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Del Mar to contract with the Ranch for fire services
by Bianca Kaplanek 
06.09.09 - 01:07 pm 
DEL MAR — The Del Mar City Council authorized its city manager at the June 
8 meeting to negotiate a contract for fire management services with the Rancho 
Santa Fe Fire Protection District. 
 
When Del Mar’s fire chief retired in 2004, the city eliminated the position and 
contracted with neighboring Solana Beach for administrative and emergency 
services. That arrangement remains in place, however, Rancho Santa Fe also 
began providing emergency response services to Del Mar, which was paying a 
discounted rate of $62,000 to Solana Beach and $8,800 to Rancho Santa Fe. 
 
All contracts expired in December 2008, and the agreement is not an option for 
renewal at this point because Solana Beach will no longer be providing services. 
David Ott, who had been working as fire chief for both cities as well as city 
manager for Solana Beach, has transitioned into the full-time city manager 
position. 
 
Del Mar City Manager Karen Brust presented her council with three alternatives, 
including hiring full-time fire and battalion chiefs at an estimated cost of 
$384,000, plus support equipment. The proposed budget for the next two fiscal 
years includes $240,000 annually for fire services.  
 
“It’s not just a matter of what are the options,” Brust said. “It’s what the city can 
afford.”  
 
Another potential solution was to dissolve the Del Mar Fire Department and 
consolidate it with another agency, which could impact local control. The city 
would maintain all its department assets, such as fire engines and stations, but 
personnel would be contracted out and managed by the new agency. Costs, which 
were developed for consolidation with Solana Beach, were estimated at 
$232,315. 
 
Council members opted for the final alternative, which was to contract with 
another agency for administrative and emergency fire management services. 
 
This will allow the current Fire Department to remain intact. Although it limits 
upward mobility, department personnel supported this option, which offers a 
budget savings and uninterrupted emergency response, according to the staff 
report. 
 
Del Mar received proposals for this option from Rancho Santa Fe and Encinitas. 
Although the cost estimate from Encinitas was lower -- $155,919 compared to 
Rancho Santa Fe’s $222,052 – Brust said there were differences in the proposals. 
“They’re not really apples to apples,” she said. Both were subject to negotiation. 
 
A comprehensive review of the alternatives indicated negotiating services with 
Rancho Santa Fe appeared to be the optimal solution based on the city’s needs, 
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according to the staff report. 
 
Under the agreement, Rancho Santa Fe will provide Del Mar with a fire chief, 
deputy chief, fire marshal, three shift battalion chiefs and a training officer. The 
cost is based on a two-year contract and contingent on Solana Beach procuring 
services as well. 
 
Brust said the Solana Beach City Council is expected to discuss the item at its 
June 24 or July 15 meeting. Councilman Richard Earnest, who worked on the 
council subcommittee, said there is a sense Solana Beach is “inclined … to be 
involved in this.” Ultimately, he said, the desire is to form a joint powers 
authority but that is at least two years in the making. 
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Lerps return, trees suffer 

Thursday, June 11, 2009 

By Karen Billing 

The red gum lerp psyllid has made its unwelcome return 
to Rancho Santa Fe, wreaking havoc on Ranch trees. The 
tiny insects appear every spring, said Pete Smith, Rancho 
Santa Fe Association manager. 
 
"Every year their cycle seems to have a greater and 
greater impact," Smith said. 
 
The association plans to get an update at the June 18 
meeting regarding the seriousness of this year's problem. 
 
The insect's full name may be a mouthful, but they are 
actually very small insects native to Australia that suck 
sap from leaves of trees such as eucalyptus. 
 
The insects cause leaf damage, heavy leaf litter and stress 
trees to make them susceptible to fatal attack by other 
insects. They also produce a sticky substance called 
honeydew, which residents may be noticing on the 
sidewalk or on their cars. 
 
Rancho Santa Fe had a major problem with the insects in 
2001, when the lerps feasted on trees on the west side of 
the Ranch. Director Bill Beckman said the west side is 
under attack again. 
 
Beckman said a "shower" of leaves have been falling, 
leaving trees so stripped that it looks as though a fire 
came through. 
 
"I'm really concerned we've got a huge problem here," 
Beckman said. 
 
