742 Genevieve Sulie H

858.755.6202

wew.studioofArondDesion.corm

New Location

Soloric Beoch

858.

5921 VALENCiA CIRCLE - RANCHO SANTA Fr, Ca

LAURA PETERSEN

Story poles rise from the ashes.

Urgency increases

As Santa And’s whipped up
flames ar Camp Pendleron,
Campo and near Carmel
Valley this week, and dry
conditions were expected in-
to next week, residents across

San Diego County were re-
minded why it’s critical not

to fall back into complacen-
¢y “Hopefully, it doest’t hap-
pen,” Ottsaid of another )
massive fire. “Preparedness

makes all the difference.”

Courtesy, CHARM, CHARACTER, CALM,
"CUISINE.. .the five Cs of a Relais & Chateaux

property. You'll find them all and more
at the restaurant at Rancho Valencia
Resort. Serving California cuisine with
a continental twist, crafted with the freshest’
local ingredients, and an award—winning
wine list. Breakfast, lunch and dinner daily;
Sunday brunch. Call {858) 759-6216

for reservations.

GoLp List 2007
Condé Nast Traveler

VALENCIA

RESORT AND SPA

) . ; . REAB&
7356.T123 + WWW.RANCHOVALENCIA.COM CHATEAUX.
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i'reﬁg‘ iters prevent fire ¥ rkér-dies: - ROF - Association establishes
from spreading to homes  after accidental - 2008-2009 assessment rate

8 ™
- On Oct. 14, firefighters from Rancho Santa Fe; San Diego, CalFire, faH ln RSF ) - By Ar[g:t II‘{“”«I’ 0}’;’ sz Fe Association board finalized and od th
Miramar, and Poway responded to a vegetation fire in the 16000 block ARG c B assessmenfar;}t%?or\agtgs;foogsaﬁciltzﬁoogt lgll;neeting.e and.approved the
of Camino del Norte, Upon arrival they fotnd a hill covered with light killed O traffzfé?mflglgan was ' ApproVed at 14 cents $100 of assessed valuation per the San
to-medium brush with flames and smoke visible. P : th ¢3O fc - bl T janng more Diego County Assessor’s ro) » 11 cents of the 14 cents will be applied to
and firefighters, with the help ~ 114R 30 feet while putting up sky- General Setvices and 3 cents will go towards Open Space.
oo sy Wi Lights at a barn in Rancho Santa The rate was originally presented by Chief FHinancial Officer Steve
lgf; faﬁord\rgl%h to RSFPatrol ' Comstock at the Finance Connnittee’sﬂgunz%g Sme{)eOuélgﬁs with the RSF Asso-
ief Matt We ouser: .. approved the: 2009
Frank Riggio, 52, of Trabtico: ition n Diego €

ncern, butn s were damaged or destroyed.
Crews remained on scene until late afternioon to ensure there were no

flare ups. The cause of the fire is under investigation. No injuries were ~ C20yon, was working inside a

reported ; barn at Buena Vista Farms on El

The mission of the Rancho Santa Fe Fire Protection District i “To’ af‘gtfc’“‘,‘;’;geo when T ol et

protect life, property, and environment through prevention, prepared- th 229 pm, alle OHSCR sl q
ness, education and emergency response.” Formed in 1946, the Fire Dis- atzgn;?ii ney call was receive

miles and protects over 26,500 Riggio was transported by

helicopter to a hospital in La Jolly

where he died soon after arriving. accuracy of the audit

financial statements by
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By Joe Tash

One year ago this week, Wmd driven ﬂames eneircled Gene
Magre’s horse barn as he‘and his fnends worked to save the structure and
his animals;

It was just after midnight,-and the flames raced through a creek bed
behind the propetty on Zumaque Street, and up a h111 where his house
stood.

“I'm here watering the horses and saving the barn and watchmg the
house buirn. to-the ground,” Magre said this week; as he surveyed the
empty piece of land where the home once stood.

