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Rancho Santa Fe Fire District Receives Fireman's Fund 
Grant For RIT Equipment 

 
May 13, 2009 

RANCHO SANTA FE, California 

Rancho Santa Fe Insurance is teaming up with Fireman's Fund Insurance Company to 
award a $15,788 grant to the Rancho Santa Fe Fire Protection District to purchase an 
assortment of tools and equipment used to save the lives of firefighters. 

Fire Chief Nicholas Pavone said the new gear will be carried by members of the 
department's Rapid Intervention Team (RIT). They are trained to conduct search and 
rescue operations for their fellow firefighters who become trapped or injured inside a 
burning building. The six new RIT kits purchased with this grant are made up of various 
equipment, including: an air tank cylinder, rescue rope, axe, strobe light, and more.  

"This grant greatly enhances our ability to save our own firefighters should the worst case 
scenario happen during a fire or other emergency," said Chief Pavone. "It is critical our RIT 
members have the proper equipment and tools they need when performing these 
rescues."  

The district will also purchase several new helmets for firefighters. National fire standards 
require helmets be replaced every 10 years. The current inventory of the district's helmets 
will be at the end of their service life this year. This donation will help replace those expired 
helmets.  

Chief Pavone, Santa Fe firefighters, and representatives from Rancho Santa Fe Insurance 
and Fireman's Fund will come together for a special recognition event where the grant 
package will be formally presented on May 15th at 1:30 p.m. at the Rancho Sante Fe Fire 
Protection District Station #4. 

The grant package is part of a nationwide philanthropic program funded by Fireman's Fund 
Insurance Company. The program is designed to provide needed equipment, training and 
educational tools to local fire departments. Since 2004, Fireman's Fund has issued grants 
to over 1,100 different departments totaling more than $21 million. Independent insurance 
agencies that sell Fireman's Fund products, like Rancho Santa Fe Insurance, are able to 
direct these grants to support fire stations in their communities.  

"We are pleased to be able to help the Santa Fe firefighters in such a tangible way," said 
Craig Edwards with Rancho Santa Fe Insurance. "Supporting our local fire departments 
with the purchase of important new equipment is critical to ensuring the safety of any 
rescuer at a fire." 

About Rancho Santa Fe Insurance 

Rancho Santa Fe Insurance is San Diego's largest personal lines insurance agency 
specializing in high end Homeowners, Auto, Collections and Umbrellas. As an 
independent broker, Rancho Santa Fe is able to shop an insurance portfolio for its clients 
to find the most comprehensive coverages in the industry at the most competitive prices. 
For more information, visit www.rsfinsurance.com. 

About Fireman's Fund 

Fireman's Fund Insurance Company is a premier property and casualty insurance 
company providing personal, commercial and specialty insurance products nationwide. It 
is rated 'AA-' by Standard & Poor's Rating Services. Founded in 1863 with a mission to 
support firefighters, Fireman's Fund continues this effort today through it national 
philanthropic efforts. Fireman's Fund is a member of the Allianz Group (NYSE: AZ), one of 
the world's largest providers of insurance and other financial services. For more 
information, visit www.firemansfund.com.  

 
Author:Press Release from Fireman's Fund Insurance 
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City of Big Bear Lake Reduces 
Wildfire Risk 
5/14/2009 2:44:15 AM 
The City of Big Bear Lake, 
California has become a model for 
other communities through its 
efforts to reduce the risk of 
wildfires. Join FDNNTV.com's Brie 
Tennis as she reports on what the 
city is doing to help its residents 
make their properties "fire safe". 

 

Firefighters Rally to Help One of 
Their Own: The Kennedy Kolodzik 
Benefit 
5/13/2009 1:12:45 AM 
Firefighters, friends and family 
recently gathered in support of 
Cal Fire/Riverside County 
Firefighter Karl Kolodzik and his 
three year old daughter Kennedy, 
who is battling Leukemia. 

 

Losberger Temporary Fire House 
Solutions 
5/12/2009 12:08:38 AM 
Fire departments across the 
United States are turning to 
Losberger U.S. to provide them 
with temporary, cost effective fire 
house solutions. 
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Goats Help Prevent Wildfires With 
Vegetation Management 
5/11/2009 12:04:00 PM 
With wildfires affecting several 
parts of the United States, fire 
service agencies around the 
country are stressing the 
importance of clearing flammable 
vegetation in fire prone areas. 
One method of clearing defensible 
space that is gaining in popularity 
is the use of goats. 

 

An Inside Look at Swift Water 
Rescue Teams 
5/8/2009 10:00:44 AM 
Join FDNNTV.com’s Bill Lorin and 
CAL Fire/Riverside County Fire 
Department Captain Edward 
Pahoa as they discuss what Swift 
Water Rescue Teams do. 
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Five-Year-Old Boy Pulled from Swimming Pool in 4S Ranch Dies
Posted: May 17, 2009 6:30 PM PDT  
Updated: May 17, 2009 6:30 PM PDT 

Authorities reported a 5-year-old North Carolina boy visiting San Diego died Sunday after 
being pulled from a swimming pool at a home in 4S Ranch. 

Malachi Gardner of New Bern died about 6:30 a.m. at Children's Hospital, according to the San 
Diego County Medical Examiner's Office. 

Gardner was pulled by a neighbor from a pool at 10215 Winecreek Court around 7:30 p.m. 
Saturday and rushed to the hospital, according to the Rancho Santa Fe Fire Protection District.

"Incidents like this are difficult for all involved," said Deputy Chief Tony Michel of the district. 
"Practicing water safety, especially when children are around, is extremely important. Securing 
pool areas and providing adult supervision are essential to prevent pool accidents." 