Encrytid parasitoid wasps are a predator for the lerps. The United States Department of Agriculture Animal 
and Plant Health Inspection Service approved the release of the wasps at 13 Southern California sites in 2000. 
By 2003, the managed release of the wasps was discontinued, as the wasps were believed to have 
outnumbered the psyllid populations. 
 
Pesticides are another option, but county entomologists have advised against their use in the past. 
 
The damage to Ranch trees has more than just a negative aesthetic effect - dead and drying trees also pose a 
serious fire risk. 
 
In a release, the Rancho Santa Fe Fire Protection District said that they've seen an increase in tree mortality 
attributed to the insects, drought conditions and in some cases lack of maintenance. As a result the district is 
focusing on working with homeowners to remove hazardous trees. 
 
"We are absolutely not looking to remove all of the trees in the area," Fire Marshal Cliff Hunter said in the 
release. "Rather, we are targeting only those trees that are clearly dead or dying. This will help minimize the 
fire hazard in the community and beautify the landscape." 

The gum lerp psyllid attacks eucalyptus leaves, killing them and 
leaving behind a sticky substance called 'honeydew.'

Photo by: Kathy Day
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The district will be conducting an investigation of local trees and homeowners will be notified via mail if their 
infected trees need to be removed. Property owners with trees that have a lot of debris such as peeling bark 
or hanging limbs will also receive notices to clean them up. 
 
The fire district will provide homeowners with potential tree removal companies or replacement tree 
suggestions. 
 

Karen Billing 
Karen is a writer for the Del Mar Times, Carmel Valley Leader, Rancho Santa Fe Record and Solona Beach 
Sun. Karen can be reached by e-mail. 
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Community Essay | Scripps Ranch

Don't cut don't Scripps Ranch eucalyptuses 
 
By Phoebe Carroll 

2:00 a.m. June 14, 2009 

I have lived in Scripps Ranch since 1977. In that time there have been many changes. I have seen the 
area grow, with supermarkets added and new schools built. At every turn, the community was involved. 
The community suffered through the Cedar Fire, and the community helped rebuild. We are a caring, 
active bunch. Oh, and we love our trees. 

The eucalyptus groves of Scripps Ranch date back 100 years. The elegant flow of leaves, limbs and 
flower are the symbol of the community. Little did Chauncey Jerabek know that he was planting a 
tradition with every sapling he put in the ground for E.B. Scripps. 

Today, the city of San Diego wants to remove hundreds of those iconic trees in the name of fire safety. 
Indeed, the city has begun cutting down mature, healthy eucalyptus trees at three Scripps Ranch sites. If 
you drive west on Scripps Ranch Boulevard from Pomerado Road, the grove of trees that used to stand 
to your right has been reduced to stumps. Ironically, dying, pest-infested trees still stand. 

Historically, the people of Scripps Ranch have taken an active role in protecting and preserving our open 
spaces. Yet, in planning to use a Federal Emergency Management Agency grant and matching funds to 
pay for tree removal, the city has not spoken to the community. 

I have read the opinion of Fire Chief Tracy Jarman about our trees and fire safety. Respectfully, the 
chief is misinformed (at best). During the Cedar Fire (there was no fire in Scripps in 2007 despite the 
evacuation), the undergrowth burned hot and furiously. In hundreds of photos on the Scripps Ranch 
Civic Association Web site, www.scrippsranch.org , the eucalyptus trees stand tall, waving as the 
backdrop to utter decimation. The trees did not burn. This is a fact. It is not an opinion. Every photo 
shows intact trees next to the burned-out shells of house after house. The trees did not burn. 

One constant during my 30 years in this community has been the willingness of the city of San Diego to 
work with caring, competent, dedicated community volunteers to keep our open spaces beautiful and 
usable – and, yes, even safe. I am saddened that in this instance, the city seems deaf not only to the truth, 
but also to the reasoned voice of the community. Why, in this single case, will the city not listen to the 
people? I urge the mayor and City Council to open their hearts, their minds and their eyes to the facts 
behind the devastation of the Cedar Fire. I encourage them to reconsider the inconsistency of leaving 
diseased trees stranding and deadfall lying about while cutting down healthy stand after healthy stand of 
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stately trees. I invite them to open their eyes to the contribution the trees make to Scripps Ranch and 
weigh their value as watershed, air cleaner and community treasure against the price of misinformation 
and hyperbole. Weigh their contribution to the well-being of a planet against a mistake it will take 
decades to correct. 