Magre and his partner, Annie Fonte, will soon start rebuﬂdmg the

- home. The plans include landscaping on the adjacent slope to protect the
property. in the event of another destructive wildfire like the one that
struck in October 2007, when hundreds of homes were destroyed in San
Diego County, including 23 within the covenant, and half a dozen on
Zumaque-alone.

But Magre isn’t stopping at his own home —be is shlftmg the focus
of his-contracting and home restoration business, Historic Ranch, Inc., to .
assist Rancho Santa Fe residents in creating a defensible space around
their homes.

He has recruited two experienced wﬂdland tirefight
Leon and Miguel Garcia, to work with him on his new venture. Through
his new business, Magre said, he will help homeowners come up with a
landscaping plan to protect their homes. '

Workers will clear the properfy of hazardous trees, weeds and
brush, before re-planting with drought-tolerant and fireresistant plants, -
Magre said. They will also install irrigation systems.

“1 think there’s a thirst for more knowledge and education about
what they can do” to prevent their homes from damage or destruction in
a wildfire, Magre said. “I think it’s going to be extremely important for
every homeowner to consider.”

The cost of ‘creating a defensible: space around a home will vary
based on-such factors as the existing vegetation and fopography of the
property, Magre said. Homeowners can request a free esnmate by call-
ing his office at (858) 756-5714. 2

Magre also lost a second home; near Lake Hodges: in Escondido,
during the wildfires. His own experiences during last year’s fire prompt-
ed him to launch the fire-prevention division of his contracting business.

“I want to reduce the possibility of this ever happenmg again to res-
idents:inside the Covenant,” he said. -

Cliff Hunter, fire marshal for the Rancho Santa Fe Fire Protectlon
District, said a service such as Magre’s “would be very helpful,” if
homeowners follow through and take recommended actions to protect
their homes from wildfires.

The fire protection district requires a 100- foot “defensible space”
around homes; with fire-resistant plants within 50 feet of the home, and.
at Jeast half of brush and dead limbs cleared from: the next 50 feet.

Homeowners should focus on four areas to' provide maximum pro-

“tection, according to Hunter. . First, if they have a wood-shingle roof, it

- _should be replaced wi ~resistant material. Those with tile roofs

- should seal up any op where embers-could land under the tile.

Second, they should look at the trees around their home. Less-flam-
mable frees; such as sycamores or'oaks, should be trimmed at least 10
feet from the home. Eucalyptus trees should be properly trimmed, so
branches are at Jeast six to 10 feet from the ground, and any leaning"
trees, should be removed.

Next, combustible muich such as'wood chips should be kept at least

12 inches away from the home’s foundation.. Finally, he said, trash cans

should be at least five feet from the home, and trash should not be stored
outside of trash cans.
.+ Residents are very conicerned about fire safety in the wake of Tast
yea.r s fires, said Hunter. “The awareness is very high.”

sald he expects to be busy now that the 2008 ﬁre season has

“I'm hopmg people take this stuff senous]y, ' he sald' ,""It’s over-
whelming when you lose everything you own in"a matter of hours.”

ire victim makes prevention his business
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ters, William »

) 2007 fires, which has
p' ompted his new inte stina busmess to help prevent home oss to lres Wllham Leon,
ene Magre and Clay Merritt stand on the corner of Magre's lot.
“{Bottom) Ali the remammg debris of Gene Magre's house; the properiy overlooks aRancho
Santa Fe valley: The house was dost in the October fires in 2007 along with other nearby
homes. Photos/JonClark

Sé?)en S@ as Nam'gator All-suite, al!@ceanviéu‘accommodations,
: , ‘ - , 90% with balconies
'DECEMBER 18, 2008, 1TT-NIGHTS