Authorities said Gardner, who had been babysat by his grandmother for several days, fell into the deep end of the pool. A sheriff's 
deputy and paramedics both performed CPR on the child before he was taken to the hospital.

All content © Copyright 2000 - 2009 WorldNow and Midwest 
Television, Inc. All Rights Reserved. 
For more information on this site, please read our Privacy 
Policy and Terms of Service. 
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Child Visiting Grandma Drowns In PoolThe toddler 
was from North Carolina and staying with his 
grandmother 
By  SUSAN TAYLOR 

Updated 7:15 AM PDT, Mon, May 18, 2009 

Related Topics:San Diego 
 

 
Getty Images 

The child fell into the deep end of the pool the night before he died. 

  

 A 5-year old North Carolina boy visiting San Diego died Sunday after being pulled from a swimming pool at a 
home in 4S Ranch. 

While Malachi Gardner was here in San Diego with his family, he spent a few days in the care of his grandmother. 
On Saturday evening Malachi fell into the deep end of the pool, according to the medical examiner. 

His grandmother called 911 call and emergency crews took the boy to Rady Chlidren's Hospital where he died 
early Sunday.  
 
 
 
Find this article at:  
http://www.nbcsandiego.com/news/local/5-Year-Old-Drowns-In-Pool-Visiting-Grandma-.html 
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5-year-old drowning victim identified 
By Debbi BakerUnion-Tribune Staff Writer 

12:18 p.m. May 18, 2009 

A 5-year-old boy who died after being pulled out of a pool in 4S Ranch over the weekend has been 
identified as Malachi Gardner of New Bern, North Carolina, the Medical Examiner's Office said 
Monday. Malachi, who was visiting San Diego with his family, was being babysat by his grandmother at 
a home on Winecreek Court Saturday when she found him in the deep end of the pool about 7:30 p.m., 
sheriff's Sgt. Greg Rylaarsdam said. 

The woman, who was unable to swim, jumped into the pool and tried to get the boy out by herself but 
was unable to reach him, Rylaarsdam said. 

She screamed for help and then ran and got a neighbor who pulled the child from the pool. 

Sheriff's deputies and emergency personnel performed CPR on the boy, who at one point was said to be 
breathing on his own. 

He was taken to Pomerado Hospital and was later transfered to Rady Children's Hosptial where he died 
Sunday at 6:30 a.m. 

Malachi was in San Diego with his parents and his younger sister, the Medical Examiner's Office said. 

Debbi Baker: (619) 293-1710;  
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RSF firefighters ready for Station 3 rebuild 
May 21, 2009 
 By Karen Billing 

 
The Rancho Santa Fe Fire Protection District hopes to start 
rebuilding Station 3 on El Apajo Road in the next few months. 
Because land is scarce in Rancho Santa Fe, the district is taking 
the same course as the Rancho Santa Fe School District in 
deciding to improve on what they already have. 
 
"I've worked here long enough to see a fire station built and torn 
down within a career," Engineer Phil Pieper said of the 26-year-
old station. "And we were pretty excited when this one first 
opened, but we just kind of outgrew it." 
 
"It's like moving into a new house," Captain Mark Richards said.  
 
The current 2,800-square-foot, single-story station will be 
transformed into a 10,000-square-foot, two-story building. 
During construction, the station staff will operate out of two 
trailers behind Horizon Church. "Response times won't be 
impacted," Richard said. 
The $5 million cost for the new station will come from the 
county's fire mitigation fee system. The system, which provides 
fire districts with funds to add infrastructure, was used to build 
Station 1 on El Fuego and Station 2 in 4S Ranch. 
 
Station 3 was built in 1984 and is no longer up to earthquake safety standards. 
Richards said a quick peek around the station would also reveal why an upgrade is needed for personnel. 
 
"We're pretty crowded in here," Richards said. 
 
The firefighters' living space melts into their kitchen--the lounge's easy chairs rub against the kitchen table chairs. A stationary bike 
and stair-climber are also crammed into the longue between big screen TVs. Not they have much time to lounge, Richards said, but 
when the crew is in the room together, it can get pretty noisy. 
 
Their bedrooms are not much bigger, with barely enough space for the beds, firefighter and paramedic Nick Chapin said. Pieper is 
6-foot 4-inches tall and when he's in the bed he can touch both sides of the room. He had to be careful when he gets up not to 
knock the TV off the small shelf over his bed. 
 
The truck bay is where they really need space. Pieper said he can't work on the truck without having to open the garage door. The 
new station will have a pull-through garage--currently the firefighters said they have to back their truck into their garage, which 
can be a challenge on the busy, one lane El Apajo with traffic from three nearby schools, two churches, a shopping center and the 
Helen Woodward Animal Center. 
 
The new station's gym will also be an upgrade, Richards said. 
 
Right now the station only has room for an engine and a brush rig but the larger garage would allow them to get a truck with aerial 
capabilities. 
 
"A lot of the younger guys think that would be awesome," Chapin said. 
 
Pieper said the Witch Creek Fire in 2007 has taught homeowners to be more pro-active with their brush management. 
 
"It showed how important fire prevention is," Pieper said, noting that more and more residents understand that it's their 
responsibility to clean up the vegetation surrounding their property. 
 
 

 
Karen Billing 
Karen is a writer for the Del Mar Times, Carmel Valley Leader, Rancho Santa Fe Record and Solona Beach Sun. Karen can be 
reached by e-mail.  
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Capt. Mark Richards, Firefighter/Paramedic Nick Chapin and 
Engineer Phil Pieper at Station 3. 
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