Neither of the homes I have owned in Scripps Ranch back up to a grove of eucalyptus, but the trees play 
an important part in my life. I have hiked the paths. I have picnicked in the shade. I have watched birds 
dart in and out, and deer hide shyly behind yard-wide trunks. The trees are a symbol and a promise. The 
trees are an essential part of this community. 

All we ask is that the mayor, his staff and our councilman work with us, talk with us. We will help with 
the research and together come to a well-thought-out conclusion. We are willing, and we care. We are 
educated and reasonable. The people of Scripps Ranch are a resource, just as the trees are. Give us the 
opportunity to defend our woodlands. 

Carroll is a long-time resident of Scripps Ranch.  

In the Union-Tribune on Page F3 
 
 
 
Find this article at:  
http://www3.signonsandiego.com/stories/2009/jun/14/lz1e14carroll204712-dont-cut-dont-scripps-ranch-eu/?uniontrib 

 

 Check the box to include the list of links referenced in the article.  
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DEL MAR: Firefighters impress visitors at county fair   
By ELENA CRISTIANO - For the North County Times 

DEL MAR ---- Visitors to the San Diego County Fair got to see a new and exciting sight 
Saturday afternoon as nearly 100 fire engines from all over the county gathered for the Burn 
Institute's 19th annual Viejas Fire Expo and Firefighter Combat Challenge. 
 
"The parade was great," said Jackson Gilman of Murrieta, who clearly was thrilled to wave at 
the long procession of fire trucks, and not just red ones but "green and white and orange!" 
 
More San Diego County Fair coverage 
 
The 7-year-old student of E. Hale Curran Elementary School was there to cheer on his father, 
Mark Gilman of Murrieta Fire Station 25, who was competing in the Combat Challenge with 38 
other individuals, 10 teams of three to five members and 12 tandem teams of two members 
each. The competitors must wear full firefighting gear and breathing apparatus, which 
together can weigh up to 50 pounds, as they perform five consecutive firefighting tasks. 
 
Viejas Fire Department division Capt. Bob Pfohl said he was there as a fierce competitor and 
a proud board member of the Burn Institute. He added that he was very happy the competition 
moved to the fairgrounds this year. 
 
"It brings in more people and exposes them to the wonderful things the Burn Institute does for 
burn prevention and victim support," said Pfohl. 
 
"Nothing is more near and dear to firefighters' hearts, and all the money raised goes to burn 
camp, burn prevention and survivor support." 
 

Firefighter Scott Sandland of the Viejas Fire Department participates in an obstacle race Saturday 
at the San Diego County Fair. The annual exposition is California's largest firefighting event. 
(Photo by Jamie Scott Lytle - Staff Photographer)
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Previously, the fire expo was held at Qualcomm stadium in July. 
 
This year many fairgoers stopped by to check out the live demonstrations. 
 
"We are glad to know where our tax dollars are going," said Lori Goodale of Escondido. 
 
"Where are our marshmallows?" joked her husband, John Goodale, as the Rancho Santa Fe 
Fire Department ignited an older model sedan using a tray of gasoline. Heat from the flames 
could be felt from 150 feet away as the firefighters rushed in, extinguishing the flames in less 
than two minutes. 
 
While only a handful of departments were selected to do the demonstrations, hundreds of 
firefighters proudly took part in the expo. 
 
Ruby Zwicker and Liz Scott, firefighter/emergency medical technicians for the San Pasqual 
Reservation Fire Department, said the expo gives firefighters from around the county an 
opportunity to bond with each other each year, and it lets the public know the departments are 
"available and ready to help." 
 
In addition to the live demonstrations, several departments offered educational booths. At 
one, firefighters gave away hundreds of free smoke alarms to senior citizens and coupon-
holders. 
 
The nonprofit Burn Institute's goal is to reduce the number of burn injuries and deaths in San 
Diego, Imperial, Riverside and San Bernardino counties. It was founded in 1972 and helped 
establish the UCSD Regional Burn Center. 
 
"We are so grateful to the San Diego County Fair, Viejas and Sempra for sponsoring this 
great event," said James Floros, executive director/CEO of the institute. "The burn expo is 
about a lot of things but the No. 1 thing is to raise money for the Burn Institute." 
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