.Fort Lauderdale, Grand Cayman, Cozumel, Belize,
Guatamala, Costa Maya, Key West

Complimentary beverages including

select wines and spirits

In-suite bar setup and Butler service

in Categoties B-arid above
,Complimentary 24-hour room service

Award-winning menus including
te Cordon Bleu® and open:seating dining

board gratuities included

For reservatlons, p{ease contact Gayle Gd!tes Travel at858-756-4174

Fares are pel person based on double s inUS dolls d seflect savmgs éital fees hzmd g, seaunty, afid air and cradse shi o fuel wrcmrges greadditional. Kids Sail Free
offer isivalid for childien age 17 yeurs.old.or younger s&lmg iy the third o fodirth berthanty. Al fares, seivgs and offers are for aew bvokmgs ‘only, capacity contralied, may not be domibinable with certain
aibrer offers, are subject to availabifity and ray change §¢ be wi T without prior noted.. RESC.sBserves the ngﬁt TN red GO OF oRnitiission g amd to cham{e any and-alf fases, fees and sufcharges
atany time. Ship's Registry: Bermiida. ©2008 Regént Seven Seas Ciuises, . . . : : CSTi200825410
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"CALENDAR-
Got an item for the calendar?

Send the details via e-mail fo
calendar@coastnewsgroup.com.

g e S

CHAIRMARN @F ?HE TABLE
The Chairmen’s RoundTable invites
the San Diego business community
to the inauguwral CRT Executive
Mentorship Series event from 7:30
to 9:30 am. Oct. 24, Cal State San
Marcos, Markstein Hall, Room 125.
The CRT plans to present impor-
tant and useful information to the
local business community. E-mail
cobaevents@csusm.edu to learn

more. ®

BAMBOO SHOW The American
Bamboo Society will host the Rare
and Unusual Bamboo Show and
Sale ‘beginning at 9 am. Oct. 25,
MiraCosta College, 1 Barnard
Drive, Parking Lot E, Oceanside.
This event will include an auction
of rare bamboos, in addition tc the
sale. For details, call (760) 723-0677.

BARK AT THE PARK Join the
North County Humane Society for
a special sireet fair from 11-am. to
4 pm. Oct. 26, NCHS Dog Park,
2905 San Luis Rey Road,
Oceanside. This free event will
include raffle prizes, live music and
a dog/owner look-a-like contest.
Anyone interested in having a
booth at the event can call the
NCHS Development Department at
(760 757-4357, ext. 1230. Visit
www.achumane.org to learn more.

TOOT YOUR FLUTE The
Encinitas School of Music will host
guest artist Janet Parish-Whittaker
from 7 to 8 pm. Qct. 27, 775
Orpheus Ave., Encinitas. Flutists
are invited for this special event,
which includes a performance and
workshop. Parish-Whittaker has a
Master of Arts degree in flute per-
formance from UCSD. The cost for
this event is $10. For details, call
Ron at (760) 757-3096.

WE'RE ALL TRYING The
Carlsbad Playreaders will present
the award-winning play “Trying”
by Joanna McClelland Glass, at 7
pm. Oct. 27, Dove Library
Schulman Auditorium, 1775 Dove
Lane, Carlsbad. Suggested dona-
tHons are $5 for adults, and $1 for
students. Visit www.carlsbad-
playreaders.org to learn more.

LUNCH WITH BILBRAY US.
Congressman Brian Bilbray and
State Assemblyman Martin Garrett
will be the guest speakers at the
October meeting of the Carlsbad
Republican Women at 11 am. Oct.
28, The Windmill, 890 Palomar
Airport Road. Cost for the lunch is
$25. Call Beverly at (760) 434-6478
for reservations.

THE FIRNAL STRETCH The
Encinitas Chamber of Commerce is
sponsoring a forum featuring the
candidates running for Encinitas
City Council at 7 pm. Oct. 28,
MiraCosta College San Elijo
Campus, Student Center

TURN 1O CALENDAR on 22
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RANCHO SANTA FE —
Rancho Santa Fe’s R. Roger
Rowe School kicked off its annu-
al Red Ribbon Week on Oct. 24.

Red Ribbon Week is a
national campaign promoting
drug and alcohol awareness in
youths and their parents and the
prevention of their abuse. This
educational campaign encour-
ages students of every age to
choose to live healthy and posi-
tive lives and provides parents
with the tools to help.

Parents are strongly encour-
aged to attend a kick-off meet-
ing at 915 am. Oct. 27 in the
LGI meeting room at the school.
This meeting, with guest speak-
ers, will emphasize the window
of opportunity parents have dur-

2009

By Bill Arballo

DEL MAR — Directors of
the 22nd District Agricultural
Association (San Diego County
Fair) voted unanimously to
make the 2009 fair (June 12
through July 5) a smoke-free
event except for limited desig-
nated areas.

This action was taken dur-
ing the regular monthly direc-
tors’ meeting held Oct. 14 at
the fairgrounds and was in
response to a request from rep-
resentatives of several family-
oriented organizations who
appeared last month and com-
plained that marijuana smok-
ing was rampant last summer,
particularly during reggae con-
certs.

Five speakers praised the

Eireﬁghters to

RANCHO SANTATYE —The
Rancho Santa Fe Professional
Firefighters Association is host-
ing an open house pancake
breakfast from 7:30 to 11 am.
Oct. 26 at Station 1, 16936 El
Fuego. District firefighters will
be on hand to serve up pancakes,
eggs, sausage, crange juice and
coffee for a requested donation
of $4.

In addition to breakfast, the
open house will include fire
engine rides, fire hose spraying
and fire engine displays. For
more information, visit www.rsi-
fire.org or call (858) 756-5971.

1ego Co

ing this week to talk to their own
children about their views relat-
ing to drugs, alcohol and tobacco
use. All parents with children
attending school within the San
Dieguito School District are wel-
come.

Topics and speakers will
include:

— “How to talk to your kids
about alcohol and drugs” by
Keith Kanner clinical child and
adolescent psychoanalyst and
host of “Your Family Matters.”

— “I never met a parent
who saw it coming” by Judi
Strang, executive director, San
Dieguito Alliance for Drug Free
Youth.

Parents will have an oppor-
tunity to see “Natural High 2”

board for its timely and posi-
tive response to their concerns.

Jud: Strang, executive
director of San Dieguito
Alliance for Drug Free Youth,
said a recent report on drug
use showed that 74 percent of
school-age students indicated
marijuana was the drug of
choice and 21 percent of those
from the local area indicated
they had smoked pot within
the last 28 days.

Under the adopted policy,
reggae concerts will be pre-
sented in the grandstand and
will require a paid admission
ticket with the minimum age
for attendance being 21 years -
in accordance with the
statewide alcohol law.
Artendees will be given wrist
bands to ensure age. Increased
security at concerts will be
present to enforce the no-
smoking edic. Anti-drug signs
will be strategically located

] celebrates Re

{(an age-appropriate drug aware-
ness video) which will be played
for fifth- through eighth-grade
students. Also provided are
resources about how to raise
children who are confident,
responsible and self-reliant.

Red Ribbon Week commem-
orates the memory of Drug
Enforcement  Agent Kiki
Camarena, who was murdered
by the drug cartel in Mexico in
1985.

Each day of the Red Ribbon
Week, the school will sponsor
different events or activities to
impress upon the students the
importance of making healthy
choices in their own lives, while
keeping the lines of communica-
tion open with their parents.

to be-

and no smoking announce-
ments will be made during con-
certs. The district will be more
diligent in enforcing its stand-
ing policy prohibiting the sale,
promotion and advertising of
drug paraphernalia and mer-
chandise. Performance con-
tracts of entertainers will
include language prohibiting
the use and promotion of ille-
gal drugs and paraphernalia

@

. Also

spectai:zmg

in'landscaping

5 and cement
jmasonzy.. |

An essay contest for fifth-
through eighth-grades offers
prizes include $50 gift certifi-
cates to the winners cheice of
iTunes, Sports Authority or
Circuit City. Topics to choose
from include “Dream of an
Ammerica without Drugs, Alcohol
or Tobacco ... What would it be
like?” “Saying no to a friends
who party means I am free to ...
,” and “Write yourself a letter to
be opened when you are 16.
‘What will you tell yourself about
Drugs, Alcohol and Smoking.”

At 1:10 pm. Oct. 29, all stu-
dents wearing red will line up on
the football field in the shape of
a heart for an aerial photograph,
to show a symbol of unity and
commitment to healthy living.

ly smoke-free

while performing and while
they are on the ground.

General Manager Tim
Fennell said the district will do
everything possible to enforce
the prohibition; however, it will
require the cooperation of fair
visitors as well.

Continued violations could
cause the fair to impose addi-
tional stringent regulations,
Fennel said.

COMPUTER EXPERT
TO YOUR DOCR

» Consulting
 Hands-On Training
e Data Recovery

« Software/Hardware

Installations
» Espionage
Call the Know-It-All

Rob Shull 858.444.6060

XIMIZE YOUR INCOME AND IMPACT
WITH A CHARITABLE GIFT ANNUITY

In the immediate aftermath of a fire and in the everyday
crisis of life The Salvation Army is there to serve.

You can support these vital services while securing a
lifetime income that won't shrink.

Your benefits include:

» Fixed Income

¢ Income Tax Deduction

e Partially Tax-Free Income
* Single-Life Rates

for Life

Age Rate Age Rate Age Rate Age Rate
65 80% 72 B7%: 79 78% : 86 5.9%
66 6.1% . 73 68% 80 8.0%. 8 102%
67 B2%: 74 88% 81 83%. 88 1086%
88 83% 75 71% . 82 8.5% : 89 11.0%
68 64% : 768 72%: 83 88%! 90+ 11.3%
70 85% 77 74%: 84 9.2% |
71 B88%: 78 76%: 8 95%:
Two-Life rates available. Rates subject to change.

Name(s)

Address

City, State, Zip

Birth Date(s)

Phone { )i

E-mail

Visit: www.tsalegacygift.org

The Salvation Army, Debbie Rossi, Planned Giving Director
2320 Fifth Ave., San Diego, CA 92101

Phone: (800) 314-2769 ext. 1260

E-mail: debbie.rossi@usw.salvationarmy.org

DOING THE
MOST GOOD”

L2008 The Selvation Ay (N ARG
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It has been a year since the

By Lois Jones

= Incredibly, it has been a y%:ar since the wildfires

swept into our community. In the aftermath of that

~horrific week, the Assoeiation board remains foctised:

“on the pever-ending threat. of recurrence of another

firestorm: Over the last year we have made significant.

strides to be better prepared in the future. We formed
a-coalition with our neighbors and experts to assess our
communities and developed pldns to protect our prop-

erties from future fires. Our plans are solidified and,

implementation is in process. ‘We have crews cleaning canyons and high
—risk areas. Shortly, you will be teceiving some emergency information
in the mail to help each propérty owner to be betterprepared. Included
in the information is an Emergency Contact Card as well as suggested
Evacuation Procedures. If you would like more than one copy of these
important cards, please feel free to stop by the Association office. "

’{ ) 3
| @ /

.

— are you ready?

_ The Emergency Contact Card is designed to be carried in your plan-~
ner, wallet, or handbag and includes important emergency phone num-
bers for our community, as well as spaces to record important personal
phione numbers. : ' >~ (5 TaupE E

" “The Evacuation Procedures card is a checklist that was assembled .-
by the Ranch Patrol with suggested steps when evacuation becomes nec-
essary and includes a list of important items to take with'you. It’s a:good
card to keep by your telephone. ’ .

The recent Santa Ana heat and winds is a strong reminder that now

is a good time to review your personal emergenc “plan; make sure 1tis.

updated and familiarize your family so everyone knows what to do. We

" have learned from first-hand experience how emergencies can happen
“when they are least expected.  Many us realized how unprepared we

were with the last fire and made a commitment to be better prepared in

the future. It has now been a year—are you ready?

-
-
»,

=

A RSFresident was attacked

_in her Rambla De Las Flores home

aroind 10 p.m. on'Oct. 20 when she

“returned to het house, according

RSF Patrol Chief Matt Wellhouser.
The suspect Was weanng a hood
and mask. The victim fled-fromiher

" housé.and called for help onher cell

phone: * A search of the house and
sufrounding ‘areas: by:foot, police
dog and-air was made. The suspect
took the victim’s Cadillac Escalade
from the house. Nothing else was

taken. The victim was- treated for

minor head trauma from being hit

with a frying pan. Suspect is still at
large. . ... :
Crime report: = -
Okct. 25: 6000 El Tordo,

“burglary; Looss:- Merchandise:

Alarm was activated by the sus-
‘pect. — RSE Patrol
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RSF Firefighters gets authentic fire training thanks to
resident’s donation of soon-to-be demolisk ed home

By Maott Liebowity - - : , T o o
For three-days, the Rancho Santa Fe Fire Department’s firefight-
ers had the opportunity to train in an entirely new, unfamiliat environ-"
ment thanks toa generous donation from a RSF businessman and res-
ident; v : e L
oo From 9 am. to 4 pam. on Oct. 22, 23, and 24, the fire department
performed search and rescue training in a soon-to-be demolished home
at 17144 Via de la Valle, owned by Lynn Kunkle,-owner of Kunkle
Construction. e N o : :
After a 16-month review period by the RSF Association’s Art Jury,
Kunkle’s proposal to build two town homes designed by Dena Gille-

spi¢ on the site — at the corner of Paseo, Delicias and Via de la Valle

7

“across “from the Village Community Presbyterian” Chiirch-—  was

“approved:
. Rather

than immediately derriolish the home he’s owned andrent-

* ed out for seven years — he got the: demolition permit in August, and

will begin demolition in the next 30 days == Kunkle decided to donate
the house to the fire'department. . I
“ After-the TWitch Creek] fire in 2007, I saw what the firefighters
&id for the community,” said Kunkle: “There’s no money involved in
this, this is my contribution to help train the young firemen.”
Kunkle said RSF Fire District Captain Greg Rainville; who put

_ together the training program, told him that in 15 years nobody had
-ever allowed the fire department to use their home. Lo E

“He just jumped on it,” said Kunkle. ' : - -

. Tony Michel, deputy ‘chief of the RSF Fire District. outlined the ~ Home:donor Lynn Kunkle (in
different ‘training programs the firefighters practiced at the donated ~ white shirt above) with RSF
‘home; including search and rescue missions; ventilations drills, forcible . firefighters who used the -
entry, and wall breaching; in which firefighters perform rescues by cut- -~ donated home for training
ting holes in the walls from the outside. s (right). Photos/Jon Clark

“Tt’s very important to us to have this: hiouse to train in,” said , . .
Michel. “We don’t get this opportunity very often.” .- i ment, a process of ensuring there
_The fire department’s training facility is located at the 4-S Ranch . @ Do hazardous materials the

fire station, but, according to Michel, “All our guys are used to it. It's firefighters would encounter dur-
the same thing over and over again.” * - . ing traming. - .
“Byerybody kiows that facility really well,” added Captain Tt never really happens,” he

- Rainville. “Practicing on unfamiliar territory with different roof con- said, adding that all houses must -
struction and floor plans is an excellent learning opportunity.” go through a hazard abatement,

At Kunkle’s home, firefighters performed their training routines and that it shouldn’t deter g‘eo’ple’ :
by filling the house with theatrical smoke, and worked withonut the spa- from offering their home. “It’s a

" tial familiarities of the 4-S facility. great opportunity. When we use a

“If somebody was passing by, it would look like a real structure  Teal structure, it’s invaluable
fire,”” Michel said. “You’d be surprised how disorienting it was inside.”  traming we. can t get anywhere
Michel said that residents occasionally approach the fire depart- else. :
ment -eager to offer their ‘soon-to-be-demolished home as a practice
‘site, but decide against it upon realizing they have to:doa hazard abate-

Become a Faunding Member with prefer?ed dues and initation status when ¢

prior to our November Grand Opening of the new Spa and Sports Retreat!
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By Matt Lichowitz ke approxmately 8 mmutesm reac: Mmgan ' Residents would be notified of evacuations

- With'the area’s suscepubﬂlty Run. - through door-to-door efforts and a public address “Usually when there s.a dam fail
fo fires:and earthquakes; local rési= To seek shelter, U ea Moe said there are by thie sheriff’s department and the police, aswell - whole dam doesn’t just g0,” Urrea Moe
dents have often voiced concerns: - temporary. evacuation centers designated by the . as through AlertSanBiego, a reverse 9 1 system - “More than likely, 1f it was an iss dueito anal
about what would happen if a mas- “American Red Cross: one at Del Mar Pines Mid- that sends messages {0 residents” cell phones.— ural disaster. it would beconr comprormsed, but
sive ‘earthquake ‘were ‘fo hit and dle School in Escondido, one at RSF Middle - A full collapse of Lake Hodges Dam, how- - we’d have a couple of day -
destroy Lake Hodges Dam. - School, and one at Torrey Pines ngh School _ever, is very unhkely acoordmg 10 FlShCI' and I

Lake Hodges Dam. Jocated
just east of Rancho Santa Fe along
the Del Dios Highway corridor, 18
one of 10 dams owned by the city
of San Diego, and holds approxi-
mately 30,000 acre-feet of water, 2
volume that's remained constant
. Since its  construction in 1918,
reported Jim Fisher, deputy dlrector; '
of the ¢ity of San Diego’s Water .
Operations Division,
In the event of a Lake Hodges
dam failure, there is an emergency
response plan on the books, as well
as ‘achain. of command, which . . : - .
Yvette Urrea Moe, spokesperson : ' | * Bring in thisad
with the San Diego County Office | ' ’ ' . ' “ra combl ;
of Emergency Services, outlined. ’ o0 | ,fo; - comth§nt€}.rY g
. The dam facility notifies the § y . |- cosmelic consultation
San Dlego County Office of Emer- sl ' , - withDr.Keel.
‘gency: Services-if there’s a dam ] . ' G
break; Emergency Services then |
notifies several < local groups,
ineluding the San: Diego. Poli
CHP: area schools;local media out: . o . ! :
lets,” retifement “communities, the . o U e ' L1posculpture « Phot ynamlc ‘Therapy
RSF Fire: Protection: District, the | s hange : 81 «Dermal Fﬂhng P otcreyuvenatlon ° Sclerothnrap ,f
Del Mar Racetrack, the Del Mar \ 1 :
Hilton; Fairbanks: Ranch' Country
Club, Morgan Run Country Club,
and the Helen Woodward Animal
Center
- Flooding would take a west-
watd course down the San Diegui-~
to ‘riverbed; water ‘would travel .
down Del Dios Highway from the
dam. and enter through the south-
.emn portion of RSE and Morgan
Run Golf Course, and cover the §
area in-and around the racefrack on |
its path toward the ocean. ,
-2 A full dam failure would pro-
: dnce water rushmg toward RSFat

OLDTAXCREDE‘ | NEWTAX CREDIT |
$39,000
, 00 . $-8,000
Tax Credit -+ U 842,000 $-12.000
Net Cost o 29,000 $ 19,000
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Jameson, Chris and
Christina Danner

Brennan, ole, Lyndee, Greg;

RSF Firefighters Pancake Breakfast

The Rancho Santa Fe Professional Firefighters Association
(RSFFPA) hosted an open house pancake breakfast Oct. 26 at
Station 1 in Rancho Santa Fe. District firefighters served up pan-
cakes, eggs, sausage, orange juice, and coffee for a requested
donation of $4: in addition 10 breakfast, the open house includ-
ed fire engine rides, fire hose spraying, and fire engine displays.
Photos/Jon Clark o

Greyson Goldberd
wore his firefighter suit
to the breakiast.

Brian Schmid holding Cal!isa, Troy Elliott,
Rene Hill holding Ryan

Top: Fred Cox and Abel Martine’z; Bottom: Mrcy Air helicopter was n
display at the pancake breakfast